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\ 01/23 77 OA thy better delight, and 
a FA more plainly to ſet forth the 
>} Hiftory to thy view, I have to 
muy great coft added many Pi- 
A PO ctures, lively expreſſing the 
CH moſtmaterial points of mine. If 
may receive thy thanks, think it a ſufficient re- 
ward. The Hiſtory of it lelk is both Ancient and | 
Moral, and: containeth in it much Learning, 
When Tgnorance having a thick and dull ear, 
Hinded" moſt People, Men are compelled to 
draw the rude multitude to Attention of good 
Mftrution by ſuch pleufiqg allurements of Tales 
and Fables, 'as ini this Book is ſet down; that 
as the mind is fed and delighted with the 
fweetnels of Fabblous Wales the Soul it ſelf 
at the end (by often taſting the ſame Nouriſh» 
ment) grows quicker-fighted; to behold the 
hidden and Myſtical Wiſdom contained under 
ſuch cloſe Riddles. For in few words, to give 
you the meaning of this Moral, it is thus; 
The Emperor may ſignitic the World, who ha- 
A 3 ing 


all thoſe that in this Liff labour to attain to 


| To the Reader, 82 
ving but one only Son, (who is man) him to 
bring up well is all his care. But man loſing his 
own Mother, (who is Reaſon or Divine Grace) 
falling into the hand of his Step- mother, (ſigni- 
fying Sin) who is an Empreſs of great be- 
witching, and one that commands the World; 
She works by all poſſible means the confuſion of 
Man, and would prevail againſt his weakneſs, 
but that a Star from Heaven (by which is meant 
Goodneſs from above) inſtructs Man how to a- 
void the Allurements of Sin, by not opening 
his mouth to bid her welcome. And the better 
to prevent her miſchief, he hath Seven Wiſe The 
Maſters; which are the Seven Liberal Sciences, ir 
to give him wholſome inſtructions, and by thoſe b 
helps ſave him from mortal danger. So that 
being thus armed, Man liveth to batter down 
Sin, (figured in the death of the Empreſs and 
her Minion) and in the end to gain a Rich 
Crown of Glory and Happineſs, ſet ready for 


Heaven by doing well. 

This is the Explanation of the Moral; of 
which if thou make right uſe, it will be a rich 
Banquet to thy Soul Farewel. 


Here 


Tennant cans 7 


a Here Beginneth the 
HIS TOR Y 
7 OF THE 

even Wile Maſters of Rome. 


Containing many Pleafant and Wi 
Narrations, very delightful to the Reader, 


—— 


The Entrance into the Moral, (which accord- 
ing to things of Commick Pleaſure ) Ry 
begins with a Funeral, | 


a Famous Emperoz named Pontianus, u 
man of great wiſdom, he tok to his wike 
a Kings Daughter that was very fair and amis 
Fable, to all people gracious, and to her Mus⸗ 
band right dear: ſhe conceived by Him, and wag 
delivered ok a Don named Diocleſian. The 
Child grew apace, and of all people was belos 
ved and when he was of the age of ſeven peats, 
his Pother the Emp2eſs falling ſick, and fel- 
ing her ſelf that ſhe might not live, ſent alter 
her Lozd the Emperoꝛ (being rode fozth on Pꝛo⸗ 
greſs) a Peſſenger, that he ſhould return withs 
15 jarrying, if ever he would ler her alive. 
angie; 


| G :Fano in the Citp of Rome there was 
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And 
O my dear Lozd, of this Sickneſs Imap not echat 


ſcape, wherefoze the natural and tender love auſſhe c 
eare that is to me, towards pou and pour Dogſbet 
makes a ſuit to pou befoʒe my death. Pe repkyqpeſt 
ed; deſire what pou. will, J ſhall not deny polLo! 
any thing. Then ſa id ſhe, atter my death yolſſlive 
will take another Write, as is mol} convenient Agra 
wherefoze J beteech pou, that ſhe over my oi fo; 
have no power, but that he be noutiſhed far fromifan? 
her, and trained up in learning. The Empe 

ro anſwered, my moſt dear Mike, pour Petiti⸗ 

on in all things ſhalt be perloꝛmed. Then curnel 

the Empzels and gave up the Ghoſt. Pan 
days after the Em peroꝛ bewailed her deach, an 
long after ſhewed his heavinels, aud would in nal he 
mile be jopkul. 23”. new 


; MASTERS. 
os the Emperor committed and delivered his 
Son to the Seven Wiſe Maſters to be infiru- 

Y ed in Learning. 

= 7. Pon a time as the Empero2 lay in his bed, 
I he thought himlelt inwardly of his Son, 
ring in his heart, J have but one only Don, 
he which ſhall be my Meir: it is god while he 
6-young, that he be ſet to learn Cunning and 
ſ\dom, by which he may after my doath go⸗ 
k t and rule the Empire; intimating thereby 
Hat a wozthy Pꝛince taking upon him ſo great 
x | weſg'yt and charge, as the Government of a 
2 xdom, ought firſt to learn to be his own Go- 
im Perndur and to maſter his own affections. - Bo 
t eſchat when he was early riſen up from his Bed, 
- ze cauſed to be talled the Lo2vs of his Council 
beloze him, and of them tok advice what were 
Felt therein to be done. And they anſwered. 
good, in Rome are ſeven Wiſe Paſters, who 
ofllive in great fame foz their Excellencie in Arts, 
grave Counſel, & Juftrucions); let them be ſent 
on oz, and deliver them pour Don to be foſferey 
and infkructed in Learning. The Emperoz un- 
gen derffanding that, ſent his Letters made power- 
1 Itul vy his own Deal, to the Seven UWliſe Pa⸗ 
ters, that they ſhould come to him without de⸗ 
Au: they anon came befoze the Emperoz, and 
Abe demanded ok them, if they knew wherefoze 
al be had ſent foz them; they anſwered , The 
FI cauſe is as pour will intendeth , we know not 


but 
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a 
but ik it pleaſe you to ſhew us pour mind, we A0 
ready to fulfil it to the utmoſt of our Power Se 
To whom che Emperoz ſaid, J have but onfl of + 
Son, which J chall de liver to pou to confirm Yirait 
all god waps of learning and Uertue, ſo th So 
by yourdoctrine and wiſdom, he map moze wil hin 
ly govern the Empire afcer my deceaſe, the 

— — — 4 
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= Wende ; 
The fir{f Paſter named Pantillas, ſaid, LowJ 
deliver me your Son, and Jſhall teach him as}, 
much cunning within ſeven pears, as J and all 
my fellows can. | 
Then ſpake the ſecondMaſter, named Len- 
tullus, Sir, of long time J have ſerved pou, and 
hitherto have had no reward, J demand nothing 
of you, but that you deliver me pour Don to fe 
govern, and I ſhall make him as cunning withs 
in fir pears as J and all my fellows. * 
e 


MASTERS. 

1 Nhe third Paſter named Craton, ſaid, mp 
'Y Lo2d, many times J have ben with you on the 
Seca, in peril of my life, and have had no manner 

of reward: ik J might foz my recompence ob⸗ 
i dtain that pou would vouchſafe to commit your 
Von under mp Governance, J ſhould infozm 
him as much within five years, if his wit will 
| thereto attain, as J and all my fellows can. 
F: Then ſtod up the fourth Paſter named Mal- 
"I quidrack, who was right lean of Eodp, and ſaid, 
y L 02d, remember J and all my Pꝛedecel⸗ 
bois have ſerved Empero{s, and received no re⸗ 
vard; wherefoze J ask no othet thing but that 
vou deliver me pour Son to teath, and I ſhall 
| make him take as much Science and Wiſdom *, 
within four years as J and all my fellows have 
learned in all ourlives; 

Then ſpake the fifth Maſter, that was nas 
med Joſephus: Lozd, Jam old, and many times 
If ain called to pour Council, and pou know that 

my counſel hath p2ofited pou, and ſo likewiſe - 
| may it do hereafter 4 Pet J deſire no moze; 
aglbut that pou deliver me your Son, and J ſhall | 
acruct Him in as much cunning and Sci⸗ 

' Ice, that he within ther years ſhall be pꝛompt 

In Mit as much as J and all my Fellows 

have, 

Chen came the ſixth Paſtet named Cleophes, 
ho ſaid like to the other, pzomiling to infozm 
he Child in all their 3 in two pears. 
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The ſeventh Paſter alſo deſired the Child, 
and p2omiſed'to learn him within one pear, the 
Sciences and Mildom ok them all. 

When all this was done, the Emperoz ſaid 
Pp truſty Friends, J am very much bound tg 
thank pou all, and every one of you,fo2 that pon 
Have ſo earneſtly deſired to foſter and inſtrug 
my Son: If J ſhould now commit him to one 
and not to another, thereupon would enſue much 
dillention among you: Therefoze to you all, a 
every af pou, I commit my Son to be nouriſhe 
and taught. The Paſters hearing this, expꝛeſ 
ſing both their greatneſs ol joy, and fozwardneſ 
in will tothe @mperoz, all with one harmon 
of conſent received his Son, and led him to 
wards the Court of Rome. Upon the way ſpakt 
Craton to his Fellows; if we this Child ſhould 
teach within the City of Rome, there is ſo great 
refo2t and concourſe of People, that it woult 


* 2 him in Learning; J know a fair place 


„ from Rome ſome two miles, right pleaſant an! 
electable there let us make a fourſquare Cham 
of Stone, and put him therein; and upon 


"the Walls thereof, let us paint and wiite the 


{even Liberal Arts, ſo that the Childat all time: 
may ſ and behold his Doctrine therein as well 
as in his Bok, This advice pleaſed them all 
and was done accozdingly in every point 2 the 
Maſters diltgencly every dap, during lev 
years taught and inſtrucked the Child, an 


ro: 
it 


qu 


MASTERS. 
determined among themſelves, and ſaid, it is 
god that we examine our Diſciple, to ſ& at 
what perfection our pains hath arrived, and what 
aid ſtrength and growth his vertue and knowledge 
d til is come to; and they all wiſely and Religioufly 
acco2ded to that conulel z-then ſaid Paſter Pans 
tillas, how fhall we p2ove him; Craton ſaid,let 
i everyone of us as he lepeth, put under everp 
is co2ner of his Bed an Olive⸗leaf, and then we 
tall know ik he perceived oz felt any thing, oz 
not: this done, he awaking, greatly marvelled 
and lifted up his eyes towards the rok of the 
Chamber fervently. The Maſters ſ&ing that, 
ſaid, wherefoze lift you up you eyes ſo ſharply z 
be anſwered, it is no marvel ; koz in my leep 
J ſaw the upermoſt part of my Chamber in⸗ 
clined towards the earth, oz elſe under me it 
td was lifted up: the Paſters hearing this, lain 
among themſelves, if this Child live he ſhall be 
lace] a man of great cunning and fame. 


im How the Emperor by the Counſel of the great 
pon Princes and Lords ot his Empire, wedded an- 


the other Wife. 


- & He Painces and great Lows of the Cm 
pire in the mean time came to the Empe⸗ 

J 102 and ſaid, my Lo2d, pe have only one Don, 
ve it is pollible he might die, therekoze it were 
a ee that you only wed another Wite 

that 


— —— — mm. 
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that thereby your joys and hopes may be bleft 
with far moze certainty. and allured happineſs 
in pour Race and Iſſue, to the intent that the 
Empire of Rome be not left without an Veit; 
Wozeover you are ſo mighty, that ik it ſhouly 
happen pou to get many Childzen, you map 
33 and advance them all to great Digni⸗ 
ies and Lozdſhips. Whereupon anſwered the 
Cmperoz, it is your counſel, that J ſhall take 
another Wife : then lerk me one that is graci⸗ 
dus, a pure Uirgin, Fair and Gentle bozn; 
and then J ſhall follow pour Coyttſel aud ads 
vice, They went and ſought and ſearched-out 
many Kingdoms and Countries, and at the 
faſt they found the Kings Daughter of Caſtile, 
that was right fair and beautiful, and her they 

ave the Emperdz to Mikes who behaven 

er ſelf lo well, that anon he was lo greatly 
taken in her love, that he kozgot all the 
ſozrow of heart he had taken oz the death of 
his firſt Wife, And when they had lived long 
together without any Childzen, and when the 
Empꝛeſs ſaw that che might not conceive , 
when ſhe heard the Emperoz had a Don with 
the Seven Wiſe Maſters , to be foſtered and 
taught, to the great god and p2ofit of the 
Empire, ſhe thought in her ſelf and wiſhed 
his death, and from that verp hour imagined 
how ſhe might conſpire his deſtruction, Jr haps 
pened on a Night as the Tmperoz lap in big 
| "has 


MASTERS. 


bedhe ſaid unto the Empzeſs : mp moſt dear and 
beſt beloved Mike, A ſhall now open to you the 
r. $ ſecrets of mp heart, fo2 under the Don there is 
ld no Creature that J love ſo well as pou, and 
ap] therefo2e trult in mp love. 

lis Then ſaid the fair Empzeſs, if it be ſoas you 
he] ſay, J require of pou one little Bon oz Petition. 
ke Deſire what you will ſaid the Cmpero2,and all 
(+8 that in me is poſſible, J hall fulfil and give ic 
n, you. Then ſaid che Cmpzeſs, mp dear Lov, 
dz you know J have no Child by you pet conceive 
ut c>, foz which Jam ſoze penſive and heavy but 
he Fame, that never conceals it ſelf long to true 
le, joy, hath delivered this happy truth to me, that 
ep] ye have one on only, the which is let to the. 
ed Seven Wiſe Paſters to be taught and govern- 
{iy ed,and him J hold and require (02 my own Son: 
be wherefoze J beſ#ch pe lend faz him, that J may 
ok ſ& him, and have conſolation of his pꝛeſence, as 
ag though he were mine own, Mereupon anſwered 
hey the Emperoz, it is ſixteen pears paſt ſince J ſaw 
e, him, pour will Gall be fulfilled. Incontinent 
th] the Emperoz ſent unto the Seven Mile Pas 
nd] ters a Letter ſealed with his ſecret Sign, that 
he] upon pain of death they ſhould bzing his Sou in 
edi] the Feaſt of Penticoſt following, 


p- How the Seven Wiſe Maſters after the fight of 
the Emperors Letter would firſt obſerve the 
: courſe and divine fore-ſhewipg of the Firma» 


The Seven Wiſe 


ment, and Planets, whether it were good to 
obey his Commandments or not. 


' A Nd when the Maſters by the Letter had 
A underſtod the Emperozs will, in the night 
they went and beheld the Stars in the Firma 
ment, whether it ſhould be expedient to bzing 
the Child to the Emperoꝛz oꝛ not; and they ſaw 
flearly in the Stars, that if they ſhould lead the 
Child in that time aſſigned, at the firſt woꝛd he 
{ſhculd ſpeak he ould die an evil death: wheres 
Tote they were all very ſozry: and as the beheld 
another Star, they ſaw, that ik they deliverd not 
the Child at the day afozeſaid, they Could loſe 
their heads. Then faid one of them, of two evils 
the leaſt js to be choſen : it is better that all we 
die, than that the Child ſhould loſe his like: 
8 | 1 theres 


wo 2 2 ec 


2a» 
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therefoze that we may ſave the Childs life, let 
us go to the Empero2, And as they were thus 
ſozrowful,the Child came down from his Cham- 
ber, andſ&ing his Paſters ſo heavy, he demand⸗ 
ed the cauſe of their heavinels: whereunto they 
anſwered, Sir, we have received pour Fathers 
Letters, that upon pain of death, now this high 
Feaſt of Penticoſt, we ſhall lead you to your 
Country, whereupon we have beholden the 
Firmament, wherein we clcarly fiud, that if we 
within the time p2efixed) pꝛelent you to pcur 
Father, at the firſt wozd that ye ſhall pzonounce 
out of pour mouth, ye ſhall be to the moſt vileſt 
death condemned. Then laid the Child, J muſk 
alſo behold the Firmament with the Stars: and 
ſo he did; and found clearly in a little Star, that 
ay | if he could abſtain from ſpeaking ſeven days he 
ht | ould p2eſerve and ſave his life. And after 
as | be had ſeen this, called his Paſters and ſhewed 
ig them the Star, and ſaid, behold my dear Paz 
w] fers, I ſe perfectly in the Star, that if J ab- 
he | ffain my ſelf ſeven days, J fhall ſave my life, 
he | Ye are nowſeven Paſters, the wileſt of all the 
es | wozld, it is an eaſie thing fo2 you, every of vou 
1d | fo2 me one day to anſwer, and with your wile 
of | anſwer every of you his day, my like map ſave 
ſe | and keep; and in the eighth day J fall ſpeak 
is my ſelf, and ſave my life, and all pou from 
peril, As the Walters did behold that cer- 
tain Star, they thought with themſelves that 
B 4 the 
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the Child had laid truth, ſaying, Almighty God 
be thanked that the wiſdom and cunning of our 
Diſciple exceedeth us all. Then ſaid the firſt 
Paſter Pantillas, Lo2d J ſhall ſpeak fo2 pou the 
firſt dap, and ſave pour life, And Lentullus the 
ſecond Paſter, ſaid, J ſhall foz pou the ſecond 
day an[wer : and lo conſequently every of them 
pꝛomiſed to an{wer foz himſelf his day: and this 
ſaid, thep cloathed the Child in Purple, leaped 
on hozleback with a fair Company, and halted 
with the Child to the Emperoz. 


How the Emperor rode to meet his Son coming 
trom Study, with Joy, Solemnity and Triumph. 


b 


neil, 
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Won the Emperoz perceived that his Son 
was coming an the way, he rode with 
great joy to meet him, and che Paſters under⸗ 
” ot | ſtanding 
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d I fanding the coming of the Emperoz, ſaid unte 


the Child, it is beſt that we depart, that in the 
mean while we may pzovide how we may ſave 
pour like. The Child ſaid, it pleaſcth me well 
that pou do ſo, but Have mind of me in mp nc- 
ceſſity: lo they tok leave and departed toward 
the City, and the Child came after accompanied 
moſt honourably. And as he and his Father the 
Emperoz met, fo2 joy he tok his Son about the 
neck and kiſſed him, and laid, Py dear Son, 
now is mp joy compleat, beholding tn the the 
treaſure of mp lifes comfozt. Bow is it with 
you, it is long ſince that J law you. Me bowed 
down his head and anſwered nothing, The 
Father had great wonder why he ſpake not, and 
thought in himſclf, that his Paſters had ins 
fozmed him lo, that he riting ſhould not ſpeak. 
And when they were come into the Palace, and 
were deſcended from their Yozſes, the Father 
tok the Son by the hand and led him into the 
Pall, aud let him next him, aud beheld him, 

and laid, Tell me now how it is with your 
Paſters, How have thep inſtructed pon theſe 
map pears ſince AJ ſaw pou: Wut he bowen 
down his head again, and {pake not. The 
Father ſaid, Mherckoze ſpeak pe not to me. 
Wheu the Tmpzeſs heard that the Emperozs 


Pon was come, ſhe was right joyous, and ſaid, 


I will go fee him, She apparelled her ſelf | 
with rich Attire, and tak with her two of her 


Tens 
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Gentlewomen,and went, whereas the Cmperoſſoy 
was fitting with his Bon, and ſet her down bees 
the Child, and the ſaid to the Cmperoz, is thisg,1 
pour Don that hath been nouriſhed with the ſep 
ven Wiſe Paſters; and he ſaid, it is my Son ee 
but he lpeaketh not: She laid, deliver to mien 
pour Don, and if ever he ſpeak, J ſhall makeſ,., 
him, Then ſaid the Emperoz, riſe and go wit tal 
her: The Son did reverence to his Father ag my 
though he laid, J am ready to accompliſh youre, q 
will; and ſe he went with her. the! 
lay 
it i 


How the Empreſs led Diocleſian the. Emperor 
Son with her into a Chamber, to make good " 
Cheer with him, the which he withſtood, | 


"Ts Empreſs led him with her into thiſ her 
Chamber, and commanded all others to ag wi 
void, and ſet him by her bekoze her bed⸗ſide, a 
laid. O mp beſt beloved Diocleſian, J hang a0 
heard much of pour perſon and beauty 3 but non gan 
J am glad that J may ſe that which my hearl an 
coveteth and loveth: foz J have cauſed pour Faq mt 
ther to ſend koz you, that J might have ſolacy ys 
and joy ol your Perſcn;wherefoze right heartily} . 
I give you knowledge that J fo2 pour love unte 4, 
this day have kept my Uirginity 3 ſpeak to my or 
therefoze, and let us go to bed together: Bu 4, 
he gave her no anſwer, She ſ&ing that ſaid, ii on 
him, O god Diocleſian, which hath the hal 7 
of my Soul, why ſpeak pe not to me 302 os 
1 


MASTERS. 


erahgew me ſome token of love: what ſhall J vo 2 
peak to me, J am ready to perfozm pour will: 
"08nd when ſhe had thus ſaid, ſhe embzaced him, 
le und would have kifſed his mouth, but he turned 
Mis Uilage from her, and in no wile would con⸗ 
Went : then ſhe ſaid again, O Son, wherefoze do 
ang ou thus with me 2 let us fleep together; a then 
alt Gall ye perceive, that fo2 your love J have kept 
mp Uirginitp: but he turned his Uiſage again 
ouryfrom her; he ſ&ing that of her he was aſhamed, 
ſewing unto him her naked Body and Bzeaſts, 
ſaying, Behold my Bon, what Bodp J have, 
it is at your Mill, a ſervant to pour pleaſure : 
give me pour conſent, oz it ſhall be hard foz me 
to depart hence in my right mind. He ſhewed 
chef her no manner of love, but as much as he could 
A withd2ew Himſelf from her. Mhen ſhe law 
that, ſhe ſaid, O my beſt Son, ik it pleaſe pou 

1 not to conſent unto me (pet ſpeak) perhaps foz 

4 ſome reaſonable cauſe « Lo, here is Pen, Ink, 

4 and Paper, then wzite your will, whether J 
Nmap at any time hereafter truſt in pour love oz 
not. The Child wꝛote as followeth. O Lady, 
God forbid that I ſhould defile my Fathers Or- 
chard: For I wot not what Fruit I ſhould have 

"Wy of it: I know well that I ſhould fin greatly in 
the fight of God, and allo run in the maledicti- 
Ion of my Father; and therefore from henceforth 
94 pray you provoke me no more thereto, 52 
7 "When ſhe had ſ&@n and read the Wriing, GE 
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ſhe toze it with her teh + and rent her Clothes {ſaw 
ts her Navel, and ſcratched her Uiſage till it wo! 
was all blody, and caſt from her all the Ozna⸗ 1 
ments of her head, and cryed ont with a loud e: 
voice, Come hither my Lords and help me, leſt but 
this rude and evil body ſhame and raviſh me, lis 
wed! 
How the Empreſs complained to the Emperor him 
of the ſhame done unto her by his Son. 
'Yftice 
He Cmpero2 being in the Hall and hearing Em 
the cry of the @mpzelſs, haſtily run toward put 
her Chamber with many of his Knights ang him 
Servants following him, to know the matter ICh 
Then began the Empꝛels to cry and ſpeak ta fand 
the Emperoz in this wiſe : O my Loꝛzd, have [Em 
pity on me, behold this poung man is not pour 
Don, but the fouleſt foz Ribaldzy and actions of Plaid 
Luxurp, chat ever fin and heat put ftrength intozÞor 
Fo? as pou know, AJ led him into the Chamber, rou 
and would have crho2ted and cauſed him to have | 
ſpoken; J have done as much therefoze as J can ſto l 
02 may 3 and whilſt J moved him to have ſpo⸗ is 
ken, he hach endeavoured himſelf with me to mo 
have ſinned ; and becauſe J would not conſent Ra! 
but withſtwd as much as J might 10 flie the mig 
ſame, he hath made mp Uilage all bloody; and t! 
tozn my Ueſture and Oznaments off my Mead ehe 
AS Pou may (ſe; and if pou had not ſon come e 
unto my calling, he had ended in me, his opt N 
| on 
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foul and wicked appetite. Mhen the Emperoz 
eg {ſaw and heard this (filled with great malice and 
it Jwodneſs) he commands his Servants to lead 
1s him to the Oallows and hang him. When the 
udILozds heard thereof they ſaid, Lozd pon habe 
leſt but this Don onlp, it is not god that pe thus 
Aligbtly put him co death. The Law is ozdain⸗ 
Jed ko: Tranlgreſlozs, and if he mutt dye, let 
or bim by the Law die, leſt it be laid, that the 
Jemperoz in his wzath, (without Law oz Ju⸗ 
aice) had put his only Son to death. As the 
ng[Emperoz heard this, commanded him to be 
rd put in Paiſon till judgment was given againſt 
ny bim. When the Empzels underſtod that the 
er; [Child was not put to death, ſhe . wept bitterly, 
to and would take no reſt. When night came, the 
ve Emperoz entred into his Chamber to go to bed, 
ur fond found his Wife ſozrowing: To whom he 
of laid, O my dear Lady, foz what cauſe are pe 
o:ſozrowful 2 She anſwered, know pe not that 
r, Ivdur accurſed Son hath done me fo much ſhame 
ve and diſhonoured you, that pou commanded him 
in to be hanged, and pet he liveth, and your wozy 
ois not perfozmed, noz mp ſhame revenged: to 
to moro (ſatd the Emperoz) be . ſhall die by the 
at Ham : then ſaid ſhe, ſhall he ſo long live Then 
ze Wight it happen to you as it did to a Burgels 
mel Rome, of whom an Example is mentioned: 
a ſhe Emperoꝛz ſaid, J pꝛap pou ſbem me this Ex⸗ 
6 ple: chat (hall J do glably ſaysthe Ty 
Myr | p 


i 5 


The Seven Wiſe | 
The firſt Example of the Empreſs. Ibim 


N the City of Rome was a Burgeſs, wind 
had a fair Garden, wherein he had a nohſend 
A. Tre, the which every pear bzought fo l 
fruit ol gwd vertue, foꝛ whoſoever eat thereof thÞ®®! 
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bim that it grew not ſo much as it Could do; 


and he ſaid to the Gardiner, how may this be; 
ad he ſaid it is no wonder, fo2 this great Tree 
hath ſo great Arms and 1Bzanches, that the air 


— may not come to the rot of the young Trezthen 


* 
ht. 


id the Burgeſs, cut and hew off the Arms and 
e boughs, that the air may come thereto. The 
Gardiner did as he commanded, The Burgeſs 
came again another time to ſe the young Plant, 
land thought that it grew never the better, and 
aid to the. Gardiner, what is it that letterh 


0 Ichis Plant not to grow nom? and he ſaid. 3 


ppole the height of the old Tree letteth the 
Bun, that the Rain map not come thereto, and 
Icherefoze it cannot grow. Then ſaid the Paſter 


N unto him, hew down that Tre to the ground, 


A 


h 


be 


Ifo; J hope of this Plant to have a better than 
ever that was. The Gardiner hearing his 
Pacer, hewed ddwn the tree, and as ſoon as 
this was done, the poung Plant periſhed, and 
came to nought: wherefoze there came great 
harm 3 fo2 when the poo? ſick peaple perceived 
that the Tree was deſtroped (they curſed all 
them that were Counſellozs and helpers theres 
to) by the which thep oftentimes were healed 
and cured of their infirmities: then laid the 
Empzeſs to her Lozd, underſtand pe what A 
have ſaid 2 he anſwered, yea right well: Then 
of ſaid ſhe, J will declare the meaning of that A 


The 


The Seven Wiſe 


The Declaration of the Example; ſau 


His Tre, my Lo2d, betokeneth pour m * 

1 NoblePerſon, bow that with pour counſſehe 
and help, many poz and ſick folks are greatlfly, 
comfozteds and the young Imp which is growl, 
under the great Tree, is pour accurſed Don, th 
now by cunning beginneth to grow, and! 
dieth firſt, how he might cut off the Arms au; 
2Soughs of pour might, and how to win hi 
the Land, and favour of the people, yea and me 
unnaturally, imaginech to deſtrop pour perſon 
that he may himſelf reign; but what ſhall then 
enfue thereof: All poz and feeble people half 
curſe them who might have deſtroped pour Dot 
and have not pet done it: Therekoze J counſe 

du, whilf pon are in power, that you deſtroy 

im, left the curſe of the people fall upon poulthe 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, pe have given my; 
god counſel, to mozrow I ſhall condemn hin 
to the vileſt death that can be thought upon 
When the day was, the Cmperoz went an 
fat in Judgment, and commanded his Servant 
to lead His Son to be hanged, with Trumpet; 
ſounding in token of death. As the Emperoz 
Son was led thzongh the City, the comme 
people began to weep and cry, Alas the oni 
Son of the Emperoz is led towards his death 
And therewithal came Pantillas the firſt Paz]gy 
ſter riding upon a Yozſe, When the or | 


MASTERS. 
ſaw him, he bowed his head, as thoußh he laid, 
mind me, when port come befoze mp Father, 
ſ& how J am led towards the Callows. Then 
the Paſter laid to the Servants | Make ud 
Jhaſte, fo2 J hope, by the Gzace of God, this day 
deliver Him from death. Then ſaid all the 
Abeople, O god Maſter, haſte y vi to the Palaces 
nd ſave pour Diſciple 3 He \mote his Yozle 
with his Spurs, till he came to the Palace, and 
kne!'d to the Empero2, and did him reverence, 
"To whom the Emperoz ſaid t it ſhall never be 
Jto thee god; who anſwered J have deſerved a 
better Reward, The Empero? laid, thou lyeſt; 
*Ffo2 J deliveredmy Don to thee well mannered, 
Jand now he is bzought home dumb, and hath 
ought to wozk his will, to the ſhame of my ver- 
Atuous Empzels, and the difhonvar of His Fa⸗ 
chers Bed fo2 eber; therefoze this day Call he 
Mie; and pe {hall die a amekul death. Zhen ſaiv 
the Paſſer, Lozd, fozalmuch as your Son ſpeaks 
lech not, the rauſe wherecf God knoweth, and 
without cauſe it is not, as pou (hall. underſtand: 
ind whereas pon lap, that he would have com⸗ 
"mitted the ſin cf enkozcement on pour Empaeſs, 
244 hail-ſap to you of a truth, he hath bien in 
Jour Company to the ſpace of ſixteen peats, and 
we never could perceive ſuch an abuſe by him: 
[Therekoze, mp dear Lo2d, J ſhall ſhew you 
Buſone thing, that if you put pour Won to death fo: 
* J698 words of your wike, it hail happen to you 
ay. C wozſe 
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wozſe than, to a Knight that killed bis pont 
Ge y⸗ hound (thzough the wozds of his Wise ail j 
which ſaved his Son from death. Then laid thin 
Emperoz to the Paſter, tell me that Cxamplegſze o 
The Paſter ſaid, Lozd, that call J not donde 
foz befoze J ſhall end, pour Son might be deadGgece 
and then without hope ſhall J rehearſe it: but What | 
itt pleale you this noble Example to hear, calls | 
gain pour Son till to mozrow; and as you chin 4 
by reaſon, then ds with him pour pleaſure. Arn 
the Emperoz heard that, anon he willed theſis 
Childto be called again: and in the mean timeſhyhic 
he let him in pꝛiſon, while the Paſter finiſhed 
his Tale; aud then began in this manner ſolshzx 
lowing., | they 


The firſt Exampleof the firſt Maſter. 


T was a valiant night has one oulyHhhe - 
Don as pou have, which he loved lo much n: 
that he o2dained fo2 his Keepers th2e Houriſh⸗ ther 
ers; the firſt Hould give him luck, and fedJyert 
him; the ſecond, waſh him, and keep him font 
clean; and the third ſhould bzing him to his Chi 
p and reſt, The Knight had alſo a G2ey- wa 
hound and a Faulcon, which he alſo loved right 
well. The Gzep-hound was ſo god, that he ne⸗ I 
ver ran at any Game, but he tok it, and held i 0 | 
{il tis Paſter came. And il his Paſter was di⸗ 0 
(pole d to go to any Vattel, if he ſhould no 
[pd therein, anon as he Gould mount upon his 
Yozle, 4 


Wy 


1 N 
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ole, the G2ey-hound would take his Yozſe 
ic, il | in his month, and dzaw backward, and cry 
d howl marvelouſly loud. By theſe ſigns, and 

"ſhe e obſervations thereof, the Knight did al ways 
der ſtand, that his journey ſhould have very ill 
ucceſs. The Falcon was ſo gentle aud hardy, 


ts 


ink The ſame Knight had great pleaſure in Juſt- 
"inc aud Tournep, ſo that upon a time, under 
Caſtle he pꝛoclaimed a Tournament, to the 
mi hich came many great Lozds and Knights. 
The Knight entred into the Tourney, and his 
lol Rady went with her Paidens to ſer it, and as 
ey went out, after went the Ncuriſhers, and 
the Child lying in the Cradle in the Yall, 
there the Gzep-hound lay near the Wall, and 
nly he Mawk oz Falcon ffanding upon a Pearch. 
* In this Pall there was a Serpent lurking, to all 
ſh⸗ chem of the Caſtle unknown, which when he 
a perceived they were all abſent, he put his head 
im Jout of his hole, aud when he ſam none but the 
his child in the Cradle, he went gut ok his hole, to⸗ 
45 wards the Cradle to have ſlain the Child. 
The Noble Falcon percciving that, and be⸗ 
2 Folding the Gzey-hound that was leping,made 
lich ruffling with her Wings, that the Gꝛey⸗ 
pound a waked and roſe up; and when he ſaw the 
106, derpenc near the Child, anon againſt him he 
„ leaped, and they both Se ſo long, * the 
0 et⸗ 


8. 
\» 


hat he was never caſt off to his pzey, but he uu ,” | 
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Serpent. had grieveuſly wounded the Gzey, 
hound, that he bled ſo ſo2c; that the earth abou 
tze Cradle wasblody. The Gzep-hound whe 
he felt himſelf grievoullp wounded, ſtarts fierctday | 
lp upon che @erpent, and fought lo ſoze, anlfjry 
eagerly, that betwixt them the Cradle was v 
vertolt, with the Child, the bottom upward, aua 


. w —— — 


— 2 
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the Cradl 
upon, they ſaved che Child from having any 
hurt: what can be moze expꝛeſt to make good the ; 
wonder in this pꝛeſer vation of the Child with f q, 
great pain the Gzephound flew the Serpent te 
laid him down again iu his place, and licked high er 
wounds, Anon after as the Juſts and Tourney 
vas done, the Nouriſhers came firſt into c 
Calle, and ſaw the Cradle turned the up⸗Au 
down 
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MSown- upon the earch,” compaſſed round about 
boulBrich viov; and the Gꝛey⸗hound allo blu dy, and 
bead among themſelves, that the Gzey⸗ hound 
reed flain the Child, and were not ſo wile as to 
din up the Cradle again wich the Child, to 
Wit what was befallen : and ſaid, let us run a⸗ 
amp, leſt that our Paſter ſhould lay the blame 
won us and lap us. Kunning a wap, they 
Inet the nights wife; and ſhe ſaid unto chem, 
 Ewherefoze make pe this ſozrow, and whither 
aal von run? Then they ſaid, O Lady, wo be 
E 6 Aus, and to you! Uhy ſaid ſhe, what is happen⸗ 
m1 Jed 2 ew me : the Gzep⸗hound, they ſaid, that 
ear Lo2vand Paſter loved ſowell, hath devour- 
Ie and fiatu your Den; and lieth by the Mall 
uli of blov. As the Lady heard this ſhe p2c- 
| nely fell to the earth, and began to weep piti⸗ 
| Jonfly, and ſaid, Alas! O my dear Son, are ye 
chus lain ? What ſhall I now do, that I have 
mine only Son thus loſt? Yerewichal came in 
Iche Knight from the Tourney, beholding his 
cl Ladp crying, he demanded wherefoze ſhe made 
u great lamentation 2 She anſwered: O my 
Lord, the Grey-hound you loved ſo much, bath 
i) gain your only Son, and lieth by the Wall ſatia- 
WH tcd with the blood of the Child. The Knight 
vis erceding angry went into the Hall; the Gzeps 
bound aroſe to mer him, anddivfawn upon him 
Mas he was wont: But the Knight d2ew out 
"I his won, and wich one ftroke {mote off the 
os iy C 3 Ozep⸗ 
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Szep⸗hounds head; then he went to the Cr 
where the Child lap, and found his Don whalſſhes"! 
and by the Child the Serpent lay ſlain; an 
divers ügus, perceived the Gzep-hound by 
Killed the Serpent foz the defence of his « 
Chen with great ſozrowhe toze his hair, 
ſaid, Mo is me, that foz the wozds of my 1 
J have flain my beſt Gzey⸗Pound, which hy 
laved my Childs life, and flain the Serpe 
therefoze J will put my ſelf to penance, and ff ber! 
he bꝛake his Swoꝛd in thze pieces, and went i deu 
wards the Yoly-Land, and abode there all fad 
daps of his life. Then ſaid the Paſter to eu 
Empero2,Lo2d, underſtand ye what J have ſail} "0! 
and he anſwered, right well. The Maſter, thu 
ik pou put your Don to death foz the words 
your Mile, it hall happen to you wozſe — 
did to the Knight foz his Gꝛey⸗honnd. The C 
pero2 faid pou have ſhewn me a fair Evamyl 
without doubt this day mp Son ſhall not 
Then ſaid the Paſſter, if pou do ſo, vou do wili B 
Ip, and Ithank you, that pou have — 2 
this day fo2 my fake, - 
| 


The ſecond Complaint of the Empreſs : A ſor tt 
row mingled with much cunning and falſe V 
hood. V 
LY, 7 Hen the Empꝛels heard the Child wa n 
not pet dead, ſhe began to weep bitte t 

Ip, and ſat her down on the earth in aſhes, au ! 


wou 
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vould nat ift up her head. When the Emperoꝛz 
heard thas, he entredthe Chamber, and ſaid unto 
r, D:c@d Wife, wherefoze make you all this 
ſozrow;and trouble your ſelf ſo much: She laid, 
ask pe that of me: know you not what ſhame J 
ave ſuffered of pour unhappy Don, and pe have 
pomiled me, that you would ſe juſtice to be 


1 {afflthereupon executed on him, and pet he T.vech : 


Ok a truth it will happen to pou as to a Shep⸗ 
Fherd and a Boar, The Emperoz ſaid, J pꝛap 
you ſhew me that Example tfoz my learning:lhe 
laid peſterday J ſhewed you one, and law nogod 
cite that came thereok: To what end ſhall A 
now do the like⸗ Nevertheleſs J ſhall declare 

this noble Example unto pon, as hereafter you 
ſhall hear. - "F601 Wy 
+." 


- 


The ſecond Example of the Empreſs. 
Here was ſometime an Emperoz whit? 
1 had a great Fozreſt, wherein was a wild 
i Soar ſo cruel andfierce, that he devonred men 4 

going thꝛough the Fozreff, The Emperoz there- 
. | foze being right heavy, pꝛoclaimed thzeughout 
his Dominions, That whoſoever could ſlay 
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hot only advante my ſelk, but alſs my generatiſmot 
on and kindzed, Bo he tok his Shepherds Staſſemd 
in his hand, wem tothe Fozreflz and as chaſte 
Bar had of Him a ſight, he dzew towards th 
Merdlman, but he f62 fear climbed into a Tre, 
and then the Eoar began to bite and gnaw thi 
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, 
Tree, ſo chat the Perd thought ſhoꝛtly he would 
have overthzew. it. This Tree was leaden with 
plenty ol fruit, and the Merd gathered thereof , 
aud call them to the Poar, inlomuch that when 
be was filled therewich, he laid him dawn to 
llep z which when the Herd perccived, he by 
litele and little deſcended the Tree, aud with 
the one hand clawed the Boar, and wich the 
ther held, him about the Tre, and laing the 
car flept very ſoundlp, dzawing out his knife, 
7 | {mote 
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atimote the Woar to the heart, and killed him, 
tafflmy ſhoxtly after wedded the @mperozs Danghs 
thellcer; and after the death of Her Father, he was 
 thelmave Emperoz. Then ſaid ſhe my XL 02d, woe 
oe not what J have ſaid : he ſaid, right well: 
den (aid ſhe, this mighty Boar betobeneih 

1 your moſt noble Perſon, againſt whom may 
ON | no man withſtand, neither by Mikdem, noy 
wt irength. The Shepherd with his Staff, to 
Wh the perſon: of your ungratious Don, who with 
his Staff of cunning, beginneth to play with 
Vil you, as the Yerdſman clawed the Boar, made 
bim ep, and after killed him. In the ſame 
| manner, the Maſters of pour Son, by thoſe 
falſe Fables and Narrattens claw pou, andgloſe 
with you, until your Bon ſlay pou, that he may 
reign, Then laid the Empers2, God fo2bid 
they ſhould do to me as he did to the wild 
Boar; and he ſaid — her, this day my Son 
ſhall die: and the an wered, if pou do fo, then do 

| ye wiſely. Then the Emperoꝛ the ſecond time 
fitting in Judgment, commanded to [cad him 

ts the place of Exetution appointed foz that 
purpoſe, Whilf he was going, the ſecony 
Paſter came defoze the Emperoz, doing him 
great reverence,as be toe he ſhe wed in the coms 
ing of the firſt Pater, to whom the ſecond 
Paſter ſaid: Dmy Low and Emperoz, if yeu 
ſhould Jay your Son 702 the wozds of your 
Wete, it ſhall happen wozſe to you than it did 

ta 


Da 
wy 
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to'n certain Knight which foz the words *Y wW 
Wife was un juſtly put upon thePillozy. Thel ran 
Emperoꝛz ſaid, O god Paſter tell me how cha fro 
happened : And he ſaid, Py Lozd A fhall ni 

fay it, unleſs pon will call pour only Son from 
the death, until the Crample be told, which if it 
turn not pou from pour, purpoſe, then pour wiki] 
be fulfilled: then the Cmperoz commanded the 
Child ſhould be called again: and after this 
— following, the ſecond Paſter began tof ro 
tell: th 


The Example of the ſecond Maſter. of 


Na City was an ancient Knight, which wed⸗ c 
deda poung wife, and fair, as pou have done, d 
whom he loved above all earthly things: The] x 
Knight was a verycircumſpect and careful Hus⸗ i 
band, inſomuch chat everynight he locked the} 7 
dw2 with his own hands, and laid the keys under 1 
his beds⸗ head. In that City was a Law oꝛ Cu- 
ftom, that a certain hour in the night a Bell! 
was uſed to be rung, that after the ringing of the 
ſaid Bell, if any man oz woman were by the] | 
»UWatth-men found about the Streets, all that 
night they ſhould be kept in Pziſon, and on the 
mozrow ſet upon the Pillozy, that all people 

- might behold them, 
The ſaid Knight had little luſt sf aehly dds, 
to perfozm the deſtres and appetite of his pony | 
Mike; 
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mike; wherefoze every night ſhe having a Pa- 
ramour, her Yusband fleeping, tok the keys 
from under his beds⸗ head and went to her Love, 
and when ſhe came again, laid the keys under 
ber Mus bands head: and thus they played ma? 
ny a time. 

It happened upon a night, that the Knight 
awaked from his flep, and miſſed his wife, and 
the keys from his Beds-head, whereupon he 
roſe up, and went unto the dozs, and found 
them open, the which he bolted faſt within, and 
went up again into his Chamber, and loked out 
of the window towards the ſtreet, and when 
it was near the third Cocks Crow, his Mike 
ed⸗ came from her beft- beloved, and found the 
ne, do ſhut and bolted within: then was ſhe ſoz⸗ 
he] rowful ; Nevertheleſs ſhe knocked to ha ve come 
19] in, Then ſpake the Knight out of the Wins 
bel dow, O thou molt wicked and unclean Wife, 
der] now J know that many times thou haſt fozſa- 
Uu-] ken mp Bed, and gone and done adulterp; now 
ell thou ſhalt ffand until the Bell be rung, that the 
be] Watchmen may take ther, and to with thee acs 
he coding to the Law. Mis Wife anſwered, my 
at} 2Lozd, why do pou lap that to me 2 Foz in very 
be | truth, the cauſe of my being abzvav was:fo2 no 
le] ill, but J was by my WPothers Paid fetch⸗ 
ed in the night; and when J ſaw you flzep fo 
ſweetly J durft not awake you, becauſe pou are 
old, and therefoze J tok the keys and went to 

| my 
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my Pother who is foze fick; that J fear t6 * 
mozrow ſhe mult be anointey, oz annihillen: 
Notwithſtanding, becanſe I would not pou ofs } = 
fend J have haſted again unto you, and have 
left her lying in great pain; therefaze I pꝛay 
you foz the love of God, let me in befaze the 
Bell ringeth. The Knight anfwered, pe ſhall 
not come in, vou mutt abide there until the Bell 
ringeth, and until the Watchmen come any 

take you + then faiv ſhe, that would be ts pou, 

and tome, and unts all our friends and kindzed 

a great ame, therekoze fox the reverence of 

Almighty God, let me in, Then ſaid he, have 
in thy mind, evil aud falſe Wife, how often 

times thou haſt fozfaken my Bed, and done 
Adulter p: it is much better thou ſuffer ſhame, 
and be wall fo2 thy fins here in this Wozlv,than 
to ſuffer pain in Hell. She ſaid again to him, 
I p2ay you foꝛ the love of him that was cruci⸗ 
fied, and dyed on the Croſs, have mercy on me. 
The Unight ſaid thou laboureft in vain, foz 
thou ſhale tarry the coming of the Watchmen, 
She hearing that, ſaid, My Lozd, pe know by 
this dez ſcandeth a Well, if pau let me not come 
in, I Gall here dzown my ſelf, rather than all 
my friends ſhould be aſhamed foz me: Then 
ſaid he, would ts God thou hadſt deen dzowned 
long befoze thou cameſt in my Bed. As chey 
thus ſpake, the Pon went down, and all was 
verp dark: Then ſaid ſhe, if it will be _— 
wi e, 
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wiſe J all dzown my ſelf; but pet before, like 
ed: I true Chziſtian Woman, J will make m 

of Teſtament: Firſt, J bequtath to God my ſoul, 
ave and my body to be buried in the Church of K. 
up | Peter: and all other things and gods that God 
the [hath ſent me, J give pou, to diſpoſe foz my ſoul 

after pour diſcretion, And when ſhe had thus 

ſaid, ſhe went unto the Mell, and there Tying | 
a great ſtone, with both her Arms the likt up. 
und ſaid, Now J dꝛown my ſelf; and ſocaſt the 
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ſtone down into the Well, and went again pꝛi⸗ 


—— 


bown; and ran to the Mell. And when 
he daz open, pzcfently ſhe entred, and 
' = lockt 
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locked the doz and went up into the Chamballbide 
and lay and loked out of the Window, Ah{®"is 
' Knight ſtwd by the Well, and wept bittere 
and ſaid, wo to me, J have now loſt mp begÞvcv 7 
beloved Mile: curſed be the time that J mz 
faſt this do againſt her. When the Lady bean 
that, the ſaid, O thou curſed and old GzeyſaraÞ ®, 
Why. ſtandeſt thou here at this time of the — 
night: Was not my body ſufficient? Mhere⸗ 
foze do you go thus every night to your Barlotzſfro. 
and leave my bed 2 as he heard the voice of high 7 
Mike, he was right glad and ſaid, bleſſed ue 
God that pet ſhe is not dꝛowned: But my ga cont 
Lady, wherefoze do you lay ſuch things against fit ? 
me? Jthought to have chaſtiſed you, and theres ind 
foze J locked the dez, but in no ways J intends rot 
ed to your peril : ye know well what ſozrow dar 
I made fo2 you, when Jheard pon fall into the nat 
and therefoze J came, thinking to have [bel 
helped you. Whereupon the ſaid, thou lieft, cif 
3 never committed ſuch faults as thou lapeſt to f he 
me, but it appeareth by a common Pꝛoverb, he |N 
that is guilty o2 culpable himſelf of a fin, judg⸗ |® 
eth every man to be in the ſame 3-02 elſe, the E 
Father never ſought the Son in the Oven, ex⸗ th 
cept he had ben therein himſelf, - In like caſe I"! 
tonteiveſt thou a falſe ſurmiſe of me: But one |! 
thing J pꝛomile the, thou ſhalt abive the till 2 
the Watchmen come, and the Bell | 
* they may lead ther bekoze the H 
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nbgabide and ſuffer the Law, Then ſaid the 
Th&night, wherefoze lay pou ſuch things to me 
erlyKhat am old, impotent, and unmeet to delight in 
 beghuch a Game ? J have dwelt long in this City, 
nal nd never was defamed, thercfoze let me in, 
hat to me oz your ſelf you do no ſhame. She 


ard 
thedyour fins in this Mozld than in Well: Yave 
ere in mind what the Wiſe man ſaith, A poor man 
lotgfProud, a rich man a Lyer, and an old man a 


bis Fool, God hateth: fo be you a Fol, and Rich. 


by What ned you to flander me, and cannot be 
content when pe have the Flower of my pouth 
nl lat your pleaſure, but pet you run to Yarlots; 
res and therefoze it is the great grace of God, that 
1d- vou have time to fo2e-think it, leſt you ſhould be 
01 damned foz moze ſins therefoze (ufler ſome pe⸗ 
he Jnance patiently, The Knight laid, O my. befk 
be beloved Lady, although ic xe ſo, God is mer- 
ſt, Icilul, and asketh nothing of a ſinner, but that 
to Ihe amend his life, and do penance ſoz his ſins : 
e I Now let me in, and J will make amends. 
[She laid, UUhat Devil made you lo god a 


„thus ſpake, the bell rung: then he intreated ve⸗ 
e [ty fervently, ſaying, now lufler me to come in, 
e that J be not aſhamed foz ever. She anlwered, 
The ringing: of the Bell doth poztend, the 
, | bealth ok pour ſoul, And as this was laid, pꝛe⸗ 
1 2 88 came the Watchmen about the Cup ; ; 
aud 


aid, pe ſap in vain, it is better you foze-think\ 


e Pꝛcacher: but pet you come not in. As thep 
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und found the Knight ſtanding inthe fret, 


ſatd to him, O govman, it is not god thi The 


pe ffaud here in this hour of the night. As 0 
heard this voice of the Matchmen, ſhe (aj 

God Fellows avenge me on that old accurſe V 
Whoze-hunter z foꝛ pe know whoſe DaughterY yer 


aum; this accurſed old man is wont every uighll pail 
to leave my Bed, and go to his Mpozes; weir 
have long fozbozn him, and would not complailh ter 
on him to my friends, but J truſted chat he woullſ can 
have-amended his miſ-rule, but it helpcch notlÞ in 
Chere feꝛe puniſh him after theLaw,thac all ſuch} and 
old Dotards may take example by him. Then o 
the Watchmen tak him, and all night chaſtiſe]] un 
him in Pꝛiſon, and on the mezrom put him off mg 
the Pillozy. Now ſaid the Paſter to the Em pe 
pero, Lo2d,bave pe underſtod what J have ſaibeh hat 
and he ſaid, Right well. Then ſaid the Pater, tet 
if you put to death pour Son by the inſtigation 4 f 
of pour Mike, it ſhall chance wozſe unto peu] han 
than to the Knight. Ii. 
The Emperoz ſaid, ſhe was the wozſt woman 
that ever J heard of, that ſo falfly bꝛought her 
Yusband to ſhame and rebuke: J ſay Maſtet, 
foꝛ this Example my Son ſhall not die this day: 
The Paſter ſaid unto him, ik you do ſo, you do 
wilelp, and hereafter you (hall jop: ſo J conimit 
Fou to God, and thank you fo2 your patient 
hearing, and ſparing of pour Don; and ſo he 
departed. War. 
| A The 


\ 
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th The third Complaint of the Empreſs, more full 
of cunning and ſorrow than the former. 


Hen the Empꝛels heard the Child was 
1 not dead, ſhe wept bitterly, and enter d 

her Pꝛivy Chamber, and toze her skin with her 
nails, and with a loud voice crped, Alas, that 
ever J was bozn,-thatſo great a Kings Daughs 
ter ſhould be thus intreated and ſhamed, and 
Jan have no Remedy, Per Gentlewomen hears 
ing this, went and ſhewed it to the Emperoz, 
and he went unto her, and comfozted her, ſaping, 
TD Lady, w&ep not ſo, foz it behoveth you not. 
UUho anſwered, the love that J owe unto pou, 
9 maketh me moe ſozrow than the contempt of 
me Death 3 fo2 why, the inward love of pour heart 
ry hath bitherto p2ohibited me, that J have not 
er; I returned into mp Countrep tomy Father: but 
on 3 fear, ſhould J do ſo, it might turn to pour 
eu parm; fo2 he is mighty to honour me with * 
Riches, and to revenge mp quarrel in ſuch wiſe 
as pou might repent it. UUherennto laid the 
Empero?2, let that paſs out of pour mind, noz 
repent it any moze, fo as long as A live I ſhall 


Inever fail you. Aud the ſaid, Lo2d, J pzay God 
rou may long live: but J fear it may happen 
nit te Fou, as it befel to a Knight and his Son, that 
v I would not bury his Fathers head in the Churchs 
he pard, yet his Father died foz him. Then lan 
he Emperoz, ſhew _ Example, that he 


he 


would 
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would not bury his Fathers head; ſhe ſaid, 3 

ſhall do it fo: pour pꝛofit. 7 
The Third Example of the Empreſs. 7 Ia 


E the City ok Rome there was a Bnight 
hich had two daughters and one ſon. Thy 
Knight had ſuch a delight in Hunting, Iuſting 


and Tourney, that all thin ngs he might win a 
get in, he ſpent chereupon. In that time live 
an Emperoꝛ named Octavian, which in Nich ih 
of Gold and Silver exceeded other Kings ani 
Painces, inſemuch that he had a Tower kulſ 38 
of Gold, and ozzained a Knight to have the 
ke&eping and charge thereof, This Bnight wIf 
Punting, Zuſting, and pther idle Games, cam 
to lo great poverty, that he was kozced, out Ul I} 
the cxtremity of his adverſe Fortunes to ſell hi 
Yeritage 5 and called unto him his Son, am! 
laid, my Don it behoveth me of pour counſely. 4 
foz neceſſity compelleth me to ſell my PeriTo 
tage, 02 elle to find ſome other way whereby Ahe 
map live ; fc2 if J ſhould fell mine Verighe 
tage, you aud ycur Siſters would periſh, Thenſthe 
the Don laid, Father, if you can find any manu 
ner of means, without ſelling pour Veritaggg 2 
3 ſhsiuld be ready to help pou. The Fathal 
lau, J have thought on a gov counſel : Thi 
Cmperoz yath a great Tower full.of Gold; Y a 
ight⸗time, let us with Inſtruments dig an 7 
4 Nh u thzough the Tower, and let us take R that 
4 ou 
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* Gold as much as ſhall lufſice us. Mhereunto 
4% Don an[wered,that counſel cannot be amen⸗ 
Jed: fo2 it is better ok the Emperozs Gold to 
Late 1 to help us) than to ſell cur Heritage. 
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nel So they aroſe in the night, and went to the 
rTower, and with Inſtruments made aw hole 
vp Fthozow the Mall, and tok as much Gold as 
'eriJthey could both carry away at that time. Aud 
-hcfthe Knight paid his Debts, and haunted again 
naugzuſts as he did bekoze, until all was confumed, 
agen the mean while the Keper of the Treaſure 
cheiſwent into the Tower; and when he law the 
Treaſure ſtoln, and a great hole made thozow 
3 Moe wall, he began to war ſ(o2e afraid, and went⸗ 
4 to the Emperoz, and ſhewed what had bekel. 

To whom the COAL ſaid, ail angry, What, 


. 50 needs 
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needs thou to (ew me that Pave J not del 
vered to thee my Treaſure ? Zherefoze of tha 
will ask it. Anon as the Keeper heard that, heſ* 
went to the Tower again, and ſet befo2e the 
hole a great UMeſſel full of Pitch melted, with of 
ther Ging ok ſubtlety, that no man might com 
in at the hole, but he muſt n&vs fall into that 
Ueflel ; and if had therein fell, he could 1 
moe come ont ofit. Not long after the Knig| 
had all the Gold contumed and ſpent, and wen of 
again with his Son to ſteal moze Gold: Am 
as the Father went in firſt, anon he was fal 
len into the Uefſel full of Pitch, to the neck; 
And when he ſaw he was taken, and could na 
get out, he ſaid to his Don, follow me not, 
koz if thon doff, thou canſt not eſcape by any]? 
means. Then laidthe Son, God defend that 
ſhould not help pon; fo2 ik pon are found, v 
are all dead, and if pon may not be holpen b 
me, I Gall ſeek counſel how pon may be delive- 
red. The Father ſaid, there is no other conn/ 
lel, but wich thy Swozd ſmite off my Bead an 
as my Wody is found without an Mead, m 
man ſlall know me; and fo thon and mf 
Daughters map clcape this wozlvly ſham 
and death. The Son ſaid, Father, pe hart 
given the beſt counſel: Noz if it were f 
that euy man might perceive any knowledge 
of you, nene of us all ſ-all eſcape death 3 an 
it is ee thet your Y*ead be mitten Oo 
cat J 
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dell Anon he 2ew out his Swozd, and ſmote off his 
ber Lechers head, and caſt it into a Pit, and then 
t. vent and ſhewed unto his Siſters all. the mat⸗ 
e ter; who many daps after pꝛivily bewailed the 
the death of their Father. After this che Keeper of 
0 the Treaſury came into the Tower, and found 
the Body without a Bead; whereas he wondzed 
ſoze, and ſhewed it unts the Emperoꝛ: to whom 
ahn de laid, Eind the Bopp to the Tail of an 
1 Poſe, and lo dzaw him thozow all the irets 
Jof the City, aad diligently take god heed ik pe 
fat hear anp cry o weeping : whereſorver pe do 
eck: hear that, he was Lowet the Houſe; take all 
them and the Vodp, dꝛaw them to the Gallows 
wor | ind hang them. The which the Emperozs 
any Servants fulfilled accozding to his Command- 
at J ment. And as they came againft che Youle 
et the dead Knight, the Daughters ſeeing the 
Boy of their dead Father, made a mar vellous 
ve Lear ſhꝛick and wept piteouſly. Aud as tber 
un Wꝛother Heard that, He wounded hiniſet{ wich 


"ml ® nike, ſo that great plenty of lod came 
ml but of His wounds The Dflicers when they 


ol Heard-the cry, entred the Youſe, and demanded 
mel. £92 caule of their clamour. Then an(wered 
the * „Thep lament becauſe J am thus 

wounded; foz when my Biſters law che lod fo 

abundantlp go out, as pou lte, they began to 
1 W&p and cry: and when the Officers ſaw the 
wound, they believed his wozds, and lo went and 
D 3 hang'd 


diill on the Gallows; if he could not have ta⸗ fe 
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Vang'd the Knights Body upon the Gallo to m 
where he hung a long time, and his Son wou cers 
neither take his Body down from the Gallows and 
| no? yet bury his Mead. The Empꝛels ſaid, un ly. 

derſtand ye what J have ſaid ? the Emperoꝛ ſauſ peo 


right well. cry! 
N 
The Declaration of the Example. 


Ven ſpake the Empꝛels thus, Mp Lo2d, JJ Cr 

fear it will ſo chance to you and to pour f tbe 
Son, the Knight foz the love of his Don was] hit 
made pos, and firſt he committed Thekt, and mi 
bzake the Tower: ſecondly, cauſed himfelf to mi 
be behcaded, that his Childzen ſhould have no] bi 
ſhame, After the Son caſt his head into the | P 
Dike and buried it not, neither in the Church noz | pe 
Church⸗ ard; and bis body he ſuffered ts — 


ken it down in the dap, he might well have 
done it in the night. In the lame manner ye | 
labour night and day, that ye may pꝛomote pour 
Son to Yonour and Riches, but without doubt 
he laboureth foz pour deſtruction, that he may 
reign after you in your Empire. Therefoze J 
a wiſe you ſp&dilp to take away his life, who 
living would ſuddenly pꝛove the deſtruction of 
yours, The Emperoꝛ ſaiv, you have ſhewed 
me a god Example. The Knights Don, when 
he had ſmicten off his Fathers head, would not 
burp it: without doubt mp Don ſhall not do ſo 
--.— 0 


ve to me. Then anon he comwanded his Offt- 
cers that they ſhould lead him to the Gallows, 


ward, and not lo to be rebuked. The Emperoz 


ed and taught, and pe have delivered him a⸗ 
gain unto me dumb, and a Ribauld. To 
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and they all obeped his commandment hafti- 

ly. Asthey led him thzough the Streets the 
prople made a great noiſe and lamentation, 

crying, Alas, alas, the only Son of the « 
Emperoz is led again towards the Gallows 3' 

and as they led him, the third Paſter named 
Craton, came rwving upon an Mozſe: and as 
tbe Child ſaw him, he bowed down his head to 
him, and as though, he had (aid, have mind upon 
me. The people crpev, ſaying, O god Paſter 
make haſte and {ave pour Dilctple : fo he lmote 
his Yoxſe wit# {is Spurs, and haſted to the 
Palace, And when he came befsze the Ems 
peroz, he honourably ſaluted him; who-ſaid, 
thy coming hither shall nothing avail ther, 
fo2 J think it long until J be avenged on thee, . 
The Paſter replyed, J hoped at my coming to 
have been welcome, and to have had a better res 


ſaid, as pe have deſerved, ſo ſhall it be to pou. 
To whom he ſaid, mp Lo2d, what have J des 
ſcrved + The Empero? ſaid, pe right well de⸗ 
ſerve death; foz J delivered poumy Son well 
peaking, and well manner'd, co be tnfozm# 


which the Paſter anſwered : in that you ſay he 
is dumb, that J commit to Govz For he maketh 
| WoW 4 41 ; the 
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the dumb to ſpeak, and deaf to heat: Fnt in that Nx uli 
you lap he would have infozred pour Mike, that had 
thould Jgladly know, if any creatute hath ten her 
that: fo there is no malice above the malice of was 
a woman, and that A ſhall pꝛove by a god Ex⸗ 
ample, that a woman is full of falſhwd and un⸗ 
© Knowkn deteit: and if you put to death pour Son 
loʒ the wozds of pour wife, it ſhall happen unto ; 
ou as it did to a Poble-man and his Mike, and e 
pe, which he loved marveloully. To whom HE 
the Emperoz laid, J pꝛap you tell me how that 
women are full of malice and leaſings, who laid, WE 
I thall not fhew it 3 but if pou will firſt call az Y 
gain pour Hon from death, then at pour plea⸗ 
dure J all ſhew the Example. Then the Ems Þ 
Peres made his on. to be called again and put 
in Pꝛilon. And the Walter began to tell the 
Example in manner following, 


be Example of the third Maſter, 


Vere was in a City a rich Burgeſs that 
1 had a Pye, which he loved ſo well, that 
everp day he taught her to ſpeak Latin and Ye- 
bew; and when he had learned her perfecty to 
fpeak theſe two languages, all that ſhe ſaw ang 
heard, ſhe ſhewed and told her Paſter.. Mt 
This young wan had a fair young Mike, as Þ 

e habe, the which he loved full welt, but he on Pd? 
the contrary loved him not, becauſe he was not 
df that laſcivious perfozmance , to I 
Luis 
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at YLuffs accozding to her deſires + Therefoze ſhe 
at Yhad another poung man, that ſhe loved above 
en yer husband: and always as her Pusband 
of was out of Town, about His Perchandize 
x- fand other buſineſs, ſhe (ent foz her beſt beloved, 
ts hat they might make god cheer together, The 
Int 

to 
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as the e thoven that, told it to \ ber Palter 
pres coming home, in ſuch a manner as the 
hdiſe ran all over the E icy of Her Adultery 
Wherefoze her Bnsband manp times bzawled 
pd chid with her 3 ſhe anlwered him, pe believe 
ur curſed Pye, which as long es ſhe liveth, 

by. vill al way make betwixt us variance and dil⸗ 
d: and he laid the Pye cannot lye; fo2 
Þjat ſhe T&th and heareth, that he telleth me, 
pu therefoze J believe her moze chan por, 
At 
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Tt foztuned that this man went into a fall 
Countrep about his Perchandize, and as ſoonſſ] 1 
as he was gone, his Mike ſent foz her Friem 5 
aud Love, to ſolace and make god cheer with 
him: but he durſt not come by dap⸗light, but Þ 

Pp 

(i 


abode until the Evening, left he ſhould be ſ&1 
of the people: and when the Pight was come, 
he knocked at the Gate, and the was ready ani ct 
opened it. He faiv, J fear that the curſev Pyr fa 
hall accuſe me; fo2 by her is come great fas hc 
der upon us thozough all the City, Enter in, i 
ſatv, holdly and fear not. As they Hhov!d pal I | 
thozow the Hall, where the Pye was in hel ger 
Cage, ſhe heard him ſay theſe wozds, O mimt 
molt beloved, J fear me greatly, left tat cho; 
Pye ſhould betray us: and as che Wife heauſled 
that, ſhe ſaid, be ſtill fol, it is dark, ſhe majfall 
not ler pu. Then the Pye hearing that, ſaizin 
ik 3 lee ther not J hear thy voice, and thou dolfihac 
wꝛong to mp Maſter, fo2 thou leepeſt with mjthac 
Miſtreſs; and when my Paſter cometh, J ſhalthac 
tell him. The poung man hearing that, ſaidÞas 
told J not you, that the Pye would diſcover use h 
and the Mile ſaid, fear not, foz this Night wklie 
will be avenged on the Pre, and fo they entch, 
tred into the Chamber, and ſlept together there 
night. About mid-night the Mike aroſe, außer, c 
called her Maid, and ſaid, fetch me a Ladders r 
and ſet it up to the rok of the Yeuſe, that das n 
map avenge me on the Pye, The Paid didſchan 


III 
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and they went both up, and made a hole th2ongh 
the covering of the Youſe right over the Pe, 
and there thozow caſt Sand, Clay, Stones, and 
z] Water upon the Pye, infomuch that the poz 
tf} Þye was almoſt dead. And on the mozrow the - 
aul young man went out early at the back Doz. 
ben the god may was come home, as his 
xd cuſtom was, he went and viſited the Pye, and 
dye ſaid to her, © Pye, my beloved Eird, tell me 
au how thou haſt fared the while J have bien out. 
She laid, Paſter, J will tell you tidings that 
J have heard: : pour Mike as ſon as you were 
gone, by the night time the let a man come in; 
1 and as ſon ag J heard that, 3 told him that I 
thiſ heuld ſhew it you at your coming home; pet le 
eanilled him into her Chamber, and flept with him 
majjall Night : You ask me alto how J have done 
lain your abſence, and J ſap to you of a truth, 
| dolſchat JA was never ſo nigh my death, as J was 
h miſthat ſame night, with Snow, Hail, and Rain, 
 alffthat fell upon me ſo long tegether, that 3 
(aidÞas almoſt left foz dead. The Wife when 
r usHe heard that ſaid to her Wusband, Sir, pou 
1 lie ve your Pye, now pou may bear what ſhe 

mich, ſhe complainech that in the lame Night 
, ch re fell fo much Snow, Pail, and Rain, upon 
„ (her, that ſhe was almoſt dead 2 And yet. there 
der as none of them that ſame Night, to2 there 
hat as not in the year a clearcr and ſa:rer Night 
vidſqan it was; and thereloze from hencekozth be⸗ 

* lic ve 
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lteve Her not. Then went the god man to his 
Neighbours, and asked uf them ik in that night 
were any Tempeſt oz Kain : They anſwered 
and ſome of them walked that night, and in all 
that pear there was noc{en a fairer night. Zhen 
went he to his houſe and (aid to his wife, J hav 
found pou in a truth, koz the night was very 
fair and clear, as J underſtand of pour Neighs 
bonrs. You may now know of a truth, ſaid the, 
that the Ppe is a lier with her leaſings, the 
hath fown much diico2d beewirt us: Pozeover, 
IJ am defamevd chꝛough the City by ber falle lea xj 
fings. Then the Burgeſs went unto the Pyr, iv 
and ſaid, whereloze haſt thou made lies betwin v 
me and my wife: is this the thanks J have fe 
the meat that J was wont to give thee with 
mine own hands every dap: and thou haft theres 
by bought my wife into great diſgrace thꝛoug 
all the City. The Pye anſwered, God know 
eth J cannot lie, fe2 that which I ſaw and have 
heard J ſhewed you, Then {aid he, thou lies 
ton haft ſaid tinto me, that in the ſame nigh 
was hail, now, and rain, that thou Had uear 
hand loft thy life, which is falſe, and therefoy 
e hencekozch thou (alt make no mote lea, 

gs noꝛ diſco? bet wirt me and my wike; au 
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fo twk the Pye and bꝛake her neck. iy 

WM hen as the UUife ſaw that che was gla- 

and ſaid, now thou haſt done well; now maß 
t 


we all our days live in reſt and peace. + | 
_ 
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when he had ſlain the Pye, he lok'd up and ſaw 
in the topof His houſe a Ladder and a Uefſel 
with water, ſand, and ſtones: and when he be- 
s held that, he perceived the ſalſhod of His wife, 
and cryed with a loud voice, wo to me, that foz 

my wifes words J have flain my Pye,-and alſo 
my ſolace and jop is loft, the which in all things 
faid tome truth. And az he had thug done, anon 
fo ſoxrow he left his Merchandize, and all his 
houſe, and went towards the Holp Land, and 
never returned home again unto his wife: Then 
the aſter ſaid unto the Emperoꝛ, Dir, have pou 
inderftod what J have laid, he auſwered, right 
well, The Maſter laid, was not this a curſed 
wife, that ſa by her falſ@d, deceit and cunning, 
ta uſed the Pye to be lain. The Emperoz ſaid, 
u troch ſhe was full of faiſeneſs ; it pitteth me 
greatly to think upon the Pye, which foz her 
| trite ſaping loſt her life. Uerily J ſap unto pou 
that you have told me a very fair Example, 
there foze this day mp Don ſhall not die. Then 


d bald che Paſter, Sir, pcu do wilely; aud A thank 


q yon that you have ſpared pour Son this dap foz 


Ton my lake, and fo to God J commend pou. 


The Fourth Complaint of the Emprels. 


ay + 7 Pen the Emp2eſs heard that the Child 
"J was not dead, ſhe made orcat noiſe, and 
A crping in luch wiſe, that ſhe was heard thozow 
the Palace, and ſaid, wo unto me that ever 3 
' | was 
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was made Empꝛels, would to God J had diene 
when, J was ficſt bzought into thele parte he 
UUhen the Emperoz heard that cry that chend 
made, he entred into the Chamber, and coma} 
fozted her as much as he could, and demande me 
the cauſe of her lamentation. UUho laid, her 
mine own Lo, have you no wonder, thoughſſis n 
that J be in this ſozrew and agony 3 foz J am ii te 
pour Mike and in pour companp, by pour Son 
J am aſhamed pe ſaw latelp the blodp markg 
of his inkozcement upon my tender Fleſh, and 
you have pꝛomiſed me, that he therekoze ſhould Jv! 
be hanged, and pet he liveth: wherefoze ſhould * 
J not be ſozrp « The Cinperoz anſwered, be pi 
content and A (hail do juſtice upon my Don to 
mozrow: J fozboze him peſterday, ac the mo⸗ 
ving of one ok his Maſters by an Example, 
Then ſaid the, have pou fozbid to do juſtice foz 
one wozd 2 were it lo, pet fo; a wozd pe ſhould 
net let to do juſtice: and pe lap, fo2 the Example 
ok one Waſſer pe have let it. J fear me it 
ſhall happen to pou and pour Paſters, as up⸗ 
ot a time it foztuned unto an Emperoz with 
his ſeven wile Maſters, The Emperoz laid, If 
A p2ay you tell me that Example. She (aid, Ito 
to What intent ſhould 4 labour in vain, ? o 
pyeſterdap A ſhewed pou a good Example ande ahi 
availed not, and whatſoever J ſhew port 01 50 Po 
nour and pꝛofit, that the Paſters ot peur Denen 
turn to pour deſtruction ; as in the wietenz 
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rample J ſhall clearly Chew unto peu. To 
yhom the Emperoz ſaid, O my beſt beloved 
ady, ſhew me that Example, by the lame 3 
m⸗ ap be ware; fo2 though in my clemency J gave 
dedine days benefit of life to my Son, J ſhall not 

DFhcrefoze give him his like; fo2 what's deferred 
igh is not fozgotten. She-ſaid, gladly Call J ſhew 
amfſit to your p2ofit, and began to tell as followeth, 


die 
rt 
be 


on | 

ths The fourth Example of the Empreſs. 

ind 

uldJoDmetimes there was in the City of Rome, 
ald O Seven Wiſe Paſters, by whom the Em⸗ 


pire was governed; and the Emperoz that then 
to was did never attempt any thing without the 
0- Jcounſel of his Paſters 3 whereupon they per⸗ 
le, teiving that the Emperoz was lo affected to 
oz them, that withcut them he would not czdain oz 
ld do anp thing, deviſed by their arts ani cunning, 
le that the Emperoz (ould clearly fee as long ag 
it Jhe was in the Palace, but as foon as he Was 
p- Jout, he ſhould become blind; and (o did they, 
th that they might the moz2e freely have the deal⸗ 
| | themſelves of all things thac appertatned 
re. by which they won gtcat pzcfit 

cre of goods: and after they had wzuughe 
| experiment, they could never change it, 
n it akternards: Eut the Emperoz 
? Kill blind many years: And the Seven 
ders made and pzoclatmed thzoughout the 
Cms 
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Empire, that if any man had dzeameda dze 
he Gould come unto them With a Flozent L 
Gold 02 Silver, and they will expound the in l 
terpzetation of his Dream: whereby, and 
other unjuſt means, they obtained much mg 
ſubſtauce and money of the people then the E 
peroz did. So upon a time, when he lat at iz 
Table with his Empꝛels, he began to ſigh at 
ſozrow in himſelf, and when ſhe perceived that 
Ge enquired diligently ok him the caule. T 
Emperoz ſaid, ſhould it not be heavy and [oz 
rowkul unto me, that Iſo long have ben * 
and cannot \& out of mp Palace, and pet f 
no remedy 2 to whom ſpake the Empꝛels an 
- Jaid, Lozd Hear my counſel, and it ſhall neue 
repent you, if pou did thereafter, In pour Coun 
you have ſeven Wiſe Maſters, by whom ye a 
all the Gmpire are governed; if peu mark, ; 
ſhall find they are the cauſe of peur blindneſs: 
and if it be ſo, they are wozthy to die a mol 
ſhameful death: Mherefoze herd mp advice 
firſt ſend foz them, and ſhew to them pour infity — 
mitp, aud thzeaten them on their lives, that 
they ſhould find ſome ſp&dy remedp tohelp you 
of your ſickneſs and blindueſs. This Counſsd 
pleaſedthe Emperoz well. And anos he ſent 
fo2 the aſters and when they were come, i 
Cmpero2 ſhewed unto them bis infirmitp, am 
þlindueſs, and charged them on pain of Death 
_ they So pꝛeſently ſeek ſome xeanedy g 
| cal 
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Then auſwered they, de 
of us a thing that is difficult to be done 
chus fhoztly, but give us reſpite foz two days, 
bt and we give pou pour full anfwer. The 
& Emperoz was therewithal well contented, 
ben the Seven Wiſe Paſters went unto 
-th_l Counſel how they might reftoze him his fight 
gain, and in no wiſe could chey find the 
neans how to put away the blindneſs from the 
Emperoz 2 Wherefoze they were all right ſoz⸗ 
vj rowful; and ſaid among themſelves; without 
Il We 1nd a Remedy, we are all but dead Men. 
us they thzoughout all the Empire ſought if 
all they could find any remedp oz Counſel there⸗ 
bee. It happened upon a time going thzough 
che City, in the midſt thereof they found Chil⸗ 
Nen playing) and after them came a man with 
ven Talent oz Flozent of Gold, and ſaidto them, 
ſo. God Paſters, this Night have J dzeamed a 
noll Dzeam, the Inter ion whereof J would 
ce ain know, wherefoze J pay you ſhem me 
/ what it ügnifieth, and take the Gold to you. 
bal That heard one of the Childzen (that played 
pou amongft the other) who ſaid unto him, give me 
nlell te Gold, and J will expound you the Dꝛeam. 
ſem The man ſaid, J-dzeamed this night, that 
tel tbe midſt of mine Oꝛehard was a great 
ping of Water, whereof came many ſmall 
all Sp2zings, that all mine Ozchard was full, and 
> to dberflown with Mater. The Child ſaid, take a 
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Spade, and dig in the ſame plate where yoy 
thought that the water 4pzrmg out, and there 
Gall pe finda hoard of Gold, ſo great, that pa 
and pour Childzen, and Lineage, ſhall be fo 
ever rich. The Man did as the Child: hid 
ſhewed to him, and found che Treaſure. Thel 
went the Pan to che Child, and meted him 
pound weight of the Gold that he had fonny, 
koz the interpꝛetation of the Dꝛeam ; but 
would receive none, but committed him to ch 
Pzapers of the Pan. The Seven Mile Wa; 
ſters, when they heard the Child had to w 
expounded the Dream, they ſaid to him, 
Child, what is pour name : He anderen, 
am called Merlin. Then ſaid the Paſtets, 
we ſ& ſurely great wildom in pon; we Call] | 
Gew you a great matter, ot which we wou 
gladly find a remedy. The Child ſaid, ev; ; 
me your matter. And they.ſaid, the Eniperoz ſn 
Rome, as long as he is in the Palace, hath-hilgy 
fight very clear without anp impediment 5 buy: 
as ſon as he is gone out of the Pilacs, he c e 
not lac. om ik peu can find the caule therook 6a] 
and give pꝛeſent renevy, whereby he may Whoy 
eafed and have his ſight, pe chall have's Freue 
Reward and Yonour ef the Emperoz. Theiſe z 
anſwered the Child, J know as well the tau n 
of the blindneſs as the Kemedp. Then ſaid. ane 
unto him, come wich us unto the Emperoz aue t 
pou ſhall be rewarded \s latgely, that pe Wally: 
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be pleaſed z to whom the Child ſaid, J am rea⸗ 

dy to go with you, and when they came with 
Ihe Child befoze che Emperoz, they ſaid unto 
in, Loꝛd, io here is the Child we have bought 
which ſhall fulfil pour deſire, touching the cauſe 

of pour blindnels, and the recovery cf pour 
igyt. The Emperoz ſaid, God Palters will 

| take it upon port; that the Child will pers 

| it They all ſaid, pea, foy we are expert 
in his wiſdom, The Emperoz turned himſelf 
towards the Child, and ſaid, Will pou under- 

ake to tell me the cauſe of my blindneſs, and 

My the remedy 2 the Child anſwered, my Lo2dthe 
Nemperoꝛ, lead me into pour Bed-chamber, and 
there J will ſhew pou what is to be done; and 


he was therein bzought, he ſaid to his Ser⸗ 
tants, take the Cloaths from off the Bed, and 
vil che apparel, and pou ſhall ſ&@ wonders 3 that 
Auſwne, they ſaw a Well ſmoaking that had ſeven 


* 


ings and Flods 3 which when the Empe⸗ 

d ſaw, he marvelled greatly: the Child ſaid, 

je ſee this UWUell,and without it be quenched ye 
all never have pour fight, The Tmperoz (aid, 
law may that be; the Child ſaid, but one way: 
rue Emperoꝛz laid, ſhew us the means, and if it 
Neafe poſitble it hall be done, that J map recover 
winy ſight as well without as within. To whom 
ie Child ſaid, Py Lo2d, the ſeven Spzings 
we this UUelt, are the Seven UUile Paſters, 
miktho hitherto have. traitcrouflp governed pou 
be E 2 and 
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any pour Empire, and have made you blind a 
ye be without your Palace, that they your Sul 
je>s by extortion might pill and pole, peu x 
ſ&ing it. But they know not the Remedy4 
—— hear now my Counſel, and this UUel 
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fhall be quenched and extinct: Strike off tl 

firſt Maſters Head, and anon pou ſhall ſee ti 

firſt Sp2ing quencht, and ſo by oꝛder one afteqy; 
another till they are all beheaded, and anon alf wh 
the Sp:ings with the Mell ſhall be quenche! 
and pe ſhall have your ſight, as pe had befo2e 
and when this was done, the UUell with tt 
ſeven Spzings was vaniſted. And as the Em 
pero? had his ſight again, he made the Chil 
A great Lo2d, and gave him great abundant 

of * 2 Then ſpake the Empzels, Pp Log | 

hat 
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Uh have-ye well perceived this Example, that J 
uy have told pot? and he ſaid, pea, in the beft wiſe, 
WE and pe have recited a wozthy and god Example. 

Then ſaid ſhe, in the ſame manner pour Seven 
ile Paſters intend to do with pou with their 

| falſe Narration, that pour Son may reign over 

your Empire, which God fozbid. 


The Declaration of the Example. 


— 


His UUell is your Don, whereout floweth 

1 ſeven ſpꝛings, that ſignifieth the ſeven wiſe 
Palkers-: which Son you map not ; 

I without the ſeven UUiſe Paſters be bzought to 
noug ht : that done, this UUell,that is your Son, 


wich all his wiles, ſhall not eſcape, but let him 
ace ok death, (which befits his ſhameful de- 
A (erts, left he have a help of his Paſters) and 
after conſequently the Seven Paſters, and ſo 
you ſhall govern and guide pour Empire in 
T yeace and reft, The Emperoz anon commanded 
This Servants to lead = Son to the Gallows, 
which they were loath to do. Then a great 
J multitude of people gathered with great noiſe 
and bewailing, ſo that the fourth Paſter, named 
A Malquidrake heard thereof, who leapt upon his 
n Yozle and haſted to the Palace, where he met 
gung with his Diſciple, and commended him unto 
a him ; and when he came befoze the Emperoz, 
end did his obey ſance, the Emperoz ſaid, little 
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thanks ſhall you have you old curſed Catif, 
fo ſo ill teaching my Son; I delivered you my 
Son well ſpeaking, and in all things right] 
vertuous; but you have ſent him home a Fool, 
dumb and a Ribauld, foz he would have lain 
with my UUife by kozce: and therekoze all ye 
fozthwith ſhall be hang d. Then ſaid the Ma⸗ 
ſter, my Lozd, J have not deſerved ſo ill of 
you , God knoweth why pour Don ſpeaketh 
not; in ſhozt time pou ſhall perceive other 
things, but the time is not pet come: pou lay 
he would have oppzefled your Wife, that is not | UW 
truth noz- pzoved 3 foz neither foz one ſingle} th; 
perſon ſhould pou judge pour Bon to deaths if} w 
{oz the Moꝛds of your Wife pou judge pour 
Son to die, it ſhall be wozſe to pon than to a cer- 
tain old man and his Wife, and that J ſhall 
well pzove, To whom the Emperoz laid, J 
think you do with me, as ſometimes ſeven 
wiſe men did to an Emperoz. Whereupon ſaid 
the Paſter, the offence of one, noz of twenty | 
map not-found to the rebuke of all other: but 
one thing of a truth J ſhall ſhew you, that 
evil ſhall come to you, if pe this day put pour 
Don to death fo2 the wozds of your Wife, of 
which J could ſhew a notable Example. Then 
laid the Emperoz, recite it. The Maſter 
laid, if you will call pour Son from death, 
then will J rehcarſe the Example oz elſe not. 
The Emperoz commanded he ſhould be called 

again: 
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ein: and' defirep. the Paſter to ſay as heres 
after ſolloweth. | 


The Example of the ſourth Maſter. 


7 was an old night, aud a right wiſe 
man that lived long without Mife oz Child: 
* Friends oltentimes exho2ted him to take a 
The Knight thus councelled by his Friends, 
at taſt agreed unto them, and they gave him to 
Wife the Daughter of the Pꝛovoſt of Rome, 
that was rich and comety of feature; whom 
when he ſaw he began 10 love marvellouſiy 
well, and when he had bien married a certain 
ſpace and had us Child, in the mozning it haps 
pened that ſhe went to the Church, where the 
met wich her Mother, who laid, Pp Daughs 
ter, how plealech pou pour Marriage and pour 
iid Pus band: She ſaid, right vile, foz you have 
ty | given me an old lame man, tomy dilcontents 
ut | ment in all reſpects, aud J would you had the 
fame time buried me; fo2 A had rather Iye and 
eat with the Swine, than with him, therefoze A 
may no longer thus endure, but J muſt needs 
love-another. Then ſaid the Pother: God 
fozbid my dear Daughter: Yow long have J 
bien with your Father, and pet never med- 
led with . ſuch folifþneſs : The Daughter 
ſaid, it is no marvel, foz you both met in 
| G 4 your 
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peur youth together, and the one tok lolate ti you 
the other, but A can of him receive no inannet it tl 
of cozpozal pleaſure, fog he is cold, and on the I and 
Bed he lieth as ſtill as a ſtone, o as a thing] gan 
immoveable. The Pother anſwered 2: Af pon nt 
love another, tell me what he is. The Daugh⸗ 
ter ſaid J will love a Pꝛieſt; to whom the 
Pother laid, it were better and leſs fin fo} 
pou to love a Knight oz Squire: She ſaid» in 
ſhozt time he would be weary of me, and after 
do me ſhame, and fo will not the Pꝛieſt; ko2 he 
will kep his own honour and counſel, as well 
as mine: and Spiritual men be moze true to 
their Lovers then Secular men be. The Pos 
ther ſaid, hear my counſel, it will be foz your 
god : old folks are wilely and fell; tempt pour 
DYusband firſt, and if pou eſcape him without 
doing you harm oz ſmiting,then love the Pꝛieſt. 
The Daughter ſaid, A map not ſo long abide : 
the Pother ſaid, upon my bleſſing abide till 
pou have pꝛoved. The Daughter ſaid, upon 
pour bleſſing J will abide till I have attempt- 
ed: But firſt tell me how A ſhall pzove him: 
the Mother ſaid, he hath in his D2chard a 
Tree which he loveth much, cauſe it to be ſmit- 
ten down while he is a hunting, and again 
his coming home, make him a fire therewith; 
and if he fo2give pou, then love the Pꝛieſt. As 
ſhe heard the counſel of her Pother ſhe went 
home : to whom her Pusband ſaid, where have 
vou 


MASTERS. 
el you been ſo long? She anſwered, J have ben 
net it the Church, where J met with my Pother, 
the and with her J have had a little talk: and fo be- 
— gan pꝛoperly to diſſemble. After mid-day the 
Ty Knight rode fozth to hunt, then ſhe chinking 
upon the counlel of her Pother, went to the 
Gardiner and ſaid, cut down this poung Tree 
newly planted, that JI may make a fire thereof 
to warm my Lozd withal, at his coming from 
Hunting, foz it is a great wind, ſharp and cold. 
The Gardiner ſaid, Padam, that J will not 
do, foz my Lozd loveth this Tree better than he 
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doth all the other Ticks, neverthelels J [ thall 
gather wod enough to make a god fire, but in 
any caſe this J will not hew down. As ſhe heard 


6h, then boldly ſhe tok the Ax from the Gar- 
diner, 


The Seven Wiſe. 


diner and hewed down the Zre her ſelf, am in! 
made the Gardiner wich others to bear it homy ver 
At Evening when her Lo2d came from Mun ant 
ing, be was very cold, and ſhe made a greg ter 
fire aud went to met him, aud'ſet him a fal wi 
befoze the fire to nam him; and as he a lite Lo 
while had fitten, he perceived the odour of the 
fire, and called the Gardiner, and ſaid, J ſmell 
by this odour that the new Plant burneth in the 
fire: The Gardiner (aid, Lo2d it is true, my 
Ladp pour Wife hach fclled it down. Thy 
Unight laid unto* her, God fozbid that my 
Plant ſhould be cut-down by you. She anſwered 
anon, Lozd J have done it, knowing the wea- 
ther and you alſo cold, and therefo2e J have 
o2datned this fire foz pour comfozt, And as the 
Knight heard that, he loked angerly upon her, 
and ſaid, O curſed woman, how waſt thou ſo 
obdurate relentleſs, and void of pity, as to hew 
down ſo gentle a poung Tre, the. which thou 
knoweſt it well, that J loved it above all my 
other Trees : When he had ſo ſaid, ſhe began 
to wep and excuſe her ſelf, and ſaid, my Lo2d, 
J have done it foz your god, and do pou take it 
grievauſly 2 and began to cry, wo, wo be tome, 
Anon as the Knight ſaw the weeping of his 
tke and heard the cauſe, he was moved with 
pity, and ſaid unto her, ceaſe your weping and 
beware how pou anger me any moze, oz trot 
ble me tn any thing J love. The next day early 
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Daughter ſaid, J will in all things do fcee[#0t li 
pour counſel, foz there is no Daughter livin that | 
at this day, that would moze gladly have theſ four 
Yeſſing of Father and Mother than J: and und 
bad her Mather farewel, and went home me f 
again; and that day with great trouble of hei wee 
heart ſhe bzought to the night: and when the] T 
night was come, ſhe commanded the Bed to beſ ide 
covered with Purple and Cloth of Gold, whilſt te v 
the Knight ſat by the fire; and when the Bed beh 
was made ready, the little Hound as he was at⸗ 
tuſtomed leapt upon the Bed, and he tok him] the 
by the hinder legs, and with a malicious heart | ed 
ſhe caſt him again the Wall, that it lay till | the 
dead. When the god old Knight ſaw that, he of 
was marvellous angry, and ſaid with a loud hi 
voice to his Wife, O thou moſt cruel and | th. 
ſpichtful of all wicked Women, how couldſt | *" 
thou find in thine Heart to kill that gentle | 10 
Yound, that J loved ſo much: Lo, ſaid ſhe, 9 
have you not ſeen how he with his feet (com- | ®! 
ing ont of the mire) bewzaped our Bed that h 
is ſa p2ecioufly covered with rich Cloaths, | £ 
And the Knight ſaid with much anger: Know | ? 
you not that J loved much better my little . 
| 
| 


Hound than the Bed: When ſhe heard that, 
the began pitioufly to weep, and ſaid, Mo be 
to me that ever J was bozn, foz all things that 
Ido fo2 the beſt, are turned to the wozſt. The 
Knight out of the tyeaſure of his pity would 
not 
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akterlnot ſuffer the weeping of his Wife, but foz 
'vineſthatthe loved her lo well, ſaid unto Her, ceaſe 
e thelfour weeping, koz J fogive 1 you altogether; 
1d hand J counſel you, beware how pou dilpleale 
om me from hencekozth: And lo they went to Bed 
het together. | 

thel Upon the mozrow very early ſhe went to 
el the Church, where ſhe met with her Pother, 
hig to whom, when ſhe had done Reverence, as it 
Bed! behoved her, ſhe ſaid, Mother, now will J love 
ac⸗Ithe Pꝛieſt, foz J have attempted my Yusband 
jim | the ſecond time, and all things he hath lufker⸗ 
art | ed. The Mother ſaid, O mp dear Daughter. 
fill | there's no cruelty oꝛ falſhaod above the cruelty 
he | of old Folks, and therefoze once moze p2ove 
td | him. To whom the Daughter anſwered : Po- 
nd | ther pou labour in vain 3 foz if you wiſt- what, 
"ff, | and how much pain J ſuffered foz the Pꝛieſt's 
le | love, pon ſhould: help me if pou love me. The 
e, Pother laid, hear me Daughter this time, 
1- | and J ſhall never let pou moze: think how vou 
it | have ſucked Milk out of my Bzeaſts, and the 
. | great pain I ſuffered at pour Eirth: by thele 
n | pains, my dear Daughter, JA charge you, denp 
e | not this god Petition, and J p2omile pou no 
, | moze to let you, no2 hinder you of your content, 
> | but rather to help you. Then anlwered the 
+ | Daughter, it is to my great pain to abſtain ſo 
long from the love of the Pꝛieſt: Nevertheleſs 
foz the great charge pon have laid to me, and'foz 
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that ye have made a Wow no moze to let me {wire 
but to further me: tell me how J might at» ie 
tempt him, and J ſhall once moze adventure end! 
The Pother ſaid, J know on Sunday next hefſalut 
intendeth to have us all to Dinner; pour Fas | fl 
ther and J, and all pour friends, wich all the Din 
reſt of the City, and when you are ſet in pour Ani 
place, and all the Meats are bzought.andſerva 1 

td t 


upon the Table, : faſten your. keys p2ivily, that 
hang at your Girdle, in the Table-Cloth, am 
then feign to have foꝛgotten pour An ike, and ſay | wer 
theſe wozds openly : See what a ſhort wit I am le 
off, I have forgotten my knife in my Chamber! | Wil 
And then riſe up haſtily, and go, and the Cloch Nu 
wich all the Peats you ſhall overthzow upon | Ti 
the ground, and if you: eſcape without pain, J | tt 
make'a'Uow to God, J ſhall never let you after; I dll 
We Daughter laid, that ſhall J gladly do, - 
A 
1 
pc 
at 
ty 
* 
[i 
[1 
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fi 
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and lo cok her leave and departed. The Feaſt 
day came, and all (as the Mother ſaid) was bid, 
the/Servants covered the Table, all were ſet, 
and tho Daughter ſet over againſt her Lo2d ; and 
when the Table was well ſerved with Meats, 
aud other things belonging, the Lady of the 
Houle lain with a loud voice: See how forget- 
ful I am, I have left my knife in my Chamber, 
which I muſt fetch : And ſo roſe up haſtily and 
dzew the. Cloth with all the meat upon it 
with her, and all the Gold Weſlels and the 
Dales fell upon the ground. The Knight 

71 waxed 
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me {[wared ſo2e-amgry in heart, but-diſſenibling bes 
at-Ifoze the Gueſts;/and commander another Cloth 
ure end other Meats to be baoutchr's: and with. jop 
beffaluted his Gueſts to eat and make god cheat, 
Fay iu that they were all merry. The FoaR, 03 
the Dinner done, they all gave thanks to the 
pur [Knight and tek their leaves, every man to⸗ 
warde his own Vouſe,* Upen the next day, in 
che mozning, the Knight roſe carly, and went 
td the Church to hear Ser dice; after which, he 
went to the Barber and faid anto him, Sir, 
ate you expert in blod-letting, in what vein A 
will deure you :? And he laith, Sir Jam expert 
n what vein pou can name in a Pans Body, 
The Knicht/ſaiv,' J am content, come with 
me. Atid when he was come into the Youſe, he 
aitred his Chamber whete his wife lay in bed, 
ad ſa wund her, riſe up quiculy. Then lad 
e, what ſhall J do up lo fatly, it is' not 
ne of the Glock: The Ruight ſaid year muff 
te up, fe vu muſt be tecten 'blod in both 
pour Arms. She lald J was nevet letten blo, 
ind Gall J now Hd 7 then ſaid the Jinighe, 
that is truth; and therkefoze 'you are a ol: 
Remember, firſt, you hewer down my Tree, 
mother time pon Killed my little Pound: 
ut pete pou ſhamed me bekoze aff 
thou thus ko 1 go vn, pon would foz ever 
ſhame me. [The cauſe-hereof J'conſider, pon 
2 have 
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have evil and wild blod within your body, | 
therefoze J will chat the cozrupt blod be dzawy 
out, that pe from hencefozth ſhall put me toug, 
moze ſhame and anger: ſo cauſed to be made 

eat fire, and ſhe ftod and cryed, and held ug. 

her hands towards Heaven, and laid, Py Lon 
kozgive my treſpaſs, and have pity on me 
this time, and J will never moze offend poy 
The night ſaid, pꝛap koz no mercy, foz t 
mercy that God hath wzought towards thee 
this pꝛelent, is this, that except thou holde 
thine Arm ſtraight, J ſhall ſon have thy heart 
blod; and ſaid to the Barber, ſmite hard a 
make a dp hole in her Arm, oz A ſhall gi 
you a great ſtripe e then ſmote the Barber ale 
© foze, that the blod came abundantly ont, am 
the: Knight would not ſuffer him to ſtench it, 
until the time that ſhe changed her colour in het 
Uiſage 3 and as this was done, he bad it-t0 
be topped 3 and willed the Barber to [mit 10 
the vein upon the other Arm: Then ſhe crye) be 
with a very loud voice, my (wert Yugband J | 
pꝛap have compaſſion on me, fo now J die, in 
The Knight anſwered, Wife vou chould have 
thought on this bekoze, ere pou had done to me! 
theſe tha deſpites. Then ſhe held out her u 
Jeft Arm, and the Barbe thereon u; 
great hole, that the blood ca right ugly;|* 
and he ſuffered her to bleed till her Uiſage was 
changed, and ſhe-ſwouned 3+ 
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ight now unbind her Arm, and ſkench it; 
and ſaid unto her, now go to bed and fludy, and 


, 
I, 


= hink hencefoxth to amend your like, oz J fhalf 
lbndaw the blod of your heart, As this was done 
lonlde gave the Barber his Reward, and he went 
te ain to his own Youſe, and his Wife being 
wy Junder the hands of her aids, almoſt dead, was 
; chad to her bed: the made one of her Paidens go 
e in her Pother in haſte, and ſay, that J defire | 
dell ber to come and ſpeak with me befoze J die: the 


"Bother when ſhe heard that, was glad of the 
cozrection of her Daughter, and came haſtily 
rinto her. Mhen the Daughter heard her Pother, 
y' ſhe ſaid, O my ſweet Pother, J am almoſk 
am dad, fo2 J Have bled ſo much that J believe A 
+ {Gall not eſcape death. Then anſwered the Po⸗ 
ber ther, ſaid J not that oid men are right cruel ; 
* will pe now love the Pꝛieſt? She ſaid, the 
tit Devil may the Pꝛieſt confound, J will never 
ver love other but my Hus band. Then ſaid the Pa⸗ 
1 ſter to the Emperoz, Lozd have pou underſtod 
ie me: He anſwered right well, fo2 amongſt all J 
ve | have heard, this was the beſt Example. Thier 
ne £vil deeds ſhe did to her Husband; and J doubt 
ger] not, if ſhe had done the fourth, ſhe would have 
.g | Samed him koz ever, Then laid the Paller, 
vt therefoze A counſel pou, that pou beware of pour 
ag Wite, leſt it happen wozſe to pou, which ap⸗ 


: 
: 


he bears manifeſilv in this Example, 17 you 
he but to death your only Don koz her words, 
Pits F pou 
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you ſhall be decefwed in the end, and ko; ebe me 
ſhall repent it. The Cmpero? ſaid, truly P the 
ſter this day my Don ſhall not die. The Paſte 
ſaid, my Lo2d, J thank peu, that you fo2 my 


ſake this day have ſpare ypur only Bon. eſt 
The fifth Complaint of the Empreſs. ||| y 


be Empzeſs hearing the Child was not 
1 dead, fo2thwith apparelled her ſelf, am 
cauſed the Mains to be in readineſs, asthough 
ſhe would have gone unto her own Countrey td 
her Father, to complain of the great ſhame th 
was done her, and pet could have no remedy, 
The Servants ſ&ing; that, h ewed to the Ems 
peroꝛ, that the Empꝛeſs was going into her 
Countrey: When he perceived that, he went 
to her, ſaping, whither are you going e J hoped 
vou had loved me, ſo that in all the Woztd you 
would have ſcught no ſolace but with me. Te 
which the ſaid, that is true, and therefoze J go 
from pou, foz J had rather Hear of pour death 
an ſee pou die: Peu delight ſo much to hear 
eſe Maſters, that it ſhall happen to pou as it 

did to Octavian the Emperoz, the which was o 
tovetous, that the Noblemen of the Empire 
buried him quick, and filled his mouth full o 
molten Gold. The Emperoz ſaid, dear Mie 
do not lo, that the blame on pou and me be noi 
laid. Then ſaid the Empꝛels truly Sir, tl 
blame is peurs, fo; have pou not pzomiſed mie 
| many 
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many times pour Son fhall die, pet he liveth; 

I therefoze J will no moze believe. Then ſaid 
the Empero2, it becometh not a Bing every 
cauſe lightly to diſcuſs Without great advice, 
eſpecially upon his Den gon whom it is not 
meet, but upon deliberation and god counſel to 
paſs judgment: Therefoze J pzay vou tell me 
ſomewhat by which J may govern my like, 
by fo2 it is the deſtruction of a King, without ad- 
vice, and undilcreetly to give judgment. Se 
anſwered, J will gladly tell pou à notable Ex- 
ample, ſo that hencekozth you will not be de⸗ 
ſirous to hear the Paſters 3 and began in this 
fozm following, 291 


The fifth Example of the Empreſoe - © 


. the Emperoz reigued in Rome, 
right rich and covetous, and above all 
things he loved Gold, The Citizens-of Rome 
at that time did much harm, and many great 
outrages to other Nations, inſomuch that 
th divers Regions were moved againft the Ro- 
mans. In that time was Paſter Virgilius, the 
which excelled in Pagick and other Sciences 
all other Maſters ; the Citizens pꝛaped him 
that by his Art he would devile, how they of 
their Enemies might have warning bekoze⸗ 
hand, whereby they might pꝛovide foz them⸗ 
iq ſelves the better. And 17 made by his cunning 

2 2 2 
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a Tower, and on the Tower did catiſe to be tet tot 
ag manp Images as in all the Wozld were tbr 
Regions and Piovinces, and in the midſt of the] 
Tower an Image, Fhich held in his hand an his 
Apple; oz a Freatttarw all of Gold, and eve⸗ tha 
ry Imaßze of che Tol er held in his hand a lit- wa 
tie Bell} and Cod turning and loking towardz an 
his own Pꝛovince to him alſigned: and as ok⸗Jper 
ten as any Pzovince weuld rebel againſt theſtkt 
Romans, ſo often turnedhe to the Images of the his 
Land, and tung the Tell; that hearing, the Ci⸗ma 
tizens of Rome armed themſelves, and fo tha Be 
Pꝛovince haſted with all their might the ſame Ro 
to ſubdue 2 ſo there was no Land ſo great that to 
could wzeak them upon the Romans, and there⸗ Ahe 
foze were they frared aver all the Wozld, Alſo}! 
that Paſter Virgil made foz the comſo2t ok theſtr! 
pz people a light that always burnez; and byfbat 
that light he made to Fathes, the one of them 

hot, in which the pw; people might bathe, and K 
waſh chemlelves: andthe other cold, in which the 
they might themſelves" refreſh, Betwixt the [Ye 
Light andthe Fathes, he made an Image, ſtand⸗ | 
ing, in whole fozc⸗hend was wzitten, He that tel 
ſmiteth me, ſhall anon have vengeance, The J- [N 
mage flood there many years, and at laſt came a Gt 
Clcrk\ ant behelv the Zzwage, and read the wai- ts 
ting, aud theußht in himlelk, what vengeance he wi 
might find; thiretoze Þ do believe better, if fon 
ny man lmite ther, and thou falleft therewith eh 
kN | | oh, 
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ta to the earth, he ſhall find ſome Treaſure under 
ered thy feet 3 and therefoze is the Writing, that 
the no man ſhould Have it. And the Clerk lift up 
Albis band and gave the Image a great ſtroak, 
9 that it fell to the ground: and anon the Light 
lit-1 as out, and the Bathes were-vantſhed away, 
rds and he found no Treaſure, The pw? Folks 
o perceiving that, were all ſozrowful, and laid 
their curſes and complaints upon him, khat for 
the his ſingular Covetouſnels had dekroycd the J- 
Ci⸗Image, and robbed them ok ſo great a 'Solace. 
a Hereafter aſſembled thre Binge, which by the 
Romans had ſuffered great wiongs, and 
— to take counſel how they might be avenged of 
re⸗ the Romans; and ſome cf chem ſaid, we labour 
[fo lin vain, foz as long as there ſtandeth the Tow⸗ 
theſtr wich the Images, we cannot do any thing a⸗ 
by gainſt them. | 
cm | At the Cennſel arcfe four Bnighis; and ſaid, 
and We have thought on a remedy how tp deſtroy 
ich [the Tower with the Images, and hüt to do, 
— we will lay our lives to pledge, if du will be 
nd⸗ [at the coſt. Then anſwered the wings, what 
hat Iteſt ſhall we be at: they anſwered; © Four 
3. Tun of Gold. Then ſaid the Bings, take the 
ea Cold, and fulfil your promiſe. - The Knights 
ni⸗ tak the Gold, and went towards Rome: and 
he when they came thither in the night, withcilt 
if [one of the Gates, in the Diich full of rater, 
ith ry dꝛowned one of the Tune with the Cold 
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in it, and another Tun they d2owned by th 
ſecoud gate, and the third Tun they dzowned byk T 
the third gate, and the fourth Tun by the fourth 
gate; and when they had thus done, early in th 
mozning they entered into the City at an hour 
convenient: and as the Tmperoz went over taſh 
the Parket they did him reverence. The Em⸗ aid 
pero2 ſteing them, demanded from whence the 
were, ok what Science, and what ſervice the & 
could do, They anſwered, we are all of far 

Countries, aud Southſapers, ſo perfect, that Ia 
there is never a thing ſs pzivily hid, but weſeco 
hall find it out by our Dzeams. We have: 
heard that pe labour and have pleaſure in ſuch{wt 
things, and therefoze we come unto pou. toſhe 
know if you have ned of our ſervice: the Em⸗ ti 
pero? ſaid A will pzove pou > and ik it be, thathhe 
I find pou true, pou ſhall have of me great re-þf a 
wards and thanks, They laid, we ask nothingſuc] 
but the half o the Gold which by us ſhall bes 
found: the @mperoz ſaid Jam well content. ſhe 
And thus they had with the Emperoz many x 
wozde. At night when the Emperoz was ſoh 
going to bed, they ſaid unto him, Wy Lozd, ik it þo! 
pleaſe pou, this night ſhall the eldeſt of us ſet hi 
his Cunning awozk and Dzeam 2: The third zd 
dap he ſhall hew pou his Dꝛeam, and what it (Ge 
ſignifieth. . The Emperoz laid, go in Gods hir 
Name, Aud they went fozth with great glad⸗ na 
wh and this Night they paſſed with great jop far 
and | 
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theknd mirch, upon truſt they ſhould come to a 
d bykod purpoſe, When the third day was come, 
irthhhey went early to the @mperoz 3 the firſt ſaid, 


they Loꝛd pleaſe pvu to go with us without one | 
our the Gates of the City, and J will ſhew where | 
r there is a Tun full of Gold hid; the Emperoz | 
Em⸗ nid, I ſhall go with you and le if it be true that 


heypou'fay. And when they were come to the place, | 
heyſhep dzew.out the Tun, that they befoze there 

 farhad put; the Emperoz when he ſaw that, was 
thathlad and gave them their part. Then ſaid the 
weſecond Dreamer: Py Lozd, this night J all 
aveD2cam ; then the Emperoꝛz ſaid, God give pou a 
uchktod Dꝛeam; the next night came, and he tok out 
toſhe other Tun and gave it to the Emperoz, c tok 
m⸗ A ſo his ſhare. In the like manner the third and 
hat ſye fourth 3 upon which the Emperoz was out 
re-bf all meaſure joyous, and laid, he had not ſeen 
ing ſuch true and expert Southlapers, oz Dycamers 
beps they were. Then ſaid they all of them toge⸗ 
nt. ther, as it had been out cf one mouth, my Lo2d, 
ny ve have all one after another dzeamed, the 
bas which pou have ſeen, they be all proved: but 
f it how if it pleaſe pou that we dꝛeam altogether 
ſet his night, we truſt that to us ſhall be ſhew⸗ 
ird fd, that we ſhall find a great quantity of 
it Bold and Riches. The Emperoz ſaid, God 
Ds give you a god Dꝛeam, which to me and you 
d- may be pꝛofitable. On the next mozrow they 
op fame again unto the Emperoz, and ſaid unto 
nd F 4 him 
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him with countenante full of jop, Py Lon un 
we bzing god and pzoſttable tidings; foz thseamt 
night in gur lteps, ſo great a Treaſure is well 
us ſhewed, the which if you will ſuffer it to kYwas 
fought, you ſhall be ſo inriched, that in the iert 
. TWozld none ſhall be like unto you. The Em wait 
pero2 ſaid, where ſhall we find this Tres unte 
ſure ? they (aid, under the Foundation of thin bi 
Tower that the Images ſtand upon. The Em hi 
pero; an[wered, God defend J ſhould foz lou n 
of Gold, deſtroy the Tower with the Images 
wherewith we from our Enemies be defendeh 
and warned. They ſaid to him again, mp Low 
have you found us in our ſapings other wil 
than true? The Emperoz faid, nay : OLon 
(ſaid they) we with our own hands ſhall give det 
out the Gold, without hurting! the Tower, ma 
the Images. And it is expedient (that ſecretly 
in the night) by us it be done, foz dꝛead ok res 
; Jozt and concourſe of che people, leſt that it 
ſhould run in the clamour of them, and they 
take that god Gold away from pou and us; 
The Emperoꝛ ſaid go in the Name of God, 
and do pour beſt as you will, oz can, and A ſhall 
to mo2row early come to pou. Then went they 
with gladnels, and in the night were let inte 
the Tower, and then with great haſte and dili⸗ 
gence they undermind it, and on the next 
dap, very carly in the mozning, mountedups 
on their Yozles, and rode again towards then 


own 
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own Country with joy and glozy; and ere they 
ame without the fight of Rome, the Tower 
fell down on the mozning enſuing, When it 
t was fallen, and the Senato2s it perceived, they 
hisYſozrowed greatly, and there was a great be- 
1 wailing throughout all the City 3 and they went 
Into the Emperoz, and ſaiv, Lo2d how may 
elit be that this Tower is this fallen, by the 
m- which we have always had warning afoze of 
mur enemies: he anſwered and laid, to me came 
four falſe deceivers, and feigned themſelves to 
deb be South⸗ layers, and that they could find Trea- 
are in the ground, and laid, that under the 
ſtundation of the Tower was hidden an inn ts 
merable ſum of Gold, the which they (ould un⸗ 
dermine without hurting the Tower and J- 
Images : J gave faith to them, and they have des 
ved me. They anſwered, pe have covered 
io much Gold, that foz your unſatiate covetoul- 
tt neſs we (hall alk be deſtroyped: but firſt pour 
pH covetouſneſs ſhall fall upon pour ſelf. Then 
they tok him and led him to the Capitol, and 
laid him on his back, and poured his mouth full 
of molten Gold; ſaying td him, you have de⸗ 
ſired Gold, andtherefoze pou ſhall ozink Gold: 
ant after that they buried Him quick. Not 
lung alter that came the Enemy againſt the 
Pens, and overcame and deſtroyed chem 
all. 
Then ſaid the Empꝛels unte the Ompexo), 
| | | have 
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have pe, my Low, this Example well un 
Kod, and he ſajv, right well: then ſaid ſhe, 
Tower with Images, is your Body with ff 
wits; as long as pou live there is none fo | 
dy to trouble oz to make Mar upon yon, uy 
upon pour People; that hath your Son tige een 
well under ſtod, and doth with the ſeven Paſig 
and-their falſe Narrations 02 Fables, ſeek hee 
they might deſtroy pou z foz pou are overniuguer i 
covetous to encline to them, inſomuch that thai 
Wall undermine pou and caſt you under fot, an 
bzing ypu to nought 3 the Images ate your fi 
Wits that be all loft, And fozaſmuch as youh 
fwliſh they hall deſtrop you, and pour Son (þ 
obtatn your Empire; , 1YLh 
The Emperoz laid, ye have recited a gu t 
Example; wheretoze it ſball not happen to niche 
as to the Tower, but my Won firſt chis deze 
ſhall taſte the bitternels of death. To whod . | 
the Empzels laid, if pe do ſo, pe (hall ſped u 
and live long. Upon the ſame day he command let 
ed his Don to be led to hanging and as he was feel 
led towards the Gallows, came riding again! 
him upon a Yo2ſe, the fifth Maſter towards 
the Palace, who came befoze the Empera 
and ſaluted him With all reverence 3 but he de⸗ 
ſpiſed his ſalutation, and put him in fear of his: 
life, The Paſter laid unto the Emperoz, Bp" ol 
Tozd, J have not deſerved koz to die; and u he 
delpile my Halutation, it is not koz pour Mo⸗ the 
nour t 
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ur: foz your Son hath not with us been of. 


„och condition, as ye repute him, as re in ſhozt 


7 
De great wildom: and know pe that He hall 
E ſpeak as his time cometh, though he now 
i peaketh not, as you in ſhozt time ſhall hear. 
ut that he would have ſhamed pour Mile, be⸗ 
eve not, foz ſo wiſe a man as he is would ne- 
er attempt ſo ſhameful a dd: and ik you put 
them to death foz your wives wozds, pe ſhall not 
atiifflcape wichout ſhame and vengeance, like as 
fu ypocras efcaped not without vengeance fo2 the 
un eath of Gallienus his Couſin, The Cmpero? 
aid, that wonld J fain hear and underſtand, 
, 1YThen laid the Paſter, what would itavail me 
da tell vou this Natration foz your p2ofit, if in 
miſſche mean ſeaſon pour Son ſhould die; where- 
foe if you will call again your Don, tc ſhall be 
ſdiſcovered at your pleaſure,after doas you think 
lest. The Emperoz bad call again His Son, and 
et him in pꝛiſon, and then began the Paſter to 
— ell on the manner as ſolloweth. 
ntl | 
D The Example of the fifth Maſter. 
[0 
ee YODmetimes there was a famous Phy ician 
O named Ippocras rightgcunning , who. ex- 
Pp Feelled all others in Learning and Science: 
to Ye had with him his Nephew Gallicnus, - 
ehe which he loved ſo much: This Gallic- 


1 nus 


te ſhall find; and that he ſpeaketh not, is of . 2 


The Seven Wile 
nus was of excellent wit, audapplicd all H wor 
mind and wit to learn of his Uncle the Scien Wis 
of Phyſick. When lppocras perceived that, M gat 
. * fo much as he could, he hid from him his cup 
ning, fcaring he ſhould excel him in chat know 
ledge, fo2 the great wit he was off, | 
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| Won. : Ippocras excuſe; 
himſelf, and (ent his "Couſin Gallicnus with 
Letters of his excuſe fo2 his not coming, WMhen 
Gallieaps was come befoze the Ving, he was 


woz⸗ 
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W wozſhipfully received, and they marvelled Ippo- 
ens would not come. Ye exculed him, ſaying, 
chat he had many great things to do, and ge 
might not come, but hath ſent me in his ſtead; 
"Find with the help of God J all make whole 
Ihe Child: That pleaſed very well the King, , 
Si Gallicnus went to the Child, and when he had 
Nen the Uertue, and touched his Pulſes; he ſaid 
the Queen : O excellent Pzinccls, J pzap 
du hear and ſufler my wows, and tell me who 
# the. Father of the Child, ſhe laid, who ſhould 
e the Father but my L 02d the King, Gallienus 
id, J am lure he is not the Father : the an⸗ 
ſwered, if you will ſay that foz'a tryth, 3 Gall 
Jene pour Mead to be ſmote off: he anſwered, J 
ep once again, that this Bing is not the Father, 
Wand am not come hither to loſe my head, foz 
LJ have not deſerved any ſuch reward, and was 
al goivg; his wap. The Nucen ſpake, W god Pa⸗ 
er Gallicnus, if ye will kep it lecret, and not 
en diſcover me, J (hall open unto pon my heart. 
in- The. Paſter ſaid, God defend that from me, 
that J to any Perfon ſhould ſhew it: and there⸗ 
re- I {ze O noble Qucn, ſhew it boldly ts me, foz 
els i Gall never paſs my mouth, and J fall make 
ng your Son whole; the laid, if pe da that, ye Hall 
en tate a god reward; | hear therefoze what J 
ich Tall tap: By fortune came hither unto my 
wow, the Bing of Burgundy and he was ſo long 
i _ N _ con-- 
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* converſant wich me, that this Child by! 
bear. Then ſaid the Paſter, fear not, 3 kne 
was fobefoze. And anon he gave the Child alter 
® Dicints, and compounded things, whereof tolls m 
and Niuk, and the Child was eaſedof his infill pi 
micy; And when theKing heard that the Cy it. 
mas recovered of his fickneſs, he gave unto ie 
MPatter a god reward 2 but of the Quten he ile 
eretly received great gift, and ſpecial than m 
and ſo went his way. And when he was conch 
- homie, Ippocras his Patter demande d ol hi et 
ſaying, have pe beheld the Child ? and he fan 
vta: then asked he him what he gave him, hir 
kher compounds v3 uncompounded things: tha 
ſaid Ippoctas, that other of the Child is uuf hie 
true to her Hus band: That is truth ſaith Galle 
nus. Then lppdcras was moved wich en vy, au e 
thanght in Himſelf, ik there be not found a Nee 
medy; my Sciences hall. be no moꝛe ſet by, but 
be ſhall be pzaiſevabove me. And from that a 2 
ke ward he deviſed how he might flap him. Up Di 
vn a dap Ippocras called him, and ſaid, come i up! 
wit h me toſ#k and gather Herbs in the Gar Ti 
den; to whom he laid, Paſter Jam ready] the 
And when they were come into the. Garvey 
Ippocras faiv, I le that this Herb is right ve] ib? 
_. fnons, flap down, and gather me ol it. Ju 
Gulicnas did fo. And as they went abeut 
Suden, ſaid Ippocras, Now J well rare 


ly 
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| evour of this Werb, that is moze pꝛecious 
Gold; and therefoze ftwp down to the 
und and dzaw it out wich the rot, foz ie 
] much wonth : Gallienus bowed down himſelf | 
| ill out che erb, and Ippocrag dzew out his 
ite and killed him: After that Ippocras fell 
& to the death, that the ſtreugeh ok his Body 
Hed him, ann did as much as he could to help 
mſelf, but that could not be. And as the 
ecbolars and Diſtiples heard ok it, they went 
alp unto Him; and did all they might oz could 
| mode of Yip health, but it availed them no⸗ 
Shen Ippocras this perceived, he ſaid unto 
Scholars: fetch me a great Tun, and fill 
15 to the byim with Mater; and when they 
uber ſo vone; he ſaiv unto them: Male now 
therein an hundzed holes; and when that was 
af alſo done, there went noue of: the Mater but. 
pw Then (aid Ippocras , Behold my moſt dear 
wi Diſciples how the vengeance of God is fallen 
+ apon me, as pou may openly fte: Fozin this 1 
ate] Mun are an hundzed holes, and gveth not 
dp] thereout any dap: Right lv chere cometh uy. * 
LE vertue out of the Yerbs to help me, and there- 
as Arg pe do unto me, helpeth not; fox A 
* die: hut my dear Childzen, ik my Pe⸗ 
v Gallicnus were alive he could heal me, 
x rho have lain, and that grieveth me ſo2e, 
« IT ae the ee of God cometh 


. 8 upon 
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upon me; and this ſaid, he turned to the u 
and gave up the ghoſt, Then laid the Paſt 


unto the Emperoz, Pp Lo2d, — 
well what J have ſaid? he anſwered, yea ri 


£ = * 


well: what hurt had it ben to him if Gallien ml. 


had lived. 

The Maſter anſwered, it had been better 
Ippocras at that time hadnot he died, and thet 
foze by the right wiſe judgment of God, 


| tha 


" 


the 


Medicines availed him not, and therefozeYLz 


, Hewed to you that it ſhall.-happen wozle to 3 
if that pou put to death your Don fo2 the woy 

of your Mike, who in time of neceſſity ſhall ei 

and 5 vou. And conſider pou not, that 


have after the firſt wife, wedded this wife thi u 
pe now have: And lo you may the third an 


fourth, andnever ſhall ye have luch a Bon, tl 


ſhall ſave you from peril, The Emperoz ſail 


truly he ſhall not die. 


Then ſaid the Paſter, then do you that be 


cometh che wiſdom of pour pears, and the No pe. 


alty of your Perlon, and J commend you t 


God, and J thank yeu that pe have this day fol 


me ſpared pour Son. The Emperoz ſaid, 
mark this well, that women are very crafty 


therefoze J will not foz pon, but foz my de 


ipare him, 


* 
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' | The Sixth Complaint of the Empreſs. 


dy. | 
rig Hen the Empꝛels had knowledge there- 
ier of, ſhe ſhewed her ſelf ſo impatienc, 
I that all that ſaw. her, oz heard her, wondzed, and 
nid tothe Emperoz, your wife pineth as though 
eri e would ſhoztlp die. The Emperoz hearing 
thereof went to her, and ſaid, wherefoze (good 
2eYLady,) be you ſo impatient - She anſwered, 
00 ping, D Load, how ſhould J hold it in, when 
oF am the only Daughter of a Ping and pour 
alt Wife, and in your company 3 1 — 
deſpite, and you have pzomiſed to puniſh him, 
thiß but perfozm it not ? The Emperoz ſaid, J wot 
auf not what to do, ve labour to have my Son put to 
thaſdeath; and the Paſters labour to ſave his life; 
ſaiſjaridamongft theſe J know he is my Bon: but 
where the truth is, that J know not. Then ſaid. 
beſ che, this is the cauſe whereof J complain, that 
ioyſ pe believe the Paſters moze than me; and theres 
u tFloze.it ſhall happen to pou, as it did to a King 
p fojand his Steward, . 
„ Typen ſaid the Emperoz, tell me that Ex⸗ 
\ftygample, peradventure it may move me loner to 
leg put my Son to death; ſhe laid gladly, but J pay 
4 — attention to what J ſay : and began as ens = 
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The ſixth Example of the E preſs. 10 


T Here was a Ring moſt p20ud and defoꝛ me 
ed in bis Uilage, ſo that all women hate 
him. The Bing thought to deſtroy all Reme#: 
and carry away the Eodics of Peter and Paule 
who while he was in che mind, called hien 
Ste ward that was ſecretly. with him of hie 
Pivp Council, and ſaid unto. him, go ſeek 
fair woman that this night map l&p' with melee 
The Steward. anſwered, By Lo2d, xe knowl? 

pour infirmitp, and no woman would do evi 
without a great lum of mony. The King ſainÞ9y 
think peu foz mp monep J will want one 
have J not Gold and Silver ensugh: thou 
it were a thouſand Flozents J would it . civeI®% 
5 Thea 


ELL 
he Ste ward hear 
vetsulnels, e 
ee z and of. 0 
F Im god Wife , mp Lozd. defirec 
2 vil aertuous, Woman „ and y. 9 1 
11 5 bong he agk. a.choulaud Flozen(s; 
| d me fon to pzdbive. hin 6 ke 2: t 
3 counſel 0 e 
} ie Wife (aid, 75 
t ſg pzoud and 
of Int coulent a: 
E rettet id, J com 
= ue ct e 
ess 1122 905 6 f 
Rem dr inlomuch th 


. Juſto; 
m⸗ 7 e bal 
rept? 7; 55 ave und. nk 
n EF 41 a: ver y g 
a 


uly 


ve. leſs than & Stand 4 
5 ſhe ſhal coin early. 
ng muß go awap, that ſhe be np 
A ing ankwered Jam contented, 
nt wag ; come, the Heeward led bis 
0 [* * e made faſt t the daz, atk went his 
Gmcly in the. 0z0iug che Steward grpfe 
9 ens to 175 ing, and kid. my 03d; it 
cy * e it is gd pt u per⸗ 
r P20 mile, and let the Woman go. 
fore ing ſaid, * Worai, pleatety ml 
Wont 


*. 


Tl Sir Wiſe * 


Ul. t ud not depart, W 
he ht ö A an im dark ifs 
Mie an We ing again, al 
od, the e e * 1 
4 man go,; n e 
| nig (aid, pet Gall} 3; 


1 


Fe be altar, i: 
The ie right th 255 bs ar 5 | 


= wi 115 heavp heart, till” 


u he entred agal 
d, my Von, it 

to depakt, #1 
BY Wks a red, 

2 fo her c 

t erden yl un 
at, could — fozbeax to hold his 0 Ci 

counſel, but Mid, D my god Lozd, 3 vii 


you ſuffer her to vepart; f it is mine 8 


life. g hearing A ſatd to hin 

open the Ser and when it was open, tl 15 
ight bay appeared, and he beheld ihe Wt — 

man katr, and perceived it was the Wife on 

the 515 and ſaid, O thou ſtain of Pais 


5 far. 


bod, and ſhame of the Creation, why bac thoil in 
{oz ſo little Ponep ſhamed thy gon Wife 
and bel cab er unto me unwitting ! The 
fo:e. haſte che and get the ont of my Realy 
and never 1 5 in my üght; koz ik ever Jl 
dhe, thou ſhale die the mot ſhameful death tha 
can be (magined. When the Steward bear | 
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be god, and dür nit abine, ann y 
* i Ws into the Realm, And the ming 
” & #11” his likratimz in great Tekin ond | 
eh fron er JT; all: Der aps 


( 17 ID = p 
Alter that; the a api to ata | 
A: mighty Army of /ptillan men of/Wer, anb 
bent to the City of Rome with: GT might, 
teſieged it on ul ves, until tho Romans. 
pools * delivered to him (fou habe with⸗ 
hi whimſelf from thence) the Wokjes aſa the 
* a Apoſtles, St. Peter and / Pauοñi! 
any Then there was in the Enp beben 'Wilſe 
inn Waters as pe now have, by the/Countel: of 
whom all the City” was governen Aud che 
0 Citizens came unto them and law; what'/thall 
* 
in 
th 


; . 


we do : It behobes us chat we-giotaniics:our 

rene ue EX ovits" of the Moly Apoſtles, oz 
hes City” Then aufwerod he kund Faſter? JF 

wall with my Wllddm this dap ſaut the Citp, 

| and the Bories bf We Apottles. :Aaw1p-1rvery 

u ene ofttem pꝛomiked fo2 one dap to bodbe like, 

jo in lie manner as your: e 

pour Son. Mü thak the began to 

Jaſſault the Citp in All parts. —— 

r ae to bevy ſo wilelp to have 

j Peace, that the Bing that day lelt his-Alcult, 

and withdzew a Rette from che 'Wirp! :' And 

1 00 did all the Palters one after aud er, till 

q the laſt: Unto whom came the*Biivgeſfes' of 


G 3 | the 


2 Abe SFv@h Wit. 


aitin ſai; Schalker, ve AHA 77 

I King e bat te W 

ö will wm the e b 25 
e jeopardy; 9 51 
225 . your; pm 1 i 

rem anger; like as pour fellows iy 

vitae! eier en ianfweren the W in 
ery Foxy uit, foz.co/mpzrow, I all by: A 1. 
zuuu hem fuch ant operation, that the K La 
"any allhignnight ſhalbleave the Stage. Th E 
zune vapuehe Ving gabe a great aſſauly to th * 
City; them ment the. after and cloathed hin 8 

2 Tell in dg marwelous ſtrange Ueſture, having * 
Jatherrin 10e. Feather of Peatecks, aud ot | +. 
* ee Ir — baic jv fo 
Mwoms imtach haud one and wentztherewi - 
2 pon the hi ale Tower o of the; City fc 


ng ene erdd ine and bew bimteiſ © 

* kanne oft, 0 that they might. e | 
bim zam held in his mouth ws 1 
Swami win Gjned, & g 
ehehing that, On unn 0 
5 omen the top of, Apndeſ ; 

„ Tower — ;thing 2 yea (aut hahe) 

fes it well; 2 marpcilons, duet q 
dig Hiknow not. Aid, it isthe- God: 0 C 

-/Chaiſtian Folk, A * me du. of. 5 
un ſlay : us with two 9 i we longer abide; 6 
Tl King bearing that treu bled foz ken ˖ 
3 and seid hat shall we do There is but ang 
tan, | way 
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lt and that is, that we depart from hence 
5 25 their God revenge himſelf upon us. 
Then began the King with his Yoſt to de: 
"=  Potwichſtanving there was no need, foz they 
: ot the Paſter was deceived. When the Romans 
5 am that, they haſtily purſued them, well arm⸗ 
A ed. and flew the King with many of the people, 
| « and in that manner (by great fubtlety of the 
4 Paſters) was the mighty King with his Army 
. ſubdued. Then laid the Empzels unto the 
4 Cmperoz, Lozd, have you underſtod what 3 
i yave ſaid? Ye ſaid, yca, with god attention. 
She ſaid, now you have heard what J ſaid unto 
vou at the beginning ok this Narration, of the 
a Steward, that the King truſted lo much, which 
af f02 covetouſneſs ſhamed his own Mike, and 
foz that was bauiſhed out of the Land: in like 
manner pour Son. foz the deſire he hath to 
the Empire, intendeth to deſtroy vou: But 
whilct he is in pour power, do with him as the 
| King did with his Ser ward. Ak you will not 
put him to death, then put im out ok pour 
el Empire, that you map live in ſafeguard of your 
like. Aud have. pou, alſo heard how the King 
lap bekoze Rome, ang how he was bythe Wile 
Ut | Þatters deceived, and he wich his kollomers 
were lain: In like manner the Seven Wiſe 
' Palkers intended to deal with von, and with 


0 Fecrafty wiles deceive you, and in the end trai⸗ 
2 teronllp murther pou, that ſo pour Don might 
bay | G 4 reign - 


The an Wiſe 


reign in your, Empire. 1 anſwered 
the Empero2, that ſhall not be, foz tomozrow r 
my Won ſhall die. Then he commanded his 1 wl 
2 foxthwith to lead his Don to Exe- Ne 
tution. When the people heard thele things, 
they gathered in great Trops, much lament⸗ 
ing the veath of the Emperozs Son. And as 
— as the firch Paſter had heard thereof, he 
haſted to the Emperoꝛs Court, and ſaluted him 
With reverence, but he diſdainfully thzeatned WM 
him that he ſhould be put to death with his Bon, 
:  -fo2 he was with them made dumb and a Ribauld, at 
which was ſhewed towards his Mike. The Kine 
Paſker replyed, J have not deſerved to die with Pot 
pour Don, but to have large Gifts, fo2 he is tt 
not dumb, as tou ſhall Hear within thze days ca 
if he may live ſo long; but if pou put him to eu 
death fo2 the UWd2vs of your Mike, = 3 ſhall L 
marvel at pour Wiſdom, and without doubt it Po 
ſhall happen to you, as ſometimes it happened er! 
to a Knight that ſo much allowed the ſaying of ed 


| wa 


his wife, that he was bound to an Mozſe⸗tail, and \he 
dzawn thꝛough the City to the Gallows, The 
Emperoꝛ ſaid fo2 the love ot God ſhew me that fur 
Example, that A may beware of that evil. That MM 
I will not do, ſaid the Maffer, without pon : ot 
call again peut Son. Then he commanded to 0 
call back his Don: Aud the Paſter began as 
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, followeth. 
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| The Example of the fixth Maſter. 
Pometimes there was an Emperoz of Rome, 
D which bad thze Knights, whom he lover 
Poe all others: in the lame City there wa 
*Fnancient Knight that had werder a fair poun 
Nike, which above all things he loved, as poi 
-Fithe Empzefs : the Lady coply fing with ſuch 


* 


} 


wetneſs, that many defiredher company. It 

Nel on a ſeaſon as ſhe late in the Youſe, her 
lage turned to the Street that ſhe might ſer 

em that walked by, and began ſweetly to ſing, 

Nut all Folks delighted to hear her. By chance 

me that ways a Knight of the Emperozs 

art that heard her voice, and beholding her 
ah a willing mind and attentive ear, he was 

; Fcedingly taken in love: Aud entring the 
rule, fell into talk with her greatly, but chief- 

Pot love, and amongſt other'catk, he demand⸗ 

Pot her, what he ſhould give her to fleep by 
Fr fide one night: She anſwered, ong hun⸗ 

died Flozents. Then ſaid che Knight, tell me 

F ſen J hall come, and J will 0 ive it pou, Sir, 

- Moth che, when AJ have con time J ſhall 
up foz pou. The next day the ſung in the lame 
re, aud the ſecond Knight of the Emperozs 

rt came by that wap, who likewiſe was 
ten in her love, and he allo pꝛomiſed her an 

ozed Flozents3 to whom fe made the like 
nie. The third dap came to her another 

br, and untd him likewiſe che conſented,” 
1 | and 
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and he p2omiſed her an hundzed Flozents, if * 
hould-.give him knowledge. of the time ; u 
ſhe, alſo pzomiſed. Theſe ch: Knights hat 
{oſecretly tpoken wich the Lady, that not aſs 
of, them Lad kngwledge of one anothers cant. 
ttuto. her, {0 I Lady was Deceicful,. aſs, 
came ta her Yushaud, and ſaid, Sir, 3 haben 
ſecret matter to them you, wherein if vou folly, 
low my counſel, cur poverty pou map large 
relieve, The Knight replyed, tell it me, auh 
will keep it as ſecret as my life, and fulfil it m 
the uttermolk of my power. She ancwe ri 
cher Bnights ok the Emperozs Court hallff 
ben with me one. after another, in ſuch wil, 
that none of them kuoweth of anothers couuldy,,. 
and each Knight.offered. me an hundzed Flip 
rents. Pight we zu hundzed Flozents get, . 
no man know it, chould not aut poverty be wilder 
relieved? Then laid che Knight, yea, they, 
foe, whatſoever, pau will counſel me, 3 * f 
Wee perkozm: then ſaid che; J give p "mn; 
counſel, that, when the Unights hall con fn 
with their Flozeuts, you Call tand behind 


| pre | ' w: 
ate wich peur Dwowd Mahi, and as they cf 


il 


(being they come dne after another) you ſlaſh, 
lay them, and lo we ſhall have the thzz hunde 
Flozents they bang, without anp maus kuf in 
ledge. Che Knight anſwered, O my beſt bellen 
ned wike, 3 tear this evil candot be hid, and f be 
ſhall therefoze Cuſter. death if it were known 
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therefo2e make a gwd end, krar uot, UUhen 
vi 1 22 ſaw ſe was ſo harhy it cauſth him 
at Ae moze bold; then ſhe leut foꝛ che firſt Ani 
We” | und he came. without tarrying to the 
nocked; and ſhe asked ik he had 19 1 
gabe 1 undzed. Klozente : he anſwered 3 have dzoughe 
u fo them, Then che let him in, and he had no loner 
i tatered but her Dusband murthered him. Im⸗ 
aun gedintely came the lecond Knight, and in like 
manner was ſlain. And noc long; after came the 
Wu third Knight, whom allo he ew. Yaving fi- 
aiGed the butchery,they conveyed the murther⸗ 
F Bodies into a ſecret Chamber, UUhen they 
at Thad thus done, the Knight.faid unto the Lady, 


© dear Wife, ik theſe dend bodies ſhould. de 


pound with us, we ſhall die the moſt ſhameful 
M beath that can be imagined, fo} it is not polli⸗ 
uy ble but theſe the Bnights will be wiſled in 
Thc Emperozs Court, and great ſearch will be 
made foz them throughout the Citp. Dhe an⸗ 
or Afwered and ſaid, Sir Buight, J ave now this 
Two2zk begun, and will make a god ent, fear 

a 1 it not, ave ſaid, This Lady had 3 Bꝛother 
AF-which had the Government of the Uuealth of 
bil che City, that on nights watched in the Streets 
a0 al with his fellows : She Kod at the Gate, and 
alled unto her Bꝛother, and ſaid, O mp beſt 

1- heloved Fzother, 3 have a ſecret matter, Which 
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J would not make it known, therefoze tot | 4 
whe me, and J will relate it unto you, Apl Ms 8 
Nene was entred the Youſe, the Lady rech irt 
friendly, and gave him Wine, and fa 41 
* ved Bzother, this is the taufe 3 hafen 
catfed pou, foz J have much ned of pour 0 t 
counſel. The Bother anſwered, ſpeak bolblyIgir 
and whatſoever J may do, to my power, hal te [her 
at pour deſire, without any letting. i 0 
the, peſterdap came a Knight in rienviy, 
afterwards he fell into ſuch variance with m 
Husband that he flew him: and he lpeth | 
dead in my Chamber: nom mp dear Bothe 
we have no man that we may truſt, but 2 : 
ou: And if this dead body be found in our 
uſe, we ſhall be put to death. Now ſhe 
mentioned but one. Per Bother ſaid, delive 
him me in a Sack, and A will bear him tot 
Dea * ſhe hearing that, was glad thereof, 
delivered him the Eopy of the firſt Knight T 
he twk it, and went a god ſpace, and calf | Im 
therein: and as ſon as this was done, Ie} +; 
cam? to his Siſter, and ſaid to her, Given x I 
ok the beſt Wine, fo2 you are of him quit: am 
the gave him thanks, and went to her Cha | K 
ber, as though ſhe had gone foz Mine, and be, 
gay 0 cry aloud : The Knight that was caſt init ft 
he Sea is come ägain. As her Bzother hear 
1 * he marvelled ſoze, and (aid, Se oY * 
il 4 
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jm, J hall ſ&'if he will riſe again, and took 
Mee ſecond Knight (ſuppoſing it had bien the 
| ſoy of the firſt) and went to the Dea, and 
ich a one dꝛowned him. That done, he went 
gain to his Siſter, and laid, nom fill me a 
"Cup of good Wine, fo2 J have d2owned him 
bg | ve, that he ſhall never come again; Then 
ud ſhe, thanks be to God; and went again to 
65 Chamber, and feigned to fetch UUine, and 
Maied aloud, Alas he is riſen again, and is'ccme 
ut of the Sea! and as her Bꝛother heard that, 
5 a great marvel, he laid, what Devil is this 
ac J have caſt into the N Mater, and pet he is 


he e again, deliver him me the third time, aud 


ki fall ſ& i he will come again. Then ſhe gave 
the Im the third Knizxht, which he believed hay 


ken the firff, and went without the City to a 
| great Forreſt, and made a great fire to caſt him 
M therein, and when he was almoſt burnt, the 

Bother went a little diſtance to do his need. 
i Then came a Bight that was to ride to the 

*] City, where in the Pozning ſhauld be a Tours 
ey and Juſting: it was cold weather, and dark, 
mel and not far from the City; and when he law the 
4 11 e, he dzew thercto, and alighted and warmed 


* 


0 7 The UUatchman came. aud mid, what art 
int eu. ? the Knight ſaid, J am a Knight. Then 
eam mid the UUatchman thow art no Knight but a 
vinſ” Devil, fo2 J firſt caſt thee. into the ws 

4 then 
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then with a great ſtune J dꝛowned the; and 
thitd time J put the into this fire, ſuppoſit 
thou hadft been burnt; and pet chou ſtandeſ 
here: and then he tok the Kuight; with, hi 
Mozſe; and raſt them bath into the fire. Af 91 x 
ihm he went unco:/his Siſter , and told whaky, ;d 
bad hapned; and ſaid, now bzing me the bet} 
Mine: foz after J had burnt him, J found ae! | 
again by thi fire with a Mozſe, and have c 
them both into the fite: and by this his Sick | 
perceived he had burnt a Bnight of-the Toursh | 
nep/t who ation: :bzought him the Mine abung . 
dantlp 3/ auv after pe. had well drunk, be dez er 
parted thence. Not long after, thexe fell a great un 
cdutention betwirt the Bnight anp his Wife c 
ſo that he lmote her ; and ſhe hadzindignatioa 
thereofy being angrp; and laid, that many bea e 
her; Ouvrecch/wile thou kill me, as thou did 
the itte Knights? certain men hearing th 1 
laid hands on them? and bꝛought them to the · Jig 


= 
 — _ 


Emperor; and tbe Woman confeſſed that hen 


Musband had ſlain the ch2e; Bnigbes of the [6 
Eimnperoze, and how be twk from them the 5 
hundzed Plozents. And it being ſo found, both 0 
Weitra wu at a Hale⸗tail any hanged; 19 0 
faid the Paſtcr to the Emperoꝛz, have pou ut 
dert what J haves ſaid - Heranſwered, rig he 
well: 3 ſay fa certain that Wife was "ſe 
wopxt woman rhaowight: be ; fz fiyſt ſbe mog ze 
enn murt her, and akterwards; Auen | 
*C im. F 


= © 


m. The Nader ſaid, A e zit hall 
pppen to vou woile; if ou put ydur Don to 
tach by advice of pour Mift. The Emperoz 

id, mp Son ſhall not die this dap; - The (Pas 
t hearing that, gave thanks to the n 

d tok leave, and went. his wap. WE 

” . 


| The ſeventh Complaint of the 1 


Hen the Empꝛels heard the Cmpero2s 
Don was pet living, as a mad woman, 

e ran to the Emperoz weeping, and laytug, 
WD unhappp woman! what ſhall J do 2 3 muſt 
2**eds flap my' ſelf chat am / aſhamed, and vo 
penichment thereupen done. The Emperoz 

ſwered, God defend that you ſhculd have 

lind on ſuch a wicked veedz-ſuffer a (while 
MNfeu ſkall have a god end. She oy | 
wy je end Call be evil; foz of that ſhall fol 

$ creat confuſion. | tity 


the uch talk. She (aid, Lozd, it Gall tome to | 
gen hou and to your Son, as to à Ring and his 
A, dic ward. 3 pꝛap tell chat Example, She 
id, J will glad p. but J fear” you will hear 
Me no moze: For next dap the {ſeventh 
ball ſpcak, and ſave pour Son from: deat + $6 
he other fix have done, and when peur Sen Gall 
; peak; of whoſe wozds-30u Gall have ſych-gop 
ud delectation, that the love bel wixt us fhadl 
c wholly fezgetten. The Emperoz (aid, - :thatis 
pe bible, foz, 3 Call 1 85 lozget your dave. 
. Then 
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-* Then ſaid ſhe, my beſt beloved Lozd f * 

"Pleaſe you, J will tell pon one Example 

© which pou ſhall beware of many perils, ela 
ally of your accurſed Son, who intenverh i Þ 
. deffroy me by his Paſters, The Empero! ſa} 
tell on. And the Empzeſs began to tell ab! 

hereafter followeth. TE 


— — 


The ſcventh Example of the Empreſs. * 


| t +. gd, King which loved his Wil 
1 above all things, inſomuch that he colt 
- her within a ſtrong Caſtle, and bare the key! 
{thereof himſelf: the Lady was therefoze heal 0 
aud comfoztleſs. Pow in far Countries che 
was a valiant Unight, which lying on his Bf 
dzeamed he ſaw one of the faireſt Autens ths 


MASTERS. 
ever eye beheld, whoſe love above all others he 
deſired co obtain, and if he might fe her walk, 
ze ſhould certain y have ſome knowledge of her, 
ip by whom to him great Friendſhip-and Yonour' 
L zould come. To the Qucen the ſame night 
if by viſion of the ſame Knight, the like was alſo 
} gewed, and as yet they had no knowledge of 
8 tach dther, neither of Name oz Fame, UUhen 
{the Knight had thus dzeamed, and ſeen (as he 
thought) a moſt vertuous and comely Lady, he 
determined that his fot ſhould take no reſt⸗ till 
e had found out the Lady, that in his Dꝛeam 
emed ſo glozigus : And having tok Pole, 
Ind all that wa) neceſſary foz his journcp, he 
ravelled thzoughout divers Regions, Coun⸗ 
ies, and Kingdoms, till at laſt he came into 
e Land, where this Qucen was by her jca- 
bus Musband kept in a ſtrong Caſtle, UUhen. 
8 | bis Bnight was come unto the City, and had 
ae ſeaſon therein ſojourned, it fell out, that 
As the Knight walked by the Caſtle, (and knew | 
Pot as then, that the Quen was therein kept) 
Wl was at that time ſitting in a UUindowto ſee 
mie people pals by, and among others ſhe 
Ao vied the Knight, and knew him to be the man 
bee whom ſhe had dzeamed befoze: The Rnight 
chance litced up his eyes, and perceived the 
y in a UUindow, aud his mind gave him 
t it was fe of whom he had d2eamed, and 
began a Song in ** As he beard * 


* 1 
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he was taken With her love. That Knigitha(t 
- from thencefozth daily walked about the Caſtleſheff, 
beholding it all over, to eſpy if any way heide bt 
might get in, to declare his mind unto hey hut 
The Lady perceiving that, pzeſently endite nl 
a'Letter, and ſecretly conveyed it unto hin 
from the Calement of her Chamber — 4 
which when he had peruſed, and-underſtandinghot 
the will of the Lady, he began to haunt Juſls u. 
and Tournaments, and did perkozm ſo manyſhe k 
marvellous Acts, that the fame of him came te * 
the ears ok the Bing; and as ſon as the King 
heard thereof, he ſent after him, and ſaid 
unto him, Dir night, J have heard that youſſ "_ 
have got much honour at our Juſts and Toursſſya! 
naments; wherefoze ik it pleaſe you to abi e 
| 
4 


here and dwell with us, we ſhall give you larg 
reward. The Knight anſwered, D mighty 
P2ince, Jam your Servant, J would J could 
doany Service that would pleaſe pour Pagnis 
ficence 3 without taking any reward, ſave one uit 
thing befoze all other J deſire. The King laid mal 
thew unto me boldly what that is. The night evil 
anſwered, my Lo2d, lceing that it hath pleas — 
led pour moſt Exceltent Pajeſty to take me fo; 
pour Servant, and one of pour grave Counlel, : 
- ſeemeth to me moſt expedient foz both our de⸗ 
lights, that I have a plate near the UUall ol the 
aſtle, that J at all times might be moze rea⸗ Y 
dp at pour tall, when pou need, The Ving iche 
TY ans} 
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gtSaſwered, J conſent , make it as you think 
[!eSeſt. Then the Knight cauſed many Wozkmen 
beste be bz zought, and having ſo done, he choſe 
hen put certain fo2 his purpoſe, and cauſed them to 
itt ld him a fair lodging near the Walls of 
bine Tower: this being finiſhed, he made a Ces 
ow, vant with one of the Wozkmen, (whom he 
ingFhought fitteſt) to make a ſecret way to the 
altsgautens Lodgings: and when this was finiſhed, 

nyſe killed the Wozkman, becauſe he ſhonld not 
? tonake it known. Having thus done, he went 


ing ſi unco the Queen , and did her reverente as 


ai tame him, and they diſconrſed of many mat- 
ers, Having thus paſſed the day, the night 
awing on, he deſired he might ſleep by her 

i e night, but ſhe often denyed him; pet ne- 


10 theleſs conſented unto his requeſt. Now 
hey having ſpent the night in pleaſure, and 
ozning being come, the Knight returned to 

Wis Lodgings : and the Nueen began to think 
ne wich her ſelf , what hall J do, if J tſhonld 
nke my Pugband acquainted herewith : two 

1 . ils would come thereok; the one is my ſhame, 

a, end peradventure, he would utterly fozſake me 

0} and cauſe me to be dziven out of the Land foz 

5 wer: The other is, that he would flay the 

night, fo2 death it is not poſſible foꝛ him tas 
| bd ape; therefoze A think'/it moze expedient to 

* le ſecret therein then to reveal it. After that, 

de Unight as often _ pleaſed him, went in 
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unto the Queen, and did his will with her; and 
the gave him a Ring which the King had given 
her at her Wedding. This Knight was lo fas 
mous in Juſting, that in every Battle am 
Tournament he had the Uino2y : Foz which 
cauſe he was in great favour with the Bing, fo 
that he made him Steward and Governour o⸗ 
ver all his Land. | 

It happened on a day, that the Bing diſpoſed 
to ride a hunting, and commanded his Stew 
ard to be ready on the mozrow to go with him: 


whereupon he offered himfelf willingly. On g 


the mozrow they entred the Fozreft, all day cha⸗ 
ſing the wild Beaſts, and were ſo weary that 
the King lat down by a Fountain to reſt, am 
- the. Knight. by his üde: The Knight was m 

ſoner let, but he fell aflep by the King, hay 
ving the Ring on his finger, which the Quten 


had given him: which the King perceiving, 4 


knew it well. When the Knight awaked, a 
perceiving the King had ſ&n the Ring, he fains 
ed himſelf to be ſoꝛe ſick, and ſaid, my honour 
Load, J feel my ſelf ſo, fick, that if J do u 
haſte me unto my Lodging, and ſ&k out com 
pzeſent remedy, either by Pbyſick, oz ſome a 
ther courſe, Jam but a dead man, therefoze J 
pꝛay pou give me leave to go home. To whom 
the King made this anſwer : Go, dear Frienk 
in the Name of God, and ſe there be nothiz 
wanting to-pzocure thy health that my Court 4 
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Kingdom can affozd. The King had no ſoner 
ended his Speech, but immediately the Knighc 
la} tok leave and getting upon his Mozle, he 
ny haſte to his Youſe, and as ſon as he was come 
ich home he alighted, and haſted to the Queens 
e zodgings, and gave her the Ring again, and 
d= told her withal how the King had eſpyed it upon 
his finger, when they were both ſet down 
to reſt : wit hal he told her, that he feigned him⸗ 
ſelf to be very ſick, foz which cauſe the King 
gave him Leave to return to his Lodgings: Ye 
alſo pꝛaped her, that if the King at any time 
ould call foz the Ring, ſhe ſhould ſhewct unto 
him. This done, he tok his leave of her, and 
went again unto his Lodging. Not long after, 
the King came to the Queen, and He received 
him right lovingly ; and after alittle time had 
paſſed, the King ſaid unto her, my Renowned 
Lady, ſhew me the Ring that J gave you, foz A 
have a great deſire to ſee it. She antwered: O 
my beft beloved Lozd, why at this time do pou 
deſire to ſee it? then ſaid he, if pou ſhew it not 
to me incontinentlp, it ſrall repent you, Then 
ſhe aroſe and went to her Cabinet, and tok 
the King out of it: and having thus done, the 
bzoughr it to her Yusband : and when he had 
mn een it, he was half aſhamed, and ſaid, mp beit 
155 beloved Quten: O how like is thac Knights 
* Ring unto this, which J ſaw upon his finger / 
1 oy 3 believe it had been mine, and that was 
; D3 the 
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the canſe J did ask ſo haſtily fo2 it. And of thig] g 
ſuſpicion J pield my ſelf guilty, my dear Lauf tea 
in this behalf: The ſtreugth of the Tower ve] iv? 
ceived me, fox J thought none could get there] bon 
in but my lelk alone, in regard none had che] V 
Rte ping of the keys bnt myſelf, She ſaid unn O 
him, my dear Lozd, wonder not, foz one Ringſ the 
may be like another, and Wozkmen ſeldom| alt 
make one piece of wozk, but others make the T 
ſame : But God fozgive you in that you have] Ct 
ſufpected me; fo2 pou know the ſtrength of the] the 
Tower, and the keys vou have always in| Br 
your p2eſence , and truft no man therewith,| lo 
After that the Knight owained a great Din⸗ 10 
ner, and ſaid unto the King, Py Dovereign,| lo: 
my Lady and Love is come from out of my| C 
Country to ſ&k me, foz whoſe ſake J have o| ler 
dained a Dinner, and would entreat pout 
Pighneſs todo me the Ponour, as to dine with] th 
me this dap, and take ſuch Meat as chall beſ tb 
pꝛovided. The King anſwered, moſt willing⸗ V 
iy will J do pou that wozſhip, and moze, Theſ lil 
Knight. was glad thereof, and by his ſecret] ft. 
way went unta the Nucen and ſaid unto her, be 
Pp beloved Lady, you muſt do thus: come to] k 
mp Moule the pzivp way, and cloath pour ſelf] ta 
richly, and deck pour ſelf with Jewels, and o⸗ 2! 
ther Ozaments, atccozwing to the Cuftom off b. 
my Country, chen ſhall pou fit at Table with] L 
mp King, as my Sovereign Lady, and make in 
et goa 
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thul god cher : She replied, Sir Knight, J am 
Lan teady to do accoading to pour deſire, Uhen 
r de] the time appointed was near, and the King 
4 toming from the Caſtle towards the Knights 
he] Pouſe, in the mean time by the ſecret way the 
Ke Queen entred the Knights Lodgings : (befoze 
ing] the Bing could come) and apparelled her ſelf 
dom after the manner ok the Knights Countrep. 
the] When the King entred the Boule, ſhe with 
gabe Courtly Salutations received him; and when 
the] the King had beheld her, he demanded of the 
in Bnight what woman the ſhould be that ſeemed 
b. fo fair ? Then anſwered the Bnight, my Re- 
nowned Lozd, it is mp Dovereign Lady, that 
gu. fo2 the love ſhe beareth me, is come out of my 
mp] Country after me, to know why J ſhould ab- 
oz] ſent my ſelf ſo long from her love and ſervice, 
our] The Speches being ended, the Bnight cauſed 
ich} the King to fit down at the Table, and made 
be] the Queen ſit by him: The Bing chought it 
ig⸗J was his Queen, and ſaid within himſelf, D how 
hel like is this Woman unto mp Wife ? So the 
ret] ſtrength of the Tower fill deceived him, that 
er, be gave moze credit unto the-Knights wozds, 
to] than to his own epes, The Nucen began to 
elll talk tothe King, and foz to ſtir him to eat and 
o- dzink, and make god cher: and as the King 
of] beard her voice, he ſaid unto himſelf : O blelled 
ith] Lozd, how like is this Woman to my Queen 
in bet behaviour , ſpeech, viſage, and in all 
D 4 other 
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other conditions! and fill the ſtrength of the 
Tower deceived him. In the end ol the Feaſt: 
the Knight pꝛaped his beloved Lady to ſing be⸗ 
foze the Ring; and ſhe began to ſing a Dong of 
Love, When the King heard her, he knew her 
voice, and thought unto- himſelf, is not this i 
my Wife and pet how can this be, J having 
the keys of the Tower my ſelf in keeping 10 
all Dinner time the King late debating thus 
within himſelf, . Dinner ended, he willed the 
Knight fozchwith to take upthe Table, he has ute 
ving urgent occaſions that moved him thereuns Kni 
to, koʒ he was ſoze troubled in mind, Mhere⸗ hy 
upon the Knight laid, Py Lozd, what is the In 
reaſon you are ſo melancholy » What is that 
diſcontenteth you:? be not troubled, ik it pleaſe: 
pou, we ſhall make vou ſome pleaſant (pot; I 
And the Gentlewoman ſaid, my beloved Lo2d, We 
if it pleaſe pou with us to abide; we hall make N di 
vou all the delight that this place can affo2d; if 
your Nugen her ſelf was here, ſhe could not 
give port mo2e content. Whereupon the King I 
began to be angry, and ſaid, take away the ſisN 
Table, foz J may no longer abide here, until 
that J have reſolved my mind. Thereupon the 
Inight fkraightway obeyed. the King, and twk ſth; 
up the Table, giving thanks to all, but elpe⸗ 
* to the Bing his Sovereign Lozd and Pa⸗- 
er. Ri 


Now the King departed, and went wh te lte 
aſt e 


3 
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he Taſte into the Caſtle, to ſee whether that, his 
if Puten were therein oz not: But in the mean 
es fine ſhe went in at the Pꝛivp dez, and ſtrip⸗ 
of fed off her uppermoſt Ueſture, and put her 
er falt into the lame habit the King lekt her at- 
is red with. When the King entred therein, 
ig e found the Queen in the lame cloaching he 
lo ad left her in befoze: and ſ&ing all fell out 
1s Tuntrary to his expectation , he kindly em- 
he Kaced her, and lovingly. killed her, and ſaid 
a- into her, This day have J eaten with mp 
ts night and wich his loving Lady, who came 
ex. ſhut of her Country unto my Court to find him 
ge ſut, who being met and overjoyed in the ſight 
her, did p2eſently ozdain a great Feaſt, 
id humbly entreated me to do him ſo much 
Mace, as to atcompany him at his. Feaſt. 
d. MUberenpon J anſwered him, that foz the love 
Idid bear him, J- would do him that honour, 
ad much moze if requeſted x whom J having. 
geld, ſhe ſemed to me ſo fair, that ſince A 
x {a$bozn, mine epes have not ſ&n one ſo like 
e fs he is to you, inſomuch that all Dinner time 
il B was troubled with many matters, and cculd 
Hardly endure unto the end of. the Feaſt , but 
hat J muſt come to li whether pou were here 


tyre. * 

when the Queen anſwered him, O mighty 
Ping, wherefoze do pou miſtruſt me, having 
ten found che contrary # Do you not know 
* | that 
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that this Tower is ſo faſt, ſfrong, and invits the 
tible, that no man can enter in oz out, wit hon v 
pour knowledge: Foz pou alwaps kep the 
keys, and will not trn( any therewith 3 ben gain 
then is it poſſible J ſhould be there you muß det 
find one man like another: vou remember Cor 
late how pou did miſtake the Knights Ring; and 
And have you moze Arguments of \ſuſpition 13g 

inſt me: was it not ſuftictent to debar me al ay 
liberty theſe many pears, but pou muſt neuw. 
be jealous beſides: A tell you, O noble King] was 
tik pon do not fozſake pour jealoufte, and release em 
me out ok impuſonment bekoze thzw days it {ed 
expired, J will end mp - days herein; fo2 Jer 
had rather live a Servant at liberty, than ant 
Nucen in Pꝛiſon. The King anſwered; all ei 
that poi have objected! is true, of which J aan 
knowledge my ſelf guilty; wherefoze hawfgiv 
patience fo2 a few dapes, and as ſure as 1 | 
reign King of this Country, J will ſet ou am 
liberty, and ſo he lovingly embzaced her with por 
a kiſs, and returned to his own Lodgings vr 
Now he had not reſted above two dayes, bu ye! 
the Knight came and ſaid unto the King, Ame. 
my honourable Lozd, Jhave long ſerved po au 
Yighneſs; now it is time J return into \ 
own Countrey 3 and foz all the ſervice that J 
have done unto peu, J deũre but this one thit la: 
befoze my departure: which is, to give 
me bekoze the Pꝛieſt, with pour own hand, 


Ie 
1 


L 
1 


* 


" 
* W 
+ * 


MASTERS. 


vin che Church, my beloved Lady, whom J intend 
hole wed, who followed me out of far Countries 
chen love, and whom J ſhall bzing thither a⸗ 
hon gain, as my lawful and true UUife, which will 


may de to my great honour when J come into my 


r Country. The King anſwered, that Petition 
ng ind moꝛe than that (ik you will defire it) will 
n „I gladlp fulfil. Then the King pzefixed the 
e up of Marriage 2 when the godKing came 
«dt Church honourably attended, the Pꝛieſt 
4 was ready (adozned with his Ueſtments) to ſo⸗ 
ealel lemnize the Patrimonp. The Knight apparel⸗ 
 Whled the Queen in his own Youſe,after the mans 
02 der of his own Country, and ozdained two 
n ¶ꝛnights to lead her to the Church, who believ- 
Al e it had been his Paramour. UUhen they were 
come to the Church, the Pꝛieſt ſaiv, who ſhall 
abe give this UUoman to this Knight e The King 
hid, J hall give her unto her own Knight ; and 
u k her by the hand, and laid, O god UUoman, 
ung you are ſo like my Nucen, that my lobe is to 
15 you the greater, and alſo becaule pou fall be 
I wedded to this Knight whom Jafleu above all 
Amen, and he ſhall be of mp Moule, and ſo put the 
ol] Queens hand into the Knights 3 and the Pꝛieſt 
Falter the D2der of the Church, bound them, 
ind wedded them together in true and faithful 
ug a redlock. UUhen all theſe Rites were finiſhed 
"the Knight ſaid unto the King, O moſt noble 
* d, the Ship that J intend to go in towards 
. my 
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my Country, is now furniſhed foz my journey alt 
and ready to fail away: wherefoze J humbi ue 
beltech pour Noble Gzace to accompany myſ#9! 
beloved Wife thereunto, and that you wou dot 
admoniſh her to love me, and have me in favour! 
above all others living, and ſo much the ub 
ther foz your god counſel. The King winner 
his followers (beſides others) did accompany{Þv( 
them unto the Ship, foz whoſe departure many 
were erceding ſozrowful and heavy. Then dit 
the King began to ſay unto the Nugen, Pyr 
dear friend, hearken well unto my Counſel, am 
ſ& that pe follow it, foz it ſhall be to your pan 
fit: my moſt honoured and beldved Knight hani 
now wedded and done to you all the honouf 
that in him is; wherefoze lok that you love en 
honour, and obey him above all other men, agh* 
God hath commanded, and that you be unte ker 
him true in all pour dealings, As ſon-agÞf91 
this Speech was ended, he delivered her unte Lot 
the Knight, ſaying mp bleſſing be with pon Fre 
both, and out Lozd keep and conduct you ſafely]f 
unto your own Countrey, Then the Knight|#9! 
and the Quen bowed their heads to the King, |! 
be 


and gave him thanks foz all the kindneſleß 
that he had done them, and having ſo dont, #0? 
they committed him to the Almighty, and en⸗ Vt 
tred into the Ship; the Pariners hoiſted ſail 
bekoze the Wind, and within a ſhozt [pace the 
King loft fight of che Ship, and chence going] en 
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uftily into the Caſtle, he went to ſ&k koz his 
a usen; and when he could not find her, he was 
»M0ved over all the parts of his body, and ſought 
bout all the Tower, ſo long till at laßt he 
oon und out the hole that the Knight had cauſed 
be made; and when he ſaw that, he wept bit⸗ 
0 v, crying out, Alas, alas, This night in 
amJhom J had ſo great confidence, hath robbed me 
angſt my Wife / was J not a Fol, that gave moze 
1 ſich unto the woꝛds of a Knight,: than to mine 
eyes: 
| "Then ſaid the Empaels, my Lo2d, have you 
pI Aunderſtod what J have ſaid - The Emperoz 
ſaid, as well as may be, Thenanſwered the 
a pieſs > Remember. how he truffed the 
Sm night, and yet the Knight deceived him: in 
* ? manner do you truſt the Heven Mile Pa 
mil ters, who labour to deftrop me your wife: and 
Z af you give moze credit to their wozds than to 
nei vour own eyes: fo2 you have ſeen how youruns | 
poy|$racious Son hath rent and ſcratched me, wheres 
7 of pet J bear tokeris and marks about me, as 
$you may ſee; alſo you-know well how pour: ac⸗ 
{curſed Don hath ſhamed me, and you mark not 
how they defend him in this his folly; Theres 
foze it is to be feared that it will happen to you 
wozſe than to the King of whom J have Rus 
unto you. 
The Emperoz teplyed, 3 will believe mine 
ing un Epes befoze J will give credente to their 


” their 
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their woꝛds, and therefoze to mozrow J ſhall u f 
juſtice upon my Son. The next day the Em th 
peroz commanded his Son to be bzought befozeſhe 
bim; which being done, he commanded hin 
to be led to the place of Execution, there "to 


ſuffers death accowing to the Law. Then there 
began to atiſe-great noiſe and bewailing a 
mongſt the common people, foz the death of cheſt 1 
Emperozs only Son, At laſt when the ſe; 
venth Maſter heard it, he ran immediately 
unto the Officers which were leading him tom: 
the Gallows, and ſaid, my Friends, J pzapſolt 
you not to make overmuch haſte, but ſtay pour fall 
hands a while, foz J think this dap, (with thoſhat 
help of the Almighty God) to ſave him from allÞbl: 
perils : and from thence the Paſter haſted him ral 
to the Emperozs Palace, and did him reve-ou! 
rence accozding to his accuſtomed duty: But en 
the Emperoz with great indignation made de 
' him this anſwer, never moze have you anyÞWrt 
joy in this wozlo,fo2 that you have ſent my Son je « 
home untaught and dumb, whom J delivered 
unto: you well ſpeaking 3 koz which cauſe pou far 
all be all put to death with him. The Paſter Jer 
auſwered, O moſt noble Emperoz, the time Þga 
is not long betwirt this and to mozrow non; ; 
then (by the grace of God) you ſhall hear him 
ſpeak diſcreetly, and ſhall declare the truth of 
all things, and this J pꝛomiſe pou he will 
perkoʒm to the full upon pain of my life, if 1 N 


: 
: 
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[ſpare him ſo long time; ik pou find it not 
then take my like, and the loop df us all, 
jen laid the Emperoz, if I might tut hear 
Son ſptak, it wonld give me ent con- 
it, and J would not deſire langer to live. Then 
vered the Paſter, all this and moze pau 
ill hear and ſe&,. and confeſs it to ettue, it 
u will but abide this little time, and then 
t ftrife that hath hen betwixt us and the Em⸗ 
telyhels will clearly be decided. And if you ſuffer 
1 tom to be put to death thzough the woꝛds of your 
apſoſt ungodly Wife, J tell you of: a truth, . 
out all happen wozſe to you than it did to a 25 
the t died fo2 a little blond that he ſaw his 
allÞbleed, to whom after wards ſhe was 4 * ne 
imfral: then ſaid the Emperoz, that Ekample 
uld J fain hear. Then ſaid the Maſter, let pour 
an be called again, and Jſhall tell you lo nota⸗ 
Example, chat during pour lite you may bes 
e of the unſtableneſs of Momen. Then 
p Emperoz ſaid, J ſhall; go call my Son a⸗ 
, Upon condition, that to mozrom J ſhall 
far him ſpeak as pou have p2omiled $ the Mas 
per caid, do that my LLo2d, foz it ſhall be ſo, aud 
gan to tell as followeth. 


The Example of the ſeventh. Maſter. 


Mere was a Knight that had a fait young 
_ .Wike, whom he loved entirely, fo that - 
1 could 
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could not be out of her ſight. It happened oui 
time that they played together at Cheſs, anne 
the night by chance had a knife in his hand 


#: 


1 
0 
and ſhe foꝛtuned to [mite her hand on the knien f 
o that a little blod began to appear. When thing 
Knight ſaw his wife bled, he fell to the grounſicy 
in a lwound; his wife ling that, caſt cold wand 
ter on his Fate, inſomuch that he came a little, 
to himlelk, and laid lichcly, call the Curate 
with che Holy Sacrament, koz J muſt die r fande 
the Hod that J have len come from pour fing ; 
ger hath ſmitten death to my heart: Then! 
the Pꝛieſt came, and comlezted him much 
and adminiſtred the Sacrament unto him, ang! 
avon he died: fo2 whole death there was greaſy 
ſozrow; eſpecially by his Wife: alſo attex t he 
6 | oble f 
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equies were finiſhed, ſhe went and lap upon 
G2ave, and there made great lamentation, 
ſaid, ſhe would never depart. thence, but as 
urtle-Dove the would foz. the love of her 
gband there abide and die, - Then went her 
tends and Neighbours unto her, and ſaid, 
at availeth this foz his Soul, to live here 
ging until pou die e It is better that you 
home, and there give Alms foz the love of 
d, and that ſhall moze avail pour Soul, then 
this place to abide. To whom ſhe anſwered, 
ap you hold pour peace, you are evil coun- 

Nozs, conſider ye not, how J am from him 

arated by death, foz a little blood he ſaw come 
ouſt of my finger : therefoze J ſhall never trom 
nice depart. * 

„er Friends bearing that, made her a little 
iſe nigh the Gzave, and putting therein all 
ngs neceſſary, went their ways, thinking 
_ a while ſhe ſhould be weary to be alone, 
) ſo deſolate from all company, and therebp © 
Ire again the company of the people, 

* | 3n the City was then a Law, that if an Df- 

fader againſt the Law were hanged, the She- 

inthe all night ſhould watch the dead body armed; 
hen 0 it it happened that the body hanged were 

Sin, the Sheriff ould loſe all his Lands, and 

, life at the Kings pleaſure, Jt happened ſon 


the Knight was dead, that a man ſhoulss 


* ff hanger ko; treſpaſſing, ſo that the Sheriff all. 
id j 5 that 
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that night watched by the Gallows, not fi lit 
from the City, and the Church-pard was nth jg 
far from the ſame : then began the Sheriff to le ye: 
ſo cold; that he could not poflibly endure it, bun an 
was even readp to die, except he might ſpeedily he 
warm him, it was ſo extream cold, and fo greath rhe 
a Froſt z and by chance he eſpyiug a fire on theſ zer 
Church⸗pard, He Haſted and came thereto, au ga 
when he was come near to it, he knocked at the FO 
Rttle heuſe. The woman ſaid, who at this time x61 
knocketh at the houſe of the ſowowful woman ⸗ t 
He anlwered, Jam the Sheriff that hath endw] am 
red much cold, and am ready to fr&3e to death if ( 
tnleſs without delay pou let me warm my lell ye 
the ſaid unto him, J fear chat if J let vou in, hir 
pe ſhould cauſe me to be moze heavy. Me aid] the 

I p2omiſe-you, that J Gall ſap no words to-your N 
diſpleafure, Then ſhe let him in 3 and when heſ the 
had ſitten a while by the fire, and was wellſ we 
warmed, he ſaid unto her, O Fair Woman; bp 
With pour licence, would J fain- * but 4 
wozd with pon. Ohe anſwered, Dif, lay 1 ” 
pleaſeth you. Then he ſaid, O Lady, you ben Ge 
faix-Gentlewoman, rich and poung, were it nei the 
moze convenient fo2 you to dwell at home, amy wa 
to give Alms, then to waſte pour ſelf here with] to 
weeping - She laid, Sir Knight, had J known of « 
this befoze, vou had not come in; fo J ſap h 
pdu as J have ſaid to others oftentimes, pon fo; 
know mp Husband loved me lo well, that wy o 

itte 
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far] titfle blood he ſaw me bleed out of my finger, he 
nee is dead; wherefoze J will here die foz the love 
obef him. As the Knight heard this, he tok leave 
but] end went again unto the Gallows 3 and when 
dilp] he was come thither, and ſaw that the Thief 
reit ſhe left their hanging) was ſfoln away, he 
began to wax heavy, and ſatd, wo is me, what 
any gall J do: fo2 J have loſt my life, and all mp 
the] gods: and going up and down thus full of ſoz⸗ 


me tow he knew not what way to turn himſelf 2 
any at Taft he concluded to go to the deſolate Lady, 
"4 ind ew her the heavineſs of his heart, to wit, 
a 


ay if ſhe could give him any god counſel : When 
elbe was come thither, he called, and ſhe asked 
inf him the cauſe : And he ſaid, Madam, J am 
aid] the Sheriff that was right now with you, and 
our} J would fain ſhew vou the ſecrets of my heart; 
de therefoze, A pꝛap pou open the doz. And he 
deu went in, and ſaid unto her, O moſt vertuons 
Wy Lady, Jam now come to have pour advice; 
ney oz you know the Laws of the Land are, that 
val when any man is hanged , and ſtoln off the 
be af Gallows, the Sheriffs life and gods are in 
nei the Kings hands: now it happened while J 
any was here, and warmed me, the Thief was 
buy Koln therefoze J pzay fair Lady, foz the love 
"wy of God, give me your beſt advice what to do, 
she anſwered, J have compaſſion upon pon, 
vo tes by the Law you have loft your life and gods 
— tothe Ring, do now after my counſel 3:and 
wa IJ 2 Ve 
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pk (hall loſe neither: he auſwered J am to you Land 
greatly bound, hoping to have god comfo Uhid 
She ſaid, will pou then pzomile to make me{wel 
pour: Mile: the Bnight anſwered, would Gen ow 
you were indeed fo minded; but J fear you di- wk 
tain to humble pour ſelf unto ſo pz a Bnight;Jthe 
fie ſaid, J give pou mp will there; and he gave Jand 
her again his will, and conſented to be her him 
Anight during his life. Then ſaid ſhe, ye-knowJto h 
ſuch a day my Lo2d was buried, which foz the tc 
love of me died; take him out of the Sepulchze, [wit 
and hang him yp inſtead of the Thief, The 4 r 
Knight anſwered, Lady, pour counſel is very ter 
god; then went they and opened the Sepul⸗ 
chze and dzew him out. The Knight ſaid unte 
the Lady, how (all we now do: becauſe cre 
the Thief was hanged, two of his Teth were 
ſmitten out, and A fear me ik that were per- 
ceived J chall die the death. Then the Lady ſat 
ſaid, take a ſtone and ſtrike out two of his 

Teeth. The Knight anſwered, Padam, that Þa 
map not J do, fo2 while he lived he was my the 
truſty Friend, and it ſhould be to me great re⸗ ed. 
buke to do ſo diſloyat a deed to his Jody, being | fro 
dead. She anſwered, fo2 your love J ſhall do 
i ; and pzcſently tok a ſtone, and ſmote gut im 
two ol his Tech, and laid to the Sheriff- take th 
him and hang him upon the Gallows like the ] wt 
Thief. The Knight laid, J fear to do it, foz the Im: 
Thiek in taking was wounded upon his Mead, | wi 
and | 
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yon Land he lacked his Cars. O, Padam, God fo2- 
02k; nid that J do ſo to the dead body, that J loved ſo 
me well in his lite. Then ſaid ſhe, give me peur 
oh wozd, and J chall fo2 pour love do it, and ſo 
dil⸗ wk the Dwozd, and ſmote a manly ſtroak on 
ht: che dead mans fozehead, and cut off Lis Cars, 
ave md when ſhe had thus done, ſhe ſaid, now hang 
her him. Then the Knight anſwered, pet J fear 
ow Fto hang him, foz the Thiek wanted both his 
the IÞtones, and if he be ſearched, and not found 
Ne; without, all my labour is loſt, Then ſaidſe, 
The never ſaw man ſo fearful, ling the mat- 
erp er is ſo (ſure : Take a knife, and cut off his 
ul: Stones. And he anſwered, that J map not 
nta Ibo in any wiſe, and therekoze J pꝛap you ſpare - 
te me, foz you know what a man is without his 
Stones. She ſaid, fo2 the love of pou J ſhall 
do it, and tok the knife and cut of her Yuss 
kinds Stones; and ſaid, now take the Churle, 
thus disfigured, and hang him up without dzead: 
and they went both, and hung the Body upon 
ny che Gallows : and ſs was the Sheriff deliver⸗ 
re- ed. Then ſaid the Lady, now pe be delivered 
ng {from all dangers by my Counſel, therefoze A 
do [deſire you (accozding to p2omile) that pe wed 
ut me. The Knight ſaid, J have made a vow 
ke:Jthat J Chall never wed other ſo Tong as J live, 
be] which J hall perfozm + Then he laid, O thou 
be moſt Gameful and wozſt of all Women, who 
ad; | would take thee to Wife 2 an Honourable. and 
nd] + I 3 loving 
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loving Bnight was thy Yusband, who fo a lit⸗ 
cle ble o that he ſaw iſſue ut of thy finger died. 
Nov: haft thou ſmitten out two of his Teeth, 
cut off his Ears and Stones, and made a great 
weund in his head; what Devil would marry 
the : therefoze thou ſhalt never ſhame god man 
mo2e, J will rid thee of thy like; and ſo dzew 
bis Þwozd, and with one ſtroak, ſmote ok her 
Head. | 

Then the Maſter ſaid unto the Emperoz: 
Py L02d, have you underſtod what J hape 
ſaid 2 Me anſwered, right well: Among> all 
women this was the wozſt, and the Knight res 
warded her accozdinglp, that ſhe ſhould no maze 
do ſhame, The Emperoz ſaid, mozeover, O 
Maſter, might J but hear my Don ſpeak, 
ſhould have no care of my ſelf. Then ſaid the 
'  Paſker, ta mozrow you ſhall hear him ſpeak,- 
-- / apdbefhall jew the truth of all the variances 
betwirt us and the Empzels, as J hope, and (0 
rok leave of the Gmperoz and departed, - 


TO POCOTCSEEECSESErLELSIDEESSES 


How DIOCLESIAN, the Emperors: Son 
complained on the Empreſs 3 and how he ex- 
cuſed himſelf to her complaint. 

A Fter that all the Paſters tok counſel! 

how they ſhould bzing the Child out of 

Paifon, and: lead him to the Palace; fo they 

went to the Child in Pꝛilon befoze mid-day, his 

| | coun- 
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counſel to hear: to whom the Child ſaid, what 
will, (hall pleaſe 3 but bufte not pour ſelves 
w hall anſwer, oz what J ſhall ſay ; foz 
th jop J hall ankwer all that hall be d 
nded of me. When the Seven Wiſe PÞ 
ers heard that, they were exc&vincgjopful, and 
oathed him in Purple and cloth of Gold, 
ad two of the Paſfers went befoze him; one 
on his right hand, and another, on his left, and 
the bther thzee ' followed him, and befoze a | 


went twelve men with inffruments of Puli 


ho bzought him with great melody to the 

lace. When the Emperoz heard the melo# 
dy, he demanded what it was : then it was told 
him by the ſtan ders by, ſaying, mighty Empe⸗ 
dog, it is pour Don which cometh befoze pou; 
and befo2e all pour Lo2vs, to ſpeak and excuſe 
himſelf of all that is laid to his charge, The 
Empero? ſaid, that is god tydings, if A might 
hear my Don ſpeak. And when the Child was 
tome into the Palace; he rode tu his Father, and 
laid unto him: Hail my moſt dear'and Royal 


| Father. 


And when — Empero? heard the voice of his 
Don, he was ſo glad, that foz jop he fell to the 


| earth, but his Bon haſted to take up his Fas 


| ther again, and when he came to himſelf, then 


began 2 Don to declare the whole matter to 

his Father: and chere came lo great a multi⸗ 

pe to the Palate, to 1 the Child ſpeak, — 
4 the 


The Seven Wiſe 


— — — 


— DST < — ̃ 


—— — 


— ͤ-— — , en 


the noiſe of them was ſo great, that the Child] 
could not be heard. The Emperoz conſidering 
that, cauſed Ponep to be thzown into the 
Streets, that the People therewith ſhould be] po 
buſted out of the Palace, the better to Hear | yo 
the Child ſpeak : but they regarded not the Po⸗ | ot! 
ney. - When the Emperoz perceived that, he 
- / _ commanded. ſilence on pain of death: And he 
when they were all ſtill, the Child began to | be 
tpeak as followeth-: O moſt-dear Father,befoze I bi 
I''ſpeak anp thing, J entreat you, that the | n 
re 
fe 
fi 
n 
| 


ETmpzeſs with all her Chamber-Paids may 
be pꝛeſent. Do the Emperoz commanded the 
Empzels with all her Maids to come without 
delay, The Cmpzeſs hearing that (in great 
tear) came with her aids: and the Child — 
271 them 
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| Jos to ſtand befoze the people cn a row, that he 
cht ſ& them. Then ſaid the Child, Sir, be⸗ 
* Chamber-Waid that ſtandeth there in 
ten, ( whom pe know the Empzeſs loveth as 

we all others) command her to be uncloathed 
efo2e us all, and ſe what ſhe is. The Emperoz 
ſaid, dear Son, that would ſhame us all, to have 
woman ſtand naked befoze us; he ſaid, if it be 
N 1a woman it is mp ſhame; if not, let the ſhame 
ide in her. When ſhe was uncloathed, the aps 
peared to be a man, whereat they wondzed, 


The Complaint of the Emperors Son, 
on the Empreſs. 


Tir. ſaid the Son unto the Father, behold 


this Ribauld hath many a night lain with 
your Wife in pour Chamber, and hath defiled 
your Bed, and him the Cmp2eſs loved above all 
others, which thing you did not know, 
- When the Emperoz had ſeen theſe things, 
he with great indignation gave command that 
both the Empꝛels and Ribauld ſhould be burnt ; 
but the Don anlwered, Pp Lozd and Father, 
make no haſte to give judgment, till J have 
| rep2oved her foz the grievous flanders the did 
| falfly accuſe me off, and declared how un juſtly 
He hath complained of me, and ſought all 


t | means how to take my life. Then ſaid the Em- 


| bat, my dear Son, J commit all the judg⸗ 
| meut 
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ment into your hands. The Hon anſwered, 
the be found a K par the Law ſhall give ſentet 
againſt her: but my Royal Father, when - 
ſent fo2 me, at her carne@ requeſt, then J with 0 
my Maſters beheld the Stars, by which J pers it 5 
ceived, that if J ſhould have ſpoken unto cu, le 
any living creature Within the ſpace of ſeve 4 
days, I ſhould have died a moſt ſhameful death lp, | 
and f02 that cauſe only did fozbear to ſpeak ins 
til this p2eſent, 

And whercas the Empꝛels moſt unjuftly 
hath accuſed me, that J would have raviſhed 
her, therein ſhe Tyeth:falflp 3 foz ſhe maſt adul⸗ 
terouflp p2ovoked me to defile the Bed ol my 
moſt gracious Low and Father the Emperoz. 


——— 


And when the in no wiſe could bzing me there? Þ| - 4 
to, the tok Pen, Ink, and Paper, and bade me Ihe 
waite the [cauſe wherefoze J would not pield wa 


And when J had waitten the cauſe thereof, and 
how J would not my Fathers Oꝛchard defile 3 
then the began to tear her Cloaths, and 
fcratch her Uiſage, ſo that it guſhed fozth with 
blod, and cryed with a loud voice, This pour 
Don (having a mind full of luſt) would have 
wzonged pour Paincely Bed, and J reſtſfing 
his luſt, moſt inhumanely hath he . tozn my 
fleſh. When the Emperoz heard this, he beheld 
her wich a full countenance, and ſaid in this 
manner: O wzetched Woman, was not thy 
Ribauld ſufficient to fulfil thy fonl and letche; 
rous 
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„ pus appetite, but wouldſt alſo have made my 


aon Then fell the Empꝛels at the Emperozg 
on Flee, and cryed foꝛ mercy. The Emperoz ſaid, 
Liu e thou curſed and unhappy Moman, thou ask⸗ 
ger it fo2civeneſs but art woathp of none, foz 
5h chou haſt dekerved to die in thzee reſpects : firſt, 
des Jin that thou haſt committed Adultery : ſeconds 
th; Jp, in that thou moſt laſcivioully haſt pꝛovoked 
np Don to a moſt abominable ſin, and laid the 
{ Igime falfly and unjuſtly upon him: Thirdly 
md laſtly, in that thou haſt every day incited 
ne by thy falſe Tales to put my Don to death; 
Itherefoze the Law ſhall have its courſe againſt 
hee, and condemn-the to death, as thou haſt 
Merve d. | 
Then anſwered his Son, Poſt Noble Fa- 
ther, you know well that foz her leaſings J 
was daily led to hanging: But my Paſters 
with the help of God hath delivered me. Omy 
moſt honourable Lozd and Father, it was told 
you by the Empzels, that J ſhould alſo (by the 
help of my Maſterg) de pole you t aud that A did 
labour by all means to deſtroy pou, and ta fit in 
your Thꝛone: Wayld you not then have much 
grie ved: Have you not the whole command and 
Government. of this your Kingdom « Mhere⸗ 
foze then ſhould not J uſe all the skill J have to 
help you, my moſt honoured Father, rather then 
mp wap to deſtroy pou : and ling from pou 
J have my living, J will repute you mp 12 
; 1 gn 7 
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reign Lo and Father, during my life and ng. 
in any manner depzive pou of pour Pont {Tt 
but buſte my ſelf avout governing the lame 
and all pour commands J ſhall fulfil : but it i 
as the Father that caſt his on into the Stau 
dzown him, becauſe he faid He ſhould live to | 
a greater Lozd than his Father was, and ygſall 
the Son by pꝛovidence was laved, and becameſſp i! 
greater than his Father, and yet was no hin⸗ s H 
derance to him, but pzofited them much: allo! 
vou ſie, that my lite and carriage is never lie pit 
to hinder pou, but ſhall be to pour comfojt/Ji ſe 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, bleſſed be the Al-Jiga 
mighty God, andthe hour J begat the, and de⸗ is ) 
— ſuch a Don, that J find lo expert in alli | 
things; tell me an Example, by which we may ud 
perkectly underſtand thy wiſdom, and my heart wel 
the better to enjoy ther. Le: 
Then ſaid-the Son honourable Father, com⸗ ind 
mand firlt ſilence to be made, that J be not let] 
ted till J have done; and when that is ended, |Þc 
give Sentence accozding to Law upon me and']the 
the Empaeſs. Then commanded the Emperoz 5 
ſilence 3 and the Child began to tell in ample l 
manner as followeth, 


Pe 
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The Example of DIOCLESIAN the 
ame Emperois Son. 

it Ir Vere was a Knight which had but one Son 
ra ty 1 that he loved right dear in the beginning, 
o bels ye have loved me, whom he delivered to a 


 yetWaſter that dwelt in a far Country, to be bzought 
an 


p in learning and knowledge. This Child 
hinzbis he waxed in years encreaſed in wiſdom and 
alſghknowledge very much. And when he had bern 
likeIvich his Maſter ſeven years, his Father deſired 
ont u ſ& him, and ſent Letters that he ſhould come 
Al⸗igain into his Country, and viſit his Friends, 
de⸗ is you ſent foz me. The Child was obedient 
all o his Father and came: at whoſe coming he 
ay id exceedingly jop, fo2 that he was grown as 
art well in comlineſs of Bodp, as in Doctrine and 
Learning, and to everp man appeared pleaſaut 
n-/jand gentle. 
tz It happened upon a dap, that the Father and 
d, [Pother ſitting at the Table, the Child lerving 
w ſthem, a Nightingale came fiping befoze the 
o [Window where thep ſat, and began to ſing 
le ſſo ſweetly that they marvelled : And che 
Isnight ſaid, O how ſweetly chis Eitd fingeth?! 
[Well were he that could underſtand his 
Dong, and ſhew the interpzetation thereof, 
RF 3 ſaid the Don, my wozſhipful Father, the 
e of this Nightingale J could declare, but 
I fear your-diſpleaſure. The Father ſaid, lap 
$7”) voldly 
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| r e ea 
. IC Hat 
oldly my Don the interpꝛetation of the Bird falle 
and pe ſhall pꝛove whether I be angry oz not |P) 
but J (all mark well the cauſe of mp anger. Idi 
When the Son heard that, he ſaid, the Pighi⸗ Aan 
ingale ſaid in her Hong, That I ſhall become 
great Lord, honoured of all men, namely of my Ii 
Father, who ſhall bring me water to waſh, and yo 
my Mother (hall hold the Towel, The Father ! 
faid, thou Galt never have ſuch ſervice of us, | 
noz ſuch dignicy ſhall. follow ther, and in great 
madneſs and wwdneſs he tak his Son upon [i 
his/ſhoulders, and ran to the Sea, and caſt him }K 
in, and faid, lie there interp2eter, - The! 
Child could ſwim, and (ſwimming to Land, 
where he was four vapes without Peat 66} 
vzink 2 the fifch day there came a Ship, and - K 
fk , 
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De Child ſaw that, he called to the Ship⸗ men, 

pd ſaid, foz the love of God deliver 'me from 

ath. The Shipmen ſaw it was a fair young 

in, and had compaſſion on him, and with the 

pat fetched him aboard, and carryed him into 

far Country and ſold him to a Duke. The 

zild grew very pꝛoper and fair, and the Duke 

ved him, and had him greallp in favour. 

Il Upon a time the King of that Realm called 
l the great Lo2ds and Noblemen within the 
Realm together, to lit in Council. This Duke 

hen p2epared to go to the ſaid Council, any 
Jiving great regard to the wiſdom of the Child, 

# [wk the Child with him. And when they were 
ird fembled befoze the King and his Council: 
wot; [Py well beloved Lows and Friends; ſaid the 
bo ping, will you know the cauſe wherefdze J have 
iembled pou : They anſwered, we all are 
cal(s overeign Lo2d) at pour command. Then 
my aid the King it is a Tecret that J ſhall ſhew 
nd you: if any man can declate what it ſigniffeth, 
her [I wear unto him by my Crown, J will give 
its, [him my only Daughter in Parriage, and he 
eat hall be my fellow in the Kealm ſa long as J 
on live, andafter mp death ſhali poſſeſs my whole 
im [Kingdom. And the Pyſtery is this. | 
he | Thzte Ravens follow me till whereſoc ver J 
0, go, crying out with ſuch hozrible voices, chat 
64 [the: pain is grievous foz me to heat them, ann 
nd mary mo2e to beholy their looks: 1 if 
tyere 
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there be any man which knoweth the cauſe of} 
this their earneſt following of me, and can 
ſhew what they mean by their crying, am F 
avoid them awap from me, without doubt 3 yan 
ſhall fulfil this pzomiſe that J have made. And |"! 
as the King had thus ſaid, there was none jet 
found in all the, Council, that underſtod the le 
cauſe, 02 could dzive away the Ravens. Then|® * 
ſaid the Child unto the Duke, my Lozd, think irt“ 
you the King will perfozm what he hath p20- lt 
miled 2 Mill you, ſaid the Duke, that J was 
give the King knowledge of what vou can do: |'$® 
Then the Child ſaid; J-will my life pledge |" 
that J ſhall make god what J have ſaid. When 

the Duke heard that, he went to the King and e 
laid, my Lozd and King here is a poung man |* 
that doth p2omile to ſatisſie pou, in all that yon 0, 
deſire touching theſe Ravens, if pou will fulfil mt 
what you have p2omiſed. The King [woze by 
the Crown of his Kingdom, the which J have Þ© 
pꝛomiſed | ſhall. be fulfilled, Then he bzought || 
the Child befoze the King, and when the King 
beheld him, he fpoke unto him after this man⸗ 
ner: O. fair Child, can pou anſwer this my 
queſtion: the Child anſwered, Pea, mp Lozd, 
and that in the beſt manner: Pour, queſtion: 
is, Wherefoze the Ravens follow pou, and 
hozribly call upon pou 2 To which 3 anſ wer: 
It happened, that there were two Navens, a 
Pale and a Female, that bzought mW : 
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a third Raven-: and in that place there 
as à great Famine and ſcarcity of all manner 
Fwd, that Pen, Beaſts, and Fowls dyed fo 
3 ant. Now the third Raven was at that time 
nd ferp'/poung, and not able to fly abzoad, to get 
ne her living : the Female ſhe left it, leeking how 
the ge might get her own living; and came no mote 
en jo the Feaſt. The Pale ſ&ing that, with 
nk [Feat - penury and labour fed the young Raven 
10s fall he was able to lip: and when the Dearth 
- 3 [mas gone, the Female Raven returned home 
o Iain td the young Raven, and would accom- 
ge anx with him 2 but the Pale ſxeing that, would 
en Ave dziven her away, ſaying, the in his great 
ny Meeſlity left his company, and therefoze now he 
an [ſhould have no fellowſhip with her, She alledg- 
on leb that ſhe had in his hatching great labour 
lend ſozrow, and ſuffered much penury, and foz 
that cauſe ſhe Could rather en joy his company 
wan the Pale, | X 
Foz this cauſe my Sovereign Lozd they fols 
low you, asking which of them ſhall have com- 
- [pany with the young Raven, and this is the 
cauſe of: this hozrible clamour-that they make 
-Paily unto you. But my honoured Lozd, when 
zou have given-fentence, pou hall never moze 
ny ſie troubled wich their crying, Then anſwered 
r: [the Ring, becauſe the Female hath fozſaken 
a lihe young Raven in His neceſſity,” it ſtandeth 
en ſuith juſticechacheſhould not follow him, but 
m Bots 1 | Do 
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da without this fellowſhip, - And whereas fe 
laith, that in hatching and bzinging- foath ſhe 
had great pain and travel, that helpeth not, fo 
her pain was, turned into joy, as ſou as ſhe ſaw, 
the young Haven in the wozld. But in regard? 
the Pale is the cauſe of the generation ol every 
Beaſt of the earth, and every fowl cf the air; 
and alſo becauſe the young Raven in his necel⸗ 
ſity was ſuſtained, and fed by the Pale, there⸗ 
foze J conclude both fo2 judgment andſentence 
definitive, that the young Raven ſhall abide with 

fr the Male and not the n 11 


ITT 
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UAhen the Kaveus heard that tentence, with " 
great noiſe,aud cry they flew up into che air, au L 
were no moe ſn in all the Region. E 
manſ + 


This done, the Bing demanded of the young 
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nan what his name was - he anſwered, J am 
he called Alexander: Then ſaid the Ming J will 
that yon grant me one requeſt, which is, that 
| from hencekozth pou take me, and none othet, 
i pour Father; foz pou ſhall have my Daugh⸗ 
ter co Mike, and the whole Government and 
| poſſeſſion of my Realm. Peung Alexander d- 
de ftill there wich the Bing, and every man 
did exceedingly love him; foz he began to haunt 
ce Juſts and Tourneps, wherein he always won 
che Prize befoze all other in Egypt, ſo that his 
per was not to be found, neither was their fo 
| hard a queſtion put to him, but he could make 
known the true ſence and meaning thereof, 
At that time there was an Emperoꝛ named 
| Ticus, who excelled in courteſie and curidfity. on | 
ether Emperozs, Kings, and Painces' in che 
wozld; inlomuch that ſuch Fame llew over the 
1 Wozld of it, that whoſoever would p2ofit - itt 
4 cunning, manners, oz behaviour, muſt go to 
the Emperozs, Court. When Alexander heard 
;| thereof, he laid to the Bing: my moſt honou⸗ 
table Lo and Father, vou know that the woꝛld 
e full of fame ok the Empero2, that it is very 
delectable to abide in his Court, wherefoze, if 
1] pleaſe/pdit my renowned Lozd and Father, A 
ih would pet p gladly go to his Court that J may 
obtain moze wildom, and grow moze pꝛompt in 
ners and Behavisur; than now J am; 
ng] W on antwered che * : it pleaſeth 
nB R 2 me 
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me right well; but take with you plenty t 
— and Silver, and other neceſſaries, that|hin 
vou my Yonour there may ſave, and have alſg]lov 
that which to you is moſt requiſite and neceſ-]* I 
ſary, And it ſ&meth unto me moſt expedient to 
that befoze pour departure you do marry myſties 
Daughter. rec: 

Then anſwered Alexander, Will it pleaſeof ' 
you my Lozdto ſpare me at this time, and atſam 
my return I ſhall wed her with all honour un⸗ na: 
to her appertaining. The King anſweredJCn 
Dince it is pour will to go unto the @mperozgant 
Court, Agive my conſent : Then Alexandgjh g 
tok his leave of the King, and tok with hin 
abundance of . Treaſure, and went to the Empeſ ola 
r023 Court; where, when he was come, wit 
*,nany followers he went befo2e the Emperozſo 
and fell upon his Knees, and did him Reve li 
rence. oz 

The Emperoꝛ roſe from his eat Impeſthe 
rial, and killed him, and asked whence, an 4 
what he was, and wherefoze he was come: ume 
ankwered, Jam Son and Heir to the King offſho! 
Egypt, and am come to ſerve pour molt hHighhad 
Ma jeſtp if it pleaſe pou to accept of me. Then 
Emperoꝛz ſaid he was heartily welcome, an Te 
committed him to his Steward: and made hinzalc 
his Carver. The Steward ozdained him a faigto | 
Chamber 3 and pꝛovided all things that week! 
64 


neceſſary to the lame; and Alexander mel, 


zat{ himſelf ſo well, that in ſhozt time he was be- 
alle loved of all people. 
cel Not long after came the Kings Son of France 
ent to ſerve the Emperoz, and to learn god quali- 
myſties and comely behaviour: him the Emperoz 
received honourablp, demanding his name; and 
eaſejof what kindzed he was come: he anſwered J 
) atjam Son to the Bing of France, and J have to 
un name Lodowick pour Servant: Then ſaid the 
redJEmperoz, J have made Alexander my Carver, 
rozgjand you all be my Cup-bearer, that always pe 
ndgjmay ſerve at mp Table; and commanded the 
hinste ward to aſlign him a Lodging, whom he 
wpeſplaced with Alexander, Theſe two were ſolike 
within ſtature, viſage, and condition, that hardly the 
rozjone might be known from the other, but that 
evegAlexander was moze cunning then Lodowick, 
1fo2 he was Feminine and ſhamekaced; and 
apegthele young men loved well, 
aun The Emperoz had only one Daughter, nas 
med Florentine, right fair and gracious, that 
x offhould be his Meir, whom he loved inttrelp; ſhe 
highdad a Court and Servants aſſigned $ to her the 
ThgEmpero: every dap accuſtomed to ſend from his 
Table of his Dainties, in token ok love, bp 
himAlexander, inſomuch that the Daughter began 
faigfo have him marveloullp in herfavour, beraulyy 
nene His wiſe and comelp behaviour. 8 
ane Upon a day Alexander had ſuch bufünels, 
imathat He ſerved not at the Table, noz fanp other 
| | 3 in 
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in his rom : Lodowick perceiving that, ſerved 
foz him, and as ſon as he had ſerved in his laſt 
ſervice upon his knee, the Emperoz commanded 
him to bear a Dich to his Daughter, as he was 

wont, thinking he-was Alexander. 3 
dowick went to the Emperozs Daughter, ſa 
her with great Reverence, and ſet the 
meg eat be loꝛe . till then he had not ſen her, 

e pt 
him, is pour name, and whoſe Son are 
vou: Be anſwered her, Madam, J am the 
Bings Sou of France, and my name is Lodo- 
wick: the laid, J thank you. foz your paing 
and then he departed. Jn the mean time came 
grade to the. Table, and they fulfilled theix 

ervice. 

Dinner being done, "Lodowick. went to bei 
ſoze ſick Alexander perceiving that, went to 
his Chamber, and ſaid- unto hint, O mp belt 
beloved Friend and Fellow, how is it "wich 
. and what is the cauſe; of. your. infirmitp: 

N the caule J know not, but J 
am ſoze ſick, and fear J cannot elcape death 
Alexander, faid, the cauſe of your infirmity 17 1 
know well; foꝛ to day as you bear the Peat to 
the Empergzs Daughter, pe beheld her beau⸗ 


th her love. Whereupon, he anſwered, O 
xander, all the Phyſicians in the Wozld 


git was not Alexander, ſaid ta | 


fo fervegtlp that your heart was raviſhen 


i: not moze truly judge my ſicknels, 3 I] 
ear 


* 
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fear it will be my death. Then ſaid Alexander; 
be of god comkozt, J will help you unto mp 
power, and fozthwirh went to a Merchant, and 
bought: with his own Ponep a fair Cloth, let 
with pꝛecious Stones, unknown to Lodowick, 
and pzeſented it in his behalf to the Pyincels x 
As ſon as ſhe beheld it, ſhe asked where he had 
that coſtly Cloth : he ſaid, Madam, of the Don 
of the moſt Chziſtian King; of France, who ſend⸗ 
eth it pou foz your love; foz he having but once 
beheld pour Pꝛincelp Face, is grown ſick even 
unto death; wherefoze if you ſuffer him to pe- 
riſh, pou will never recover honour. 

Then ſaid ſhe, God Alexander, would pou 
counſel me to lole mp Uirginity : God defend 
that; and be ſure Alexander that foz ſuch 
Peſlages you ſhall never win thanks ok me: 
therefoze go out of my ſight, anvſpeakno moze 
thereof. When Alexander heard that, did Hoey 
ſance and departed, 


The next dap Alexander went again to the 


City, and bought a Chaplet that was twice the 
value of the Cloth, and went to the Pzinceſles 
Chamber and gave it her on the behalk of Lo- 
dowick. And when the law that coſtly gift, ſhe 
ſaid unto him, J marvel that ſo often you 
have ſen and ſpoken with me, and have not 
done pour own errand in ſpeaking foz pour ſelf, 


but foz another. Then anſwered he, O Ma⸗ 
dam 3 have not done ſo, becauſe mp birth is 


B 4 not 
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not to be compared to pours : alſo my heart | An 
was never ſo wounded: and he that hath a gon t! 
fellow, is bound foz to do him true fellowſhip;-ſhe es 
Andtherefoze now excellent Pzinceſs, of pour g. 
moſt abundant pity have compaſlion on him, 
and make him whole that you Have ſo. ſoze 
wounded, that it be not-foz ever laid to pour 
cruelty and hardneſs of heart; ſhe anſweredhim; 
go pour way, koz dt this time J will give pon 
no anſwer, and as he heard that he departed. 
And the third dap he went to the City, and 
bought a Girdle that was of moze value, and ſi 
coſtlier then the Chaplet was, and pzeſented it pere 
to her in the behalf of Lodowick : and when ſhe | Jt 
beheld chat gift ſo p2ecious, ſhe ſaid unto. Alex- ide 
ander, ſay to Lodowick that he come to my Þ 
Chamber about the third hour in the night, and ith 
he all find the doz open: And Alexander hears Je } 
ing that, was glad, and went to his fellow and Þpa 
ſaid, my beſt beloved fellow be of god comfozt, e l 
fo; J have conquered the ÞPzinceſs to you, and Jo2i 
this night J ſhall bzing the to her Chamber. ſive 
And when that was ſaid,he ſtarted up as though ge 
be had awaked out of His flep , and as well pt 
revived, and fo2 great joy became well: the next fav 
night Alexander tak Lodowick and bzoughe mt 
him to the Chamber of the Lady, with whom Jer 
he was in folace all night: and from that time Jes 
fozth all her mind was upon him, lo that chere 
but one love between them both, 


And 
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And after that Lodowick uſed many times to 
ſit her, ſo that in P2oceſs of time it came to 
he ears of the Knights and Gentlemen ok the 
'Fourt, how that the Emperozs Daughter was 
wn. by Lodowick : and they [conſpired az 
ng themſelves how they might find him 
d intrap him, ſo as to take him. As Alexander 
d knowledge thereof, he armed him to with- 
and them; and when the Knights underſtood 
nt, they feared Alexander and ſuffered his fel- 
d qm to go in peace. Alexander many times put 
W iimtelk in jeopardp foz him, he not knowing 
it Fereof ; but the Pꝛinces knew it well. 

he | Jn ſhot time after came Letters to Alex- 
«= ſider of the death of the King of Egypt, that he 
y Jould haſtilp come and receive his Kingdom 
th honour and joy; and that ſhewed he unte 
e Painceſs and to Lodowick, and alſo of his 
jarting 3 wherefoze they were kozrowful: 
ſaid alſo to the Emperoz, my honourable 
nd, pleaſeth it vou to underſtand, J have re- 
r. ſived Letters of the death of my Father, wheres 
h ge it behoveth me to go and receive the King 
II m, and that you will be pleaſed to give me 
rt fave to depart; and koz all the benefits to me 
-pne, J offer my ſelf and all my gods: and ra- 
per than J ſhould by my going, any wap difs 
e fleale pou my Lozd, J will fozſake all my 
ealm, and abide with pou ſtill. 

| Then 
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Then ſaid the @mperoz, know pou fo2 certainfuat 
that fo; pour departure J am right heavp, off: 
vou were the beſt Servant in my Court: butil@; 
becometh not an Emperoꝛ to hinder his Servamgthe 
from their advancements: but rather p20 

them to higher honour : therefoze go pou untghnd 
our Treaſurer, and he ſhall deliver you as mutlſthe 
Gold as you will have, and in the Name offi e 
God (and mp bleſſing) go into pour — 
And thus Alexander had leave of the Empert 

and bade him fare wel: and they were alſo ſo te 
5 fo2 his departure, {oz be was beben 

. !; Toe 
| Lodowick wich the Pꝛincels bzought him m Icou 
bis wap ſeven miles at leaſt: after that Alen 
ander would not ſuffer chem to go any further . 


then fell they both to the ground with great 
heavineſs; And Alexander tok-and lifted hin 
up, and comkozted him with fair wozds, au ek 
ſatd; OLodowick mp beſt beloved fellaw / Ned 
warn you that the ſecrets betwixt you and mg 
Ladp, you hide as p2ivily as you map, and takt 
god heed to all things: fo2 J wot another ſhal 2 
come and be in my ſtead, that ſhall en vy vou dlf ce! 
the Favour and Gzace that vou ſtand in with ya 
the Emperoꝛ, aud day and night ſhall lie in wan 
to take peu in a fault, and to put pou 0 4 
rebuke; Then anſwered Lodowick, and fail] 
D Alexander, J fhall beware as much as is| 
is poſſible : but how ſhall J do when 3 malls 
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Want your companp: Zherefo2e one thing J 
Wall deſire of pou, that you take this Ring of me 
g a remembzance. Then ſaid he, I ſhall foz 
love of pou gladly receive your Ning: and 
wet A ſhall never without the Ring fozget vou: 
ud ſo he committed them both to God. Then 
hey embzaced each other about the Neck, kiſſed 
— ö d departed. 
ntteyf Not long after the Bings Son of Spain, na⸗ 
erozgged Guido, was received of the Emperoz in 
Ply te rom of Alexander, to whom the Steward 
ed ofifligned Alexanders Chamber the, which was 
Aber y ſoze againſt the will of Lodowick, but he 
n onfcould not help it. 
lex 1 ſeing tha Lodowick againſt his will, 
— im in his fellowſhip, he grew enviaus.a- 
him, ſoLodowick to a long time, oz fear 
d Guido, kept him from the ann 
a F the Lady: nevertheleſs afterwards, being 
[1 4 dexcome with her love, ſometimes he went a⸗ 
. | tg n uni9-her asbefoze,. Guido perceiving the 
e, waited ſo long chereon, that he knew che 
b truth aud was theretoze certain that the Pꝛin⸗ 
u if ceſs was by Lodowick known, and he had com 
vith pany. wich her. 
i pon a time it happened that the Cmperoz 


1 10 fod in the Pall, and pꝛailed Alexander fog his 
aid[ gentlenels and wiſdom. Guido hearing that, 
- my Lozd, he is not ſo woꝛthy to be com⸗ 

ended as yon imagine, foz he hatha long Une 
un 1 + - -o ken 
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den a Tra ytoz in pour Youſe. Then rhe Em⸗ 
pexoz ſaid, tell me how: Guido fatd, Pon 
have but one only Daughter, which ſhall be pour 
Meir, and her Lodowick hath defiled, chzough | 
the help ok Alexander; and he goeth to her eve- 
ry night as it pleaſeth him. As ſon as the 
Emperoꝛ heard thercof, he was ſoze moved, any 
Lodowick happened to come though the Pall; 
and as the Emperoz ſaw him, he ſaid, Chat | 
hear J of thee, thou untrue body ; if it be pꝛo⸗ 
ved, thou ſhalt die the moſt ſhamekulleſt death 
that can be deviſed. Lodowick ſaid, my Lo, 
what is the canfe « Guido anſwered, J des 
poſed here-befoze my Lo2d, that thou haſt de 
filed his only Daughter, and every nig 
doſt Foznication with her: and with Battel 
Ithall make it god upon thy Eody, with my 
Body. Then ſaid Lodowick;, Jam innocent, 
and falſiy thou doſt bely me, and thereupon I 
hold the Battel, and truſt to God thy falſhoy 
' hall come upon thine own head. Then the 
Eniperoz* alligned them the dap of Combate. er 
That done, 1 went unto the Ladp, any, KN 
ſhewed her the cauſe, and the day of Battel, by | 
the Emperoz aſſigned, and in what manner! 
Guido had accuſed him; and laid unto her, | 
Now it behoveth me to have your counſel, 01 | 
elſe A muft die; fo2 pou know it would not a⸗ ; 
vail me to have gain-ſaid the Battel, withont* 
J ould have yielded mp lelf guilty ; "ary |. is | . 
jardy | 
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hardy, that His like is none but Alexander, and © 
mm feeble, and therefo2e if J fight the Battel a⸗ 
gainſt him J were but a dead man; and ſo you 
r I fall abide rebuke. Then ſaid ſhe, follow my 
counſel, in that pou miſtruſt pour ſelf; go haſti- 
ly unto my Father, and ſay, ye have received 
Letters whereby you are aſſured, that the King 
d your Father is ſoze ſick, and lyeth upon his 
3 Þdeath-bev, and he deſireth to ſpeak with you in 
t | perſon, and to diſpoſe of his Kingdom befoze 
be departeth this life: ſo deſire him to give vou 
leave foz the love of your Father, to go to viſit 
bim, and that he will pzolong the day of battel ; 
chat in the mean ſeaſon pou may go and come; 
and when you have gotten leave, as haftily-ag 
you can, ſecretly go to King Alexander, ànd 
uke Him apart, and ſhew him the cauſe of pour 
py | coming, and deſire him in this extremity, and 
it, he will help and ſave us. 
Men Lodowick heard this counſel, it pleas 
I fed him well, and he did acco2ding : and having 
| obtained leave, and reſpite of the Battel aſſigns 
k. | ed; he departed towards Egypt, and never ſtap⸗ 
12. Led till he came into King Alexanders Caſtle. 
' When-King. Alexander underſtod his coming, 
er he was very glad, and went to met him, re⸗ 
r, | ceiving-him honourably, and wondzing much at 
his coming. 7 
Then ſaid Lodowick, O my dear Lom, and 
tt" | beſt beloved friend, my lite and death E pour 
1292 = ands, 
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' Jams, to as pou ſaid befoze, that A Ghoul]; 
have another Fellow, which ſhould lie in waitfeſon 
tu eſpy me and deſtroy me, without J lokeyſer 
1 mp ſelf; ſo long as 3 could: 8 
did abſtain'from her; but afterwards the Kingyſym1 
Son of Spain watched me till he perceived cheap! 
truth: in the end he accuſed me to the Empe⸗ wee 
roz, ſo that on the eighth from this day J muſt 
be ready to fight with him body againſt body tþ d! 
and pe know he is a very ſtrong hardy man, ann uro 
J am weak and feble : therefoze hath Floren-ſjit 
tine counſelled me, that J ſhould not Hide this hot 
matter from pou, fo2 ſhe knoweth pou to be Pin, 
faithful friend, that would not leave us tn ry in 
neceſſity. be b 
Then ſaid Alexander, is there any that knows| ot 
eth of your coming unto me beſides Florentine? ſhe 
he anſwered him, no creature living, fo2 J tok Jae 
leave of the @mparo2 to go viſit my Father lys 0 1 
ing grievouliy ſick. Then Alexander asked him, J 0 


what counſel: hath Florentine given port, am 

how might J help you e he faid; O my faithful 

friend, thus ſhe hath counſelled me: conſider- 
ing that we be like each other, pon ſhould 
come and perfozm the Battel, and no one would wi 
- know pou but he, and the Battel done, J Jin 
would come again to the Court, and pou return 
to your own Countrey, Then he asked hint, | wa 
when the battel ſhould be: and * (aid eight days he 


ce. 
E Then 0 


MASTERS. 
un Then ſaid Alexander: if I but one dap tarrp 
aitfefoze J de part, J cannot come by the day pꝛe⸗ 
ed, tell me what J ſhall do, J Have bidden all. 
I Subjects, that to mozrow thep ſhould come 
hemp Wedding, and ik J ſhould go, then is the 
loft; if Ago not to the Battel then Floren- 
Ine & pou are undone: what think pon is belt? 
un guben Lodowick heard that, he fell to the earth, 
ih began to ſozrom without meaſure, ſaying, 
row comes ſuddenly to me on all ſides, Then 
en- nn Alexander, be of god comfozt, fo2 J ſhall 
his ot fozſake pou; though J ſhould loſe my life & 
> aÞingdom : but hear what Jhave thought upon: 
his ſeing we are both-alike, ſo that the one canngt 
ie known from the other; and as foz me, Jam 
ws hot rightly known here, but my Barons and o⸗ 
e? her my Subjects will take you foz me; theres 
wk ſiche pou ſhall Here abide, and marry my Wife 
ps Jiy my ſtead, and hold the Feaſts and Nuptials, 
m, ind do all things as if my ſelf were pꝛeſent, 
nd [bt when you come to bed wich my Wife, look - 
ul [you there be true and faithful, and J ſhall with⸗ 
r⸗ ent tarrying take my hoſe, and ride where the 
tld Fattel (hall bez and if God give me vickozp, A 
ily [will come again ſecretly, and you {all go again 
I |imco your beſt beloved. This done, Alexander 
2 lade Lodowick fare wel, and tok his journep to⸗ 
m. ward the Emperozs Court to fight the battel 
Ys [ With: Guido; and Lodowick tarried in Egypt 
-Jiuftead of King Alexander, | 2— 
enn | Next 


he Seven Wiſe ' 


- Next mozning came Lodowick, as though 

had ben King Alexander, and ſolemnly in de 
Face of the Church he eſpouſed King Alexa 
ders Mile, and ſolemnized the Parriage Kea en 
with great Royalty of Delicacies and iDaintiog | 
plenty of all Wines, and divers Inſtrumen ts 

of Pulick, with great joy and chear foz the 
Noblemen, and all others that were there aſlem⸗ 
bled, And when the night was come, he went 
to bed with the Queen, and laid betwien him 
and her a naked Þwo2d 2 whereat ſhe wondzing 
but ſaying nothing, and ſo he lay, with her even | 
— WIG Alexander was gone, 


TB 
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- Now King Alexander at the day picfixeny 
came unto the: Emperoz, and laid, O mot . 
Sovereign Lozd, J have left my Father ver N 


"| 3 | 
and in hazard of death; nevertheleſs J am 


ne to perfozm my date wich a ll klei- 
In to defend mp honour, The Emperoz laid. 


ieg do honourably, and accozding to the valour 
Na Nobleman : and Foztune ſhall favour your 

"3-0 hope) in pour righteous quarrel. 
And when the Emperozs Daughter under⸗ 
ent d that Alexander was come, ſhe [ent foꝛ him; 
vim ind d when he came to her, ſhe courteonfly em⸗ 
ng hacedhim, and with great joy killed him, and 
erp ellen the time that ſhe ſaw him again : and 
-Pemanded where he had left her love Lodowick ? 
Then he declared unto her the whole circum- 
2 ances, and how he had left him King in his 
realm. So he tok his leave of her, and went 
b Lodow ick's Chamber, no creature thinking 
t that he was Lodowick , except-Florentine 
Air. The next dap befoze Alexander went to 
ye Fattel, he ſaid unto the Emperoz in the 
neſence of Guido: Pp moſt renowned Svve- 
| fign Lozd, Guido hach falſely acccuſed me un⸗ 
6 pour Noble Gzace, in ſaping that A ſhould 
ie ſo familiar with the Pzinceſs pour moſt 
. e Daughter, to the great dil- 
1 Ns nour of pour noble perſon, and hers :J ſwear 
Fe Evangelift, that he was never in 
known by me, as he hath alledged un⸗ 
which. A ſhall make god upon his body 

1 1 aid and help of God. 
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Then anſwered Guido, pet once J lap again, tha 
and ſwear by the Yoly Evangeliſt, and by all 
that God hath made, that thou haſt had knows m 
ledge of, and defiled the Empero2s Daughter; |: 
and that 3 will make god upon thy head. 1 
Mhereupon they leapt upon their Courſers, ge 
and ran ſo fiercely one at another, with 7 
peats, that they both b2oke and ſhivered in m 
pieces: Then they dzew their Swozds, and 
fought ſo long, until at Taft Alexander with L ju 
cat might at one ſkroak, ſmote off Guido u 
ead, and ſent it unto the Emperozs Daughter z J 
whereof the was glad, and bare it unto her Fuhy 
ther, and ſaid, Father, behold the head of him 
that had ſo falfty defamed pou and me. | 0 
When the Emperoz perceived the Uictozy, 
he en, koz Alexander, whom he thought to beſhie 
owick, and ſaid, O Lodowick, this day 
pour hon our and my Daughters you have ſaved, heit 
pou ſhall be tomozrow in mp favour, and who-þg 
forever ſhall again dekame you, ſhall foz ever 
and in my indignation. if c 
They anſwered Alexander : God alwayshiic 


hefpech them that truſt in him, and revenge) a 
wong done to the innocent: But moſt re⸗ 
12 5 Lozd, one thing J intreat, that it will ar 
Rene A5 2 me leave to go ſee how ithhc 

et th my Father, whom A left ſoz | x 
fick, — he be any thing amended, J ſhall in 
concinently return. Then the Tmperoz fa 
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un, chat pleaſeth me; but pou may in no wiſe 
5 leave me, foz J cannot be without your pze- 
* ence, 4 3 | 
er Alexander having taken leave of the Empe⸗ 
- Ito2, with all ſped he could, he rode back unte his 
Realm. Lodowick having heard of his return, 
ich much joy met him, and friendly received 
in m, ſaping, Poſt true Friend of all Friends, 
anden me how Foztune has fatoared you in this 
Pour journey and bufineſs and to what end have 
108Fhou bzonght it? Then he ſaid, Goto the Empes 
er ez and ſerve him as befo2e , foz J have gotten 
uten moze favour at his hands than you had 
NHefoze, and have allo cut off the head of pour 
. ſtreateſf Cnemy, . 
NS Then ſaid Lodowick, you have not only at 
| belhis time ſaved my life, but p2eferved me here-- 
day nfoze > which kindneſs J ſhall never fozger, 
%Peither as pet can Jrequite z but God reward 
ou, and ſo he departed to the Empero2s Court; 
Ver and there was no man that had any knowledge 
1 the abſence of King Alexander, except Lodo- 
eth when Night was come, he wtnt to btd to 
re⸗ he Queen, and as ſon as he was laid, he bes 
villen ſweetly to embzate her, and with friendly 
v {0620s he kiffedher. Then laid ſhe, pou have 
log hade this time cedious, in that you have ſhe wer 
mhkthing'of friendſhip oz love; how map this be's 
allTten'tatd he,wherefozeſay you that? She ſaid, 
hath L 2 every 
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everp night you have laid bet wirt us a naked ant 
Swozd, and have never turned towards me till [ 
now. And when he heard that, he thought ont 
the truth of his fellow, and ſaid, O my dent 

\ Rady, it was not done fo2any ill will, but fo u 
trpal of love. Eut ſhe ſaid to her ſelf, that, lovy p it 
you ſhall have no moze, but deſpite, and J will 
be revenged upon thee, 


AAS *% * 
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Then there was a Knight that he had a lit4 
tle loved, and ſhe began to love him moze 
and mo?e, till at the laſt they. fought how theyh x, 
might deſtroy the Bing; and therefoze they 
got Poyſon and poyſoned him, ſo that if he hadb | 
not been of ſtrong complexion, he had die 
thereof foꝛ it w2onght ſo ſoze, that it cauſe 
him to be a moſt foul. and hozrible Keper * 


/ 1 
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as ever was (en upon the earth. The Los 
ke and Noblemen of the ſaid Realm, and the 
till [Quten alſo ſeeing this, deſpiſed him and laid, 
ist beboveth not a Leper to reign over us, fo; 
car ſhe cannot beget any beautiful Yeirs : and lo he 
was depoſed of his Dignity Royal, and miven 
ovefput ok his Realm. 
vill In the mean time dpedthe Emperoz of Rome, 
and Lodowick married his Daughter, and after 
that Lodowicks Father died, lo that Lodowick 
xeigned both Empero2 of Rome, and King of 
France at once. = 
hen King Alexander heard of that, he 
bought in himlelf, Now my tellow reigneth, 
end ruleth both the Empire of Rome; and the 
Realm of France; To whom map 4 go better 
a Ithan unto him, foz whom J have often ventured 
Already, and tok with him his Staff and Clap⸗ 
per, and went towards the Emperozs Coun⸗ 


p. 
And when he was come nigh the Gate, he 


the giving of Alms : and upon a ſudden as the 
| Empero2 went out of the Palace, all the poz 
*F Lazars began to ring their Clappers, and gon 
Ving Alexander did asthe other, bnt there was 
= no Alms given him, lo he tarried until che 
 Emperoz was ſet and ſerved at the Table. 
VUThen went King Alexander unto the Gate, 

and knocked ; and the Pozter asked who was 
46. L 3 there 2 


ſate down among other pwz Lazars, expecting | 


F The Seven Wiſe. 


there e Alexander anſwered him, J am a pa Jer, 
del piled man, Ipuay you fo; the love of God, Th 
turn your ſight from „but fo2 the re⸗ po it 
ward eo whe wier age unto the Emperoz, | oy 


the matter 2 Ao me: 
ſaid, Go and what wa bere is a Nazar 


did 
hoxrible ugly to ts, which pzapeth 12 n 

Iwe zi God aup Ring Ale er that he will * 
grant him this dap to eat his Alms Pax him the 


upon the earth in his Yall, TI ozter ante wh 
exed, J wondex = dare deſire that of my 
02d, foi all the Hall is full of Los any * 
n aud if they ould behold pou, Yep « 
ould abhoz their meat; but kozalmuch as y 
have required ic of me ſolemnly, koz the love 
of God A ſhall vo your errand, ' whatſoever i 
happeneth ; and ſo he went anp did his meſſage | fro 
o the Enrperoz. When the Emperoz heard the | aj 
ozter name Alexander King of Egypt, he laid | ye 
to the Pozter, Gothy ways, and bzing him'be- | ep 
foze me, how hozrible aud ugly ſoeyer his viſage | ti 
be, and oꝛdain him a place befoze me, that he may | ye 
eat in my peleuce. hi 
The Pozter ought bim immediately, and 
oxained him a Place, aud ſet him to meat be⸗ th 
foe the Em 8 and when he had well re: * 
freſhed himſelf, he ſaid unto one of the Empe⸗ x; 
rots Servants, Wy dear Friend, do me thi Lit 
exrand unto the Emperoz, ſay unto him, that 4 yp 
p2ay him foz the love of God and King 2 ft: i 
ler 


p Jer, that he will ſend me his Cup full of Wine. 
od | The Servant ſaid, fo2 the love of God J will 
re po it, but J believe it will not be; foz if you 
*0% | ould but touch my Lozds Cup he will by to 
* means dꝛink 


fame again z nevertheleſs he 


did the errand. | 
the] And when the Emperoꝛ heard him name King 
tl Alexander, be commanded his Cup to be filled 
um ſ che bett Mine, and carried to him, which Mine 
me when. he had received, he put into his Bottle, 
ny and cok the Ring that Lodowick had given him, 
nd and E into the 

| :mpero- 
ouy” When the Emperoz ſaw the King, he inffant- 
ve lp knew that it was the ſame he had given unto 
er Bing Alexander, in kriendſhip, when he departed 
Ke from him, and thought in his heart that King 
be | Alexander had been dead, oz elſe that this man 
ld | very ſtrangely came by the Ring, and command 
e- | ed pzeſencly that the Lazar ſhould not. depart 
Le | till he had ſpoken with him; foz in us wiſe could 
1 | he have any knowledge of him, noz yet reput 
him koz Alexander. 
d Afcer Dinner was done, the Emperoz tok 


es the lick man apart, and asked him how he tame. 


by that Ring: King Alexander demanded if he 
knew the Ring e The Emperoz ſaid, J know 
it well. Alexander laid, Mot you alſo to whom 
4 peu gave it: the Emperoz ſaid, J wol right 


L 4 


Cup, and ſent it again unto. 


7 | well how it is. Then laid Alexander, how is 
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it that you know not me: foz Jam Alexanderyhe Ce 
unto whom you gave the ſame, When the EmaJ0o? 
Pero? heard that, he fell to the ground fog ſoz- mig] 


rom, and toze his Robes, and wich many ſighs ter, 
ings and bewailings, ſaiv, WiAlexander, yoththat 
are the one half of my ſoul « how is pour govly]ip v 


and delicate body nom ſo unclean and infecken Pat 
that was ſo fair and pleaſant to behold « Ye an⸗ bot 
fwered 2 this is happened untome foz the great [wor 
fidelity pou have done me in the bed with my [ſon 
Mile, when you laid a naked ſwozd betwixt chen 
you and her; wherefoze ſhe became wꝛoth and [eve 
hated me, ſo that ſhe and a Knight that in fozmen Tt 
time ſhe had loved, have popſoned me as pou Nl 
tee, and dziven me out of mp Realm. ſta! 
And when the Emperoz heard that, he tok 
him about the neck and kiſſed him, and ſaid, O 
my mc# dear and intirelp beloved Bꝛother, J 
fozrow to ſe you in this great perpletity. IJ 
would to God J might die foz vou. But my moſt | ic 
dear friend, ſuffer patiently a little time till we | Un 
. have ſent fo2 all the wiſe Paſtersin Phyfick,to | dr 
have their addice, if there be any remedy to þe | pt 
had 02 bye of recovery of pour health; and if | it 
it be poſſible to help pou, we Call neither ſpare | A 
Lozoſhtp; Empire, noz an p other gods tempozal, | it 
to make you whole and ſound, | V 


In the mean time he was bzought into a fair 
Chamber, richly furniſhed with all things re⸗ 
Auifite fo2 His ceaſe and health. Then in all m_ 
8 e 
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ſent Peſlengers through all parts ok the 
Log, foz the moſt expert Phyſicians that 
* lagu, of which within a Ponth af- 
embled pefoze the Emperoꝛ thirty, 
4 wy and skilful in that Science; 
1 1 the Emperoz ſaid, my well beloved 
er 2 iſters, J have a Friend that is very grie⸗ 
m- boudip infected with a foul Lepzofle, whom A 
eat would very gladly, were healed, and made as 
ny found and whole as ever he was, ſparing nti⸗ 
in ther foz gold oz filver, oz any other colt whatſo- 
ever, ſo that he might recover his health again. 
Then anſwered the Paſters, all this is poſli⸗ 


ſtand, after we have lien the perſon: and when 
they ſaw him, they knew che cauſe of his infir- 
| mity, and ſaid it was incurable foz all Phylici- 
ans living. 


ſozry, and committed it to Almigbty God, cal⸗ 
ve | ling unto him molt of the Religious men that 


to | dwelt near the Court; and a number of pz 


e | people, beſides many other devout perlons, de⸗ 
if | firing them earnefflp to make Pꝛapers unto 


'e | Almighty God, that he would vouchſate of his 


„ | infinite godneſs.tomake whole his dear Friend 
King Alexander. And he himſelf (with many 


others) faſted and p2ayed to Almighty Cod oz 


the ſpeedy recovery of his Friend. 


r 

; 

e | Now upon a time, as King Alexander was at 
e 


) his 


1 | k "be Bay : 


He to be done in Phyſick, you ſhall ſon under⸗ 


When the Emperoꝛ heard that, he was right 


= 
- 
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his Pꝛapers, there came unto him a voice kroß ho 
Heaven, ſaping: Tell Lodowick the Empero eu, 
that if he with his own hands will ſlay thoſe tue? 
Children which his Empreſs had at one burthen, | la 
and with the blopd of themizyaſh and bathe th tete 
body, thy fleſh ſhall become as fair and as clear[v! 
as the bodies of theſe little Children; if not, thauſthat 
muſt never look to be cured whilſt breath is io. 
thy body; and fo farewel, | | 1 
Now when King Alexander had heard thig| “ 
ſtrange voice, he began to think with himſelf}3 
what it was, and whence it came 3 then he re-|\® 
plied unto himſelf, This Uiſton is not to beſtot 
thewed 3 foz it is contrary to humane nature, tu 
that any man would flay his own Sons foz the the 


recovery of a Stranger. 

The Emperoz continued night and day in 
pꝛaper with great devotion, earneftly pzaying|* 
to God fo Bing Alexander, never ceaſing unti 
a voice came unto him and ſaid, How long will |, * 
you thus call and cry unto me? When it was led 
openly ſhewed unto King Alexander, by what Jet 
means he might recover his health, and his Iba 
body become clear without either ſpot or fun 
blemiſh, the 

The Emperoz hearing that voice, he went ber 
to Bing Alexander, aud ſaid unto him. Df all Jud 
Friends the beſt ann moſt true, bleſſed be the |"! 
molt high aud everlaſting God, who never [99 
fgileth them that put their truſt in we of | 

, whom 


hom J have knowlevge, that it is ſhewed unto 
you, how you may be recovered of your Lepꝛo⸗ 
| 0 z wherefoze J entreat you that you will plain⸗ 
al y lap open unto e ow it may be done, toz the 
eſtozing ok — 4 er health, that we ma y 
ave joy together; and if pon need any thing 
jat may do pou god, J will 
Power 3 yea, and foz pour health gi 
' have. 
Alexander ſaid, Sir, J dare not chem vou how 


elf J may be cured of my Lepzofte, fo2 igexceedeth, 
re-[\d it is a thing againſt nature, the 


de J will 
ot as pet ſhew it you, howbeit J ; 
uſt and confidence in you. 1 


5 The Emperoz ſaid, Alexander, put your 
Itruſt in me till 3 whatſoever i ible to be 
done foz recovering your bei do it 3 

g [0nd therefoze conceal nothing fro „A pzap 

you. by. 

Then ſaid Alexander, J have of Ont know⸗ 
ledge, that if you will lay your two with 
pour own hands, and wach me in their vlod, J 
hall be whole, therefoze J have not ſhewed it 
unto you : fo2 methinks it is againſt nature, that 
the Father ſhould flap his own Childzen foz the 
it [health of a anger. The Cmperoz ſaid, Bap 
1] [not that you are a ſtranger, foz J love you as 
e [my.(elf, and therefoꝛe if J bad ten Childzen, J 
T ** not ſpare one fo2 pour health, | | 
k Afterwards the Emperoz eſpied his ine 6 
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when the Empzels. was out of the way, aul 
went into the chamber where the Childꝛen fleylf 
and dꝛe w his knife, and cut both their Thzoatg 

and gathered the Blod into a Ueſſel, and tha”. 


hen he wa 
*% Fe d 
N = 1 = WY PE | 0 | 
— — 1 — — 125 «2 . 
1 == it ill 
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— — | ſt 
N vody was as fair and clean as chougi| 
it had ben a young Child. Then the Emperoz 
had a perfect knowledge of his vilage, and kiſſed] no 
him, laying, Dgod Alexander, now Iſt you in 
dhe lame fozm J have oftentimes delighted in, | a 
| Bleſled be Almighty God, that ever J had] wi 
4 thele Childzen, by whom your health is reſtoꝛed w 
4 > and peur body made pure and clean, And as pet] w 
5 4 none had knowledge of the death of theſe Chil] a? 
den. lave the Emperoz and Alexander, ee 
And when the @mperox ſaw that god King tl 
; : Ale xa 
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5. p will o2dain pou an honourable company, and 
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Uexander was perfectly healed, he ſaid unto him, 


t hall go hence about five Miles; and the 
day ſend mea Peſlenger, and let me know 
he day of your return. And J ſhall then with 


4 great ſolemnity come and met yon, and you 


Hall remain with me until J may conveniently 


$19; ovide fo2 the recoverp of pour Realm, 


This Counſel-pleaſed King Alexander well, 

nd was perfozmed 2: fozon the next day follows 
x.there came a Peſlenger to che Emperoz, 
rtifying him of the return of Bing Alexander. 
+ When the Empꝛels heard theſgfpdings, the 
*. and ſaid unto the Empero}z O my belt 
beloved Lozd, have you not ju le to rejoyce, 
ſteing Alexander King of Ægyptis now coming 
toſ& pou, whom of long time Pou have not 
ſeen ; if pou pleaſe to go and meet hm with pour 
Lozds and Gentlemen, J ſhall tol wich my 
Ladics and Gentle women; and as peß ſhe knew 
not of the death of her two Thildze 8 

Then rode the Emperoz and Twp 

a great company of Lozds and Ladies to 
with god King Alexander: and when they m 
with great Reverence thep received him, and. 

with great joy bzought him unto the Pane >. 

and at the time of Dinner, Alexander was plas © 

ced between the Emperoz and Empzeſs, and all“ 


the mirth and cheer that the could make, ſhe (hew- - i 
rauben = 


ed unto him. 


* 
* 
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When the Emperoz ſaw that, he was glay, 0 pre 
and lo exceeding well"pleaſed, that he 5 Ddithere 
mine own Florentine, it glads me above allſhir | 
things that you make unto King Alexander fyſho2ri 
cherr. Then auſwered the Empꝛels {|pith 
erefoze ſhould J not, is not his companp ſuch 


En 


unto us moze pzecious than Gold and Silver #|tver 


but unto you my renowned Lozd, much moze, MA 


foz by hig means you attain*d unto ſo great ho- 
nour and vignity, and by him many times pou plea 
have ben. ed from death. The Emperoz, you 
anſwered, Then J pzay you dearly beloved fan 
Florentine, d my woꝛds: ſaw you not that 
defo2med r, which yeſterday ſate befoze 
our Table, ape me fo2 the love of God, tha 
and god Bing Alexander, that J would give the 
him dzink 23She ſaid, mp honourable Lo, | 
I ſaw him well; a mo2e hozrible man J never w 
beheld, en ſaid the Emperoz, J demand of ]as 
pou: put gate that he were Ring Alexander, | ſai 
cher he could not be made whole but with: | th 
*Dlod of vour two Dons, which vou in one 
day nougbt! into the wozld, would pott that their | in 
lod chould be ſhed, that he might bathe him- | t! 
ſelf therein, and therefoze have perfect health, | tl 
and comely favour, ad pou now'ſe him *have 2 | a 
Ohe anſwered, my renowned Tozd and Yuſ- | b 
band, wherefoze demand you of me that Kueki⸗ | 1 
on : J teil port of atrith; that if 3 had ten Sons 
- ſhould gladly lap them with Bs own hands, | ! 
to 
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lan o pꝛepare foz him a Bath, and would wach him 

Olderein my own ſelf, rather than J ſhouly leave 
allſhim in luch a foathfom and miſerable caſe, ſo 
c hozrible to behold, and in fuch danger of heatth- - 
s withal; God might ſend us moze Childzen, but 
ny uch a Friend were a thing impollible foz us 
r ver 3 to find thzoughout the whole 
ze, Mozid. ND | 
0- | When the Emperoz heard this, he was well 
ou [pleaſed and laid, D my loving Empzels, had 
oz. you rather have your Childzen dead chen Alex- 
ed ſander ſhould languiſh in his Lepzolle: Then 
at J ſhall ſhew you the whole truth ofthe matter: 
ze That foul Lazar which yon law was Alexander, 
d, that ſitteth here by us, and ts made whole with 
e the blood of our two Sons and they are dead, 
„ 2s ſon as the Empels heard that 
r with extremity of ſozrow mournfuſſy t 
f [as nature would ſhe Gould, although he 
, | ſaid befoze, the hadrather'ſ& her Childzen dead, 
3: | then Alexander temain in ſuch miſefp; 4. 
> | The Noitilhers of the Childzen underſtand⸗ 
ing this, p2eſently with great crying ran 


; | the Nurfery; and great vewailing was made 
| thzough the Emperozs Court foz his two Sons, 
and whth the Nouriſhers came to the Cham⸗ 
ber, they tound the Childzen playing, and ſing- 
ing a Bong of pzaiſe and thankſgiving; to the 
, Father, Bon, and Yoty Ghoft, foz reffozing 
their lives. Zhen they returned with all halte 
a5 unto 


(uche dap would be with them, to view tale 
parts ok the Countrey, and to ſpozt himſelf, and f. 


ind Pight, be thought upon his Father and Po⸗ 
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unto the Emperoꝛ and Empꝛeſs, and ſhewed unſent 
tu them how the Childzen were living, and thaſfent 

about their Thꝛoats where they were cut, they de 
had Circles of Gold: whereof were great joy 
and gladneſs in all the Court, with thankſgiving 
to Almighty God, foz that exceeding great mira⸗ 
cle and wonderful wozk. | 
After thatithe Emperoz with a great multi- 
tude aſſembled together, went with King Alex4F 
ander into gypt, and ſet him again in poſſeſlis 
on ol his Rgaim. The Quten and the Knight 


who had lived long together in Adultery, he 
uled to in. And when this was done, the 


c02 had one only Siſter, whom he ma 
ed unto Bing Alexander. 

When Ring Alexander had obtained all his 
Realm a nd was ſet in reſt and peace, the 
Emperoz returned unto his Empire: and King 
Alexandex@ wiſely and politickly governed 
himſelf M his Atfairs, that he overcame his re- 
velliohs Gnemies. 2 
And when he was ſeated in his Glo2zy, Peace 


(by whom he was caſt into the Sea, who 
welled in far parts) and ſent. a Peſlenger, to * 
let them know that the King of Agypt upon PP: 


to make a Royal Feaſt. When the Peſſenger 


was there come, they received him * 
un⸗ 
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ful entertainments, and large gifts, and 
ay him back, ſaying; that their ſervices ſhould 
readp at all times to do the Kings pleaſure, 
t that they could not poſſibly diſcern thet he 
id vouchlafe them that honour , whereof 
yey were not wozthy as to viſit them in thoſe 
Forts, to ſpozt himſelf there a while. | 
The Peſſenger returned and ſhewed the King 
py willingly they would receive him, and in 
manner they did reward him, and how 
ichful they were and ready to do him ſervice, 
ofpherewich the King was well pleaſed. When 
ye ſet day was come; the King with a fair com⸗ 
pany rode towards his Fathers houſe, who was 

to his Father and Pother unknown. 
| When the King came near his Fathers Ca⸗ 
? the Knight rode joyfully to met him, and 
hen he came nigh to the King he alighted,and 
s him reverence upon his knees: but the 
ing tok him up pzeſently, and commanded 
him to take hozſe again, and lo they rode toge⸗ 

Jer unto the Caſtle. 

And when they were come thither, the Pos 


za ther came unto him and fell upon her knees, 


nd welcomed him gladly; and the King took her 
up as lovingly and kiſſed her: the ſaid unto him, 
{PyLo2d,you ds us( un woxthy this honour with 
je p2eſence of pour moſt honourable Perſons 
re, which we ſhall never be able to deſerve. 


After the Peat was all 9 * and the un 
74 — 0 
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bk day was tome to go to Dinner, the Fath B 
came with a Baſon and Ewer, and the Pothit ©, 
with a Towel, ſaying, Sir, all things are re ut 
dy, pleaſeth it you to waſh 3 and when the King” 


dap that, he ſmile, and ſai'to himſelf : No 


ig 
is the Song ol the Nightingale true, that 1 
Father and my Mother ſhould gladly do ag uf; 
have lain, if my ſelf would thereunto conſent ha 
But He would not ſuffer them to do him a q 

at 

d 


tuch ſervite, ſaying, your age is to be honourenF 
and therefoze J would have none of it; and thi 
he called one of his Servants, whom he com 
manded to do that Service, Then laid the night 
vou will not ſuffer us to do it foz our Bonoutſ 
becauſe we are not wozthy thereof, The Ming 
ſaid, have J not ſaid, that foz your age Jfozbearſ®®> 
vcu. When the King was late at the Table, 13 
tet his other on the right hand of him, ant 
bis Father on the left; and then as much a 
they might oz durſt, did beyolp' his favour an f n 
countenance. pu 
After Dinner the Bing entred into a fa? 
Chamber, and made the Knight with his Lady tt 
follow him, and commanded all others to vol 2 
their p2eſence, ha 
When they were all ale „the King ſait 
have pou no Childzen - They anſwered, N 140 
have neither Son noz Daughter. And ch - 
King faid, had pon never any : the Knight th 
anſwered, we had one Son, but he is long ag 
deady- 


* 
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ithehead the King asked of what death he dyed 2 
chend the Knight latd a natural death. Then 
rende King ſaid, ik J find it otherwiſe, pou are 
Found in a moſt hozrid fault. Then asked the 
Po ight, mp moſt Ponotirable and Renowney 
d, wherefoze enquire pou ſo carneftly after 
as ur Bon the King anſwered, not without juſt 
nt Rufe, and therefoze J muff, and will knowof 
+ What death he died: if pou will not tell me 
ren — cauſe pou both to die moſt ſhamekul 

„Neat 8. 5 8 

b 1 When thep heard that, they fell upon the 
rb kround on their knees befoze him, and asker 
our is pardon and fozgiveneſs. But the Ring 
inaſwould not ſuffer them to kntel, but tok them 
bean, and ſaid, To that intent J came not unto 
our houſe,to eat pour bzead and to betrap pou: 
and Rut ſay to me the very truth, and you ſhall be 
- aglparvoned,. foz it is given me to underſtand that 
aniſedu have put him to death, and il that you be 
found culpable therein, and come to judgment, 
faj[?0u' mult die a moſt ſhameful death. Then 
y coſſaid the Knight, my moſt honourable Load, 
Jolillave my life, and A will ſhew you the very truth. 
The King ſaid, fear not, foz J ſhall do pou no 
ainlbarm. Then anſwered the Knight, and ſaid, 
-.1Polt dzead Doveraign Lo2v, we had a Son, 
[that was wiſe,learned, and intelligent: and ups 
Alon a time as he ſtod befoze us, and ſerved at 
the Table, there came tothe window a Nights 
18 | P 2 ingale 
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| berome ſo great and mighty a Lozd that pt 


and vexed in my mind; and \o:J tok him upe 


wich great joy. 


off your ſozrowing, and be of god cher, fozi 
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ingale that ſung exceeding ſweatly, whole Sony 


he began tb interpzet, and to, tell us what 
meant, and ſaiv, this Bird ſingeth, that I ſhalf bis 
mp Father tall be glad to Hold a Waſon with con 
water to waſh my hands, and my Pother 
Towel, that if A will ſufferic, . He 
And when J heard that, J was ſoze move 


mp ſhoulder, and caſt him into the Sea to? t 
dzown him. Then ſaid the Bing, what evil he 
come to pou, it he had ben made ſo treats Pe 
thinks it would have been fo; pour Honour an 
p2ofit. The Knight ſaid, my Renowned Le 
it was no Reaſon, but Wodneſs, The Ring ar 
ſwered, twas a great follp in port, that pc 
would do againſt the D2dinance of God. Kr 
now pou hall know foz truth, J am pour Doi 
that pou taſt into the Mea, and God of his grea 
mercy hath ſaved me, and by his Gzace bzought x 
me to this eſtate and dignity. k 
Che Father and Pother hearing that, with £ 
fear and joy amazed, fell flat unto the G2ounid 
| 


whom he lovingly tok up, ſaping, Fear ut 
but rather rejoyce, foz von ſhall ſuffer no harm 
but my exaltation ſhall be to pour glozp at 
pꝛofit: aud fo he kiſt his Father and Mother 
Then began the Mother t 
Weep greatly; and the Bing ſaid to her, leave 


ö 
4 
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ring my life: and he tok them with him into 
Ibis Kingdom, where they dwelled a long time 
voll in honour and jop; and ended their days mou 
nit comfozt and love of all the PeoplA8: . | 


| hoe follows the Application of the Example 
to the purpoſe. 


Wen ſaid Djocleſian the Emperdzs Bon, 

| Lozd, have pou unzerſtob what J have 
za ſaid - the Emperoz ſaid, right well: then ſaid 
the Son, my moſt honozed and redoubtedFathet] 
an although that Cod hach given and endued me 
with wiſdom and underſtanding above others, 
that all not be an impairing of pour honour 
209 and might, but moze foz the p2efervation any 
au maintenence of che ſame 2 ſo in like manner, 
the Kings 'exceHent Majeſty, which was no⸗ 


rather foz his wozſhip, pꝛofit, and grratet com⸗ 


great joy and mirth, that they were loved or the 
d People, and honoured-of the Kingdom, Then 
to} ſaid the Emperoz, mp beloved Don, J will 
m 


wholly reſign all the Empire unte pou'to go» 


vern and rule: foz J perceive well by pour Nar# 
ration, that pou have to me declared, that it is 
beft fo me, and moſt foz my eale, that J now 


©. » *ad 
: * 
* 
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o - * 
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my Realm vou ſhall be benommen above me du⸗ hy 


fozt. Foz as long as they liver, it u in very 


leave this wozldly and tedieus buſiueſg, and the 
mote aud care of u Ming, and betakeme ot 5 
reſt 7 
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en thing to the hinderaute of the Father, but this i 
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rer and eaſe, kaꝛ I am old anvfeeble. Mhen ant: 
* Cwered the Bon, and ſatd unto his Father, 55 
moſt honourable Lo2d and Father, ſo ſhall it be, 
but as long ag pou live, vou ſhall have the Aus 
thozity and Ovvernment of the Empire at pour 
command, as it appertaineth unto an Emperoz; 0 
but in all the buſineſſes that are labozious and P 
- . troubleſome, J will always be ready to mint- ces 
fer any ſervice that poſſible I can, accozving toy 
tomy bounded Duty. 


How Judgment was given upon the Empreſsand 
Now "= ſhe and her Lover were both gend to 
cat 


7 the 8 commanded the Judges 
and Juſtices to ſit in Judgmennt, and to 
ming again the Empzeſs beſoze them, with 
the Ladies, and alſo the Ribauld, her beſt belo⸗ 
ven cloached in the veſture and habit of a Mo⸗ n 
man, whom he did @uſe to ſtand next unto the 
| > Empzels: then the Emperozs Bon asked Sens +| * 

-- tence" and juſt judgment upon them; ſaying | | 
m moſt-honourable Lozd and Father, even 
are Emperoz of the Mozld, and that 
ut Pajeſty and Power requireth to vo true 
2 unto all your @ubjecs: that deſire it: ſo 
nom J demand, that you this day do give right 
* ence and true judgment upon the untruth, 
* which were put and _ 
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ſed unto me by the Empꝛels; foz the which ac . 
my cuſations, J have been ſometimes led unto the 
>| Gallows, and have ſtwd in great jeopardy, and 
peril of my life, and alſo that he hath: bien to 
vou untrue of her body, as you have ſ&@n by god 
p2of made befoze pou 3 and on the which A agk 
judgment: and therefoze command your Juſti- 
ne ces and Judges to give ſentence thereupon, ac⸗ 
ug cozding to Right, Equity and Law, 
As lan as the Gmpzeſs heard this, ſhe fell 
a4 | flat tothe earth bekoze the Emperoz, and asked 
mercy and fo2givenefs fo2 her juſt offence and 
| miſdoing : but it helped noz p2efited nothing, 
fo2 the Þon would have right, and deſired Judgs 
ment. Then ſpake the Judges and Juſtices, 
Ver own mildteds condemn her, and the repozt 
of het Lemmon bp her kept and found :. theres - | 
| foze we give Sentence againſt the Cond $ 
that ſhe (hall be bound to a Yozſes Tail, an 
+ | dawn thzough all the Streets of the City to 
place of Execution and there be burnt;We jud 
and give ſentence againft the Nibauld, that bF: 
” | ſhall be quarteredand ſmitten in pieces, and do” 
| fleſh caſt co the Bounds and Birds of the ait e 
devour him: and this Sentence was appꝛoba⸗ Me 
ted and allowed of by the people, W 95 
Pereafter in ſhozt time died the Eritperoz FE: 
and Diocleſian his Sen governed and ruler be. | 
Empire with great -wiſdom, and always £5 


| nvkept his Palters with him in gre you 


